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Pelſtilence. 


"T*He firſt Sin which I ſhall infaſt upon , © 
| highly provoking mnto the Lord, to fend 
the deſtroying Peltilence among a people, is 

the fin of {Oppreſſion : When the Supream 
Powers and Authorities of a Nation , do exerciſes 
Lſurpation or Oppeſlion over the Bodies and Cone 
ſciences of the people of God. This was the fin of 
Pharoab, who tyrannized, not onely over the Bo + 
dies, but over the Gonlciences alſo , of the Chil- 
dren of Iſpae! ; He (ets Task-malters over them, 
to afflict them with their burdens ; And the Egyp- 
tians made the Children of 1ſrae! to (erve with ri- 
gour , and made their lives bitter with hard bon- 
dage , ia Morteraad in Brick , and in all manner 
of ſervice in the field ; all cheir ſervice wherein 
they made chem ſerve, was withrigour. By rea- 
{on of which bondage, the Children of Iſrael tighed 
and cryed, and their cry came up unto God , Exod. 
1-11, 13, 14. Comp. with Chap, 2. 23. So Chap. 
3+ 7+. The Lord ſaid , I bave ſurely ſeen the affitien 
of my people which are it "BYPr, and have beard their 
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ery , byreaſon of their Tukemaſters , for I knowtbeir 
ſorrows ; And 1n the 9th. Verſe. Bebold the ery of the 
Children of Iracl, is come #" unto me ; and ] bave 
alſs ſeen the Oppreſſim wherewith the F.gyptians op» 
pref them. This was an oppreſlion that Pharoab 
and his cruel Task-maſters did exercilc over their 
bodies. E 

Tae oppreſſion that he exerciſed over their (-uls 
and conciences, did evideitly appear in this, Thc 
Lord hecalled , and commiſſianated Mſes ro go 
unto Pbharoab, aid he with the Elders of Iſrael, 
were to fay unto him ; The Ld God of the He. 
brews bath met with ws, and nw let w go (we be- 
ſeech thee ) three days journey into the Wilderneſs, 
that we may ſacrifice unto the Lord 127 God, Exod. 
3.18. Thiscbey often preit upon him : And the 
texlon wherefore chey {0 much urged it is very ob- 
ſervable , m the 34d: er/; of the Fen. Char. 1. ins 
go we pray thee three days jmuerney ints the Deſart, 
and ſacrifice wt» the Lo-d wer God , left be fall upon 
w with Peltilence , or with the Sword 5 Tat 1s, 
Leſthe {lay us and deitcoy us with Peltilence, and 
with the Sword, as i" Judns 5, 21. Pharaab he 
hardens his heare, and is Jifo0edient unto rae word 
of the Lord. And Pharoah (aid , who is the Lord, 
that 1 ſhould obey his voice , © let Iſrar! got | 
know not the Lord, neither will 1 let Iſ-acl go. 
They be idle (faith be) theretore they cry, faying , 
Let is go and Sacrifice unto our God, Exod. 5. 2, 
8,17. Buc the Judgments of God purſuing him ac 
the very heels, and the greivous ſwarm of Flies 
commyg mto his houſe, and into his ſervants houſes, 


«nd into all the Landoti Egypt ; (o that the Land 
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was corrupted by reaſon of the ſwarm of Flies:then 
he calls tor M ſer and Aaron , that they might go 
and Sacrifice co God ; bur where? in the Land, 
that is, 11 ais own Land , the Land of Egyprt. Bur 
what (aid Moſer * It is nt meet fo to ds , for we (ball 
ſacrifice tbe abominati ns of the Egyptians #9 the 
Lard our G+d ; Lo , ball we Sacrifice the abimting.- 
tions of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will 
they net ſtone ws # Ie rll go three days Journey 
into the Wilderneſs , and Sacrifice wrt the Loyd our 
God , 4 be (halt command is, It is n 'T mcct , or it 
s nvt right (+ todo , as veing nut (0 apprinted of 
God, who called jury the Wilderneſs to Sacrifice, 
Ex»d. 3.15. S$bail we Sacrifice the abuminationg of 
the Egyptians ? That is, 7be Beaſts mich the E- 
By Ptia'1s 4s worſhip , and do abbor i; ell yz Or 89 ſee 
hilled for Sacrifice. And the Sentencetwice repeate 
ed, may imply ewo frnies 

[. S$.1\l weSacrifce eo our God, fuch things as 
the Egyptians Sacrifice, that would be an abomi-. 
nation ro the Lord ? 

Qr, 2. Shall we Sacrifice ſuch things as God 
requireth , that would be ay abomination ty the 
Eoyptians. 

The Scriprure often calling the Gods and Sers 
vices of the Heathens, Abominations 3 As Dext. 
7, 25. and 12.30.31, 2 King, 23.13. Ezra9; te 
Iſa, 44. 19. Now che principal Sacritices of the 
Hebrews were Oxen and Sheep, Gen. 1g. 9. And 
all Shepherds, or Sheep-keepers were an abomi- 
nation to the Egyptians. Gen. 46. 34. For the 
Keyptions abſtained from Sheep , and Sacriticed 
Goats. By all which ic is -yery evident, - that 
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Pbaroab denying the 1ſ-2olitesto Worthip, as God 
had appo nred them, did oppreſsthem , not only 
in their bodies, but in their Conſciences hike- 
wil. ; which drew Jown the dreadful Judgments 
of P02 wm and his Land 3 among which; 
this Of © —_—— Peltilence. For proof 
whereof, fee Exod. 3.19, 20, ] am ſure ((aith the 
LO rd) that the King Ji þ gy PC will not les you go, 
no, mt by a mighty band And what follows ? / will 
ſtretch out my hand and ſmite E Sypr with all my 
wonders , &c, S» Ex1d g. 13, 14, 15. Thus ſaith 
the Lord God of the HEveWws, Lit my eaple go, that 
they may ſerve me ; j - 1 will at tbis time ſend all 
my plagues p01 thy bes F Cc. an 1 elpecially n 
the 15, Verſ, F or now will } it tch out my band, 
that ] may ſmite thee and thy perple with Pe te 
lence , and thon ſhalt be cut off rom the Earth. 
And in the 12. Chap. and 29. Verl. Sce what a 
dreadfu! __ tne Lord made accot lingly In 
the Land of "Ex t. And it came t» paſf, that at 
Mid-night the L. w ſarte all the firit-barn in the 
Landof Egypt, fromthe firſt-born of Pharoah that 

ſat on bi Throne, #at1 the firt-b»n of the Captive 


that was in the Dungeon , ai; | all the firſt bern of 


Cattel ; and there was a great cry in Egypt , for 
there was not « Huuſe where there was not one dead. 
See further the (everity -& God in puniſhing this 
ſin of Oppreſion , Jer. 17, Therefore , thus 
ſaith the Lord, ye have = + bearkene# unto me in 
proclaiming liberty every one to bis brother , and 
every man #9 bis neighbour ; Behold, I proclaim 8 
librrty for you , ſaith the Lord , to "the Sword, to 
the Peſtilence , and t» the Famine , and I will make 
you 
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you #0 be removed into all the Kingdoms of the earth, 
So highly diſplealing it 1s unto the Lord, for a 
people tobe oppretied , either in their civii or {pi- 
ritual liberties and enjoyments, according to that 
in Pſa. 12.9. For the oppreſſion of the por , for the 
fighing of. the needy , now will 7 ariſe (ſaith. the 
Lord) 1 will fet bim at ſafety from bins that pu - 
feth at bim. | And further, i /(2. 49. 25, 26. A 
dreadful place to all cruel Oppretfors of Gods 
people ; faith the Lord there, I will contend with 
bim that contendeth with thee , and 1 will ſave thy 
Children ; And will feed them that oppre(s thee, 
with their «wn fleſh 5 and they ſhall be drunken with 
their own blond, as with ſweet wine 3 And Amos 
2. 6. Thus ſaith the Lord, for three tran(preſtong of 
Iracl, and for four, I will not turn away the puniſh- 
ment tberesf ; Why ? Becauſe they fold the righteous 
w ſilver , and the povr for a pair of ſes. 50 Tſe, 
$2, 4, 5, 6+ Thus (ſaith the Lord ) my perple went 
down aforetime into Egypt to ſj urn there, and the 
Aſſyrian oppreſſed them withour cauſe 5 Now there» 
fore wbat have | bere, ( ſaith the Lord) that my people 
is taken away for nonght ? they that rale over them, 
make them to bowl , ( ſaith the Lord) and my name 
continually every day is blaſphemed.T hberefore my people 
ſhall know my name , therefore they ſhall know in that 
day , that I am he that doth ſpeak , behold it is I. 
By which it is very evident that the Lord does not 
onely intimate unto us, how fqrely he plagued 
the Egyptians, becauſe they had grievoully atilcted 
and opprefled his people , which voluntarily, and 
of their own accord went down into Egypz , but 
afio that ke will much more grievoully plague whe 
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Aſl: ridns that carried tem Way out of cheir own 
La dy tne! and of Caugan, wiich be had given 
them fr a+ Inheritance, and there dealc tv c: ueily 
and uamercifully with them. 

So forely difplealing is it unto the Lord, when 
thoſe that r11e over his people, {hail make chem £0 
howl ; that is, £2 Cry bitierly,, to mourn and Na- 
ment ” ely, a» it t«rendred,, Fer. 4. $. and Ezek, 
21. Torhis agrees enat in the 5oth, Chap. of 
Jeremia , and the 33, and 34. Verſes. Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hvits , the Cbil — pf Hrael, and the 
—_ FF Jadais were oppreſſed together, and all tbat 
$00k, them Captiocs bel 41 them faſt , they refwſ+4 ty 
let them 00. Their Redeemer is (trong , the Lord of 
Hailts is bis name, be ball! throuth!s plead their cauſe, 
that be may groe reit unt: the Land and 4iſquiet the 
Inbabitants of Babylon, Whint we may underftand 
by the Lords pleading oi the caife of Ins peo} If 
here, and dilquicting the inhabitants of Babyl 
thar oppreſſed tem , that of 7erem. 51. 35, 36- 
doth evidenily declare, 7 he violence dine $2 me and 
to my fleſh, be upon Babylon ſhall the Inbabitants 
of S10n fiy, and my blood upon the Inbabitants of 
C.naldea. fall Jernialem ſoy. Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord, behold 7 will pleas thy cauſe , and take 

venge nc « f r thee, and I will dry up ber Sea, and 
make her Springs dry, Waen the Locd ſhall plead 
the Ccaule of Sz, then will he take vengeance 
for her , thatis, he will avenge hmielf of his and 
her cruel opprefſing enemies; According to that 

which the Lord of H "Us, the mighty one of Iſrael 
(perks in I/z. 1. 24. Ab, I wilt caſe me of mine 
Adverlaries , and averce me of mine Enemies. 
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This is the time when he will make his Arrows 
drunk wich blood z 4 id 11s Sward to devour fleſh. 
And then what follows ? K-jce 0 3e Nations, with 
bis peaple : for be will avenge the bland of bis Ser« 
pants,and will render vengeance unto br: Arorſarces, 
and will be mercifu! wito bis Land, and to bis 
perple ; As it is in Dent, 32. 42,43. 115 1s Chat 
tune which 1s called by ene Propiec 1 419, The 
day of the Lords vengeance , andthe vcr »f vec me 
penſes for the controveriies f Son . [t : 34.8. called 
by Feremiab , the vengeance of the Lord war God, 
the veugeance of bis Temple , Jer. 52. 25. And 
tke notice then how (ſevere the Lo-y ill ve. He 
reils us, that his Sword (hall be bir1ed 1n ens 
ven, and it ſhall come down upon Idfxmes , and 
upou the people of his curſe &+ Judgenenr. By 
Idumea, we aretounlerttand Edam , or the Ede 
mites, who werethe myghelt Kind. ed ot the 7/r4te 
liter, but nota#itiltanding they were their greatelt 
enemies and oppreffors z And thereture laid che 
Lord, by the Prophet Gbadiob, Verf. 10, Fir thy 
vidlence ( meaning the Edomites) agarniſt thy Brotber 
Jacob, ſhame ſhall cover thee , and thou ſhalt be 
ext off for ever. And theſe are a Type and Fi- 
gure of all che enemies of the Church of God, 
who indeed do boalt and brag that they are de- 
{cended and born of the Church, crying up the 
Temple of che Lord , The Temple of the Lord, 
ſetting up a Worſhip of their own deviling , and 
are in the praftile of Sacraments ar d Ordinances, 
as the true Church and Spouſe ot Chritt , yet, 
indeed, and in truth , do hate , perſecute , and 
opprels the true ſpiritual and lincere worlhip- 
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pers of Jeſus. Whereby ir is very evident, what 
dreadful plagues and puniſhments che fin of op- 
preſſiondoth bring upon a Laad and Nation. 


2. The (ſecond Peltilential fin, is the fin of / er- 
ſeemtion, and batred againſt God and bis perple 3 As 
God hath his Arrows of his deliverance for the 
preſervation of his people againſt their enemies, 
g2 King.1 2-17. S0 he bath the Arrows of his Indig- 
nation and wrath, which Fob being under a ſpirit of 
deſertion and temptation apprehended were within 
him, the poiſon whereof he (aid did drink up his 
ſpirit. Fob 6. 4+ So Davidin the like condition, 
That the arrows of the Lord did \tick faſt in bim,aud 
bis hand preſſed bim ſore, Plal.38.2, And the Prophet 

eremy inhis Lamentations ; He bath bent bis bow 
(faith he) and ſet meas a mark for the Arrow, He 
hath cauſed the arrows of bis quiver to enter into my 
reins,Lam.3-12,13. 1 lay whatever might be the 
apprehenſions of thele holy and righteous men, yet 
ſurely the Lord has his arrows of his ſore diſplea- 
ſure and wrath, which as the inſtruments of death, 
he hath prepared and ordained againſt the Perſecu- 
tors, Pal.7.13. And this of the deſtroying Peſti- 
lence is one of the foreſt and ſharpeſt of them, as 
reckoned amongſt his four fore judgements, Ezek. 
14.21, And as the wiched d bend their bow, and 
make ready their arrows upon the ſtring, that they may 
privily ſhoot at the wpright in heart, Pal. 11.2. So 
the Lord he has his bow and arrows, and his Bow 
is bent alſo, and his arrows he hath ready, Pſa.7.12. 
which he ſends our and (catters his enemies with, 
Pſal.1$.14. With theſe he breaks their bones and 
Pierces 
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pierces themthrough, Num.24.8, yea, makes them 
drunk with their blood, Dext.32.42. Theſe are 
ſharp in the heart of the Kings enemies, Pſal.45-5- 
The Inſtruments and means that the Lord makes uſe 
of againſt his enemies are piercing, yea ſo piercing, 
thatthe heart, the cloſelt and ſtrongeſt part . even 
that wherein life conſilteth,ſhall be peirced thereby. 
The arrows of the Lord are like the ſwords of 
Saul and Jonathan which did execution and retur- 
ned not empty, 2 Sam-1.22. You think by flying 
away and hiding your ſelves in the thickets of the 
forreſt, you ſhall be (ecured from the ſtroke of theſe 
arrows ofGods vengeance;zbut know if yon areGods 
Enemiesand perſecutors, his band will find yau ont, 
yes bir right hand will finde ont thoſe that bate bim 3 
aud be will make you 4s a fiery oven in the time of bis 
evger, Plal,21.8,9. For wickedneſs burneth a (re, 
and it ſhall devour the briars and thorns, and ſhall 
kindle in the thickets of the forreſt , and they ſhall 
mount wp asthe lifting up of ſmoke ; for through the 
wrath of the Lord of Hoſts the land ſhell be darkned, 
and the people ſhall be as the fewel of the fire, no man 
ſhall ſpare bis brother, Ia, 9.158, 19, 1 ay, if you 
be the Lords Adverſaries, then if the Scriptures be 
true and cannot be broken, you (hall afſuredly be 
broken in peices, yea out of heaven will the Lord 
thunder upon you, 1 Sam.2.10, And if that will 
notdo, he will chrow you into the deeps,as a ſtone 
into the mighty waters, as he dealt with the perſe- 
cutors of his people, Neb.9. 12. I cannot let paſs 
thoſe dreadful imprecations which the Prophet Pa- 
vid thundereth out agaiaſt his and the Lords Adver- 


faries, under the perſon of Fuds ; Set a wicked 
man 
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man over him ((aith he)Let Satan ſtand at his right 
hand ; let him be condemne\. and his prayer be. 
come im, and his days few, and his children fa- 
therie's, and vagabonds, begging their bread ; and 
ſuch hike prophecical direfu} withes; And why all 
this * Becauſethat be remembred nit to ſew mercy, but 
perſecuted the poor and needy man, that be might even 
ft: the briken in heart Pia.1 19.09 ver.17.10 Pla 69, 
verſe 22. inJ onward - Let thetr table bec me 4 ſnare 
befare then, an tbat which hwld have been for thetr 
welCare, let it bec\me @ trap: Let their eyes be dark. 
ned thattvey ſce not, and make their loins cmntingally 
#0 ſhake, Ponr out thine indignation wpon them, and 
let thy wrathful anger tate bold of them. Let their 
babitations bedeſolate,and let nonedwell in their tents. 
Ada iniquity ts tnerr aniquity, and let them not come 
unto thy rigbte weſneſs : Letthim be blatted nut of the 
book of tbeliving, and not be written with the righte- 
ons. Now whar's the reafon that David devoreth 
lis and the Lords enemies to fuch dreadtul deftru- 
Gions > why ? even for this cauſe ; For they per- 
ſecnte bim whom thou baſt ſmitten , and talk to the 
grief of th le woom thom baſt wounded. By ail which 
he meaneth, that the wicked laid grievons aff! iCti- 
ons ad pumſhments upon ſuch, whom the Lord in 
his fatherly love had chaſtiſed, whether you un- 
derſtand ic of Chriſt or of his afflicted and perſecu. 
eel members: This is a f1a chat is highly provoking 
untothe Lord, drawing down the wrath of God to 
a KingJoms inevitable defolation and deſtruftion 
as upon Judaband Jeruſalem, 2 Chron, 36-15,16. 
whereir 1s (aid, That the Lord Godof their fathers 
Jent to them by 5s meſſengers, or prophets , riſing 
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wp betimes and ſending, becariſe be had compaſſim on 
his periple,and on bis dwelling place. Butthey mocked 
the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed bis words, and miſe 
wed ba Prophets, wtill the wrath of the Lord aroſe 
againſt bis people,ta'l there vas no remedy or no heal» 
ing 3 becauſe onthe one tide tie People repented 
not, and on che other tide Gods Jnftice required 
that their impenitency ſhould be moſt ſeverely pu- 
nilbed. Irs a hmilicude taken from lick bodies that 
are incurable ; For ( as Stephen (aid cruly, whom 
they ſtoned ) which of the Prophets bave nt your fa- 
tbers perſecuted ? and they bave ſLin them which 
ſhewed before of the coming of the Fu\t one ( meaning 
Chriſt) of whom (faith he) ye bave been now the be. 
trayers and murderers, Afts 7.52. And therefore je 
was that our bleſſed Saviour rook up that fad 1a+ 
mentationand complaint; O Ferufalem, Jeruſ4lem_ 
this that killeſt the Prophetr,ant [tmneft them which are 
ſent unto thee, bow often would I bave gathered thy 
children togetber , even as a beu gather ber chickens 
wader ber wings, and ye would nit ? And wheat fol. 
lows? Behold your bouſe is left wnto you deſolate , 
Macth, 23.37,38. Perſecution is the certain fore. 
runner of a Nations gdeſolation and Jdeſtruftion. And 
God does uſually retaliate the tin ot perſecuting 
and deſtroying men upon their owa heads ; Let their 
way be dark and ſlippery, andlet the Angel of the Lord 
perſecute them, Plal.35.6. As the fire burnetb the 
wood, and as the flame ſetteth the mountains on fire, 
ſo perſecute them with thy tempeſt, aud make them a- 
fraid with thy (form 5 Fill their faces with ſhame that 
they may ſeek thy name : O Lord, lot them be confoun« 
Fo for Goer x fo ever , yealet them be put to ſhame 
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end periſh; That men may know, that thou, whoſe 
name alone is Febovab, art the moſt bigh 1er all the 
earth, Plal, $3. 15,16,17,18. And who are they 
whom the Plalmilt imprecates theſe dreadful judg- 
ments co fall upon, bat Gods Enemiesand Perſeca- 
tors ? For ls, thine exemics make a tumult, and they 
that bate the: have lift up the head, they bave taken 
crafty counſel againit thy people,and conſulted azainſt 
thy bidden ones. They have ſaid, Come, let us cut 
them off from being a Nation ; that the name of Iira- 
el may be no more in remembrance God has his hid- 
den ones, fuch whoſe life is hid with Chrill in 
God, Col.3.;. whom the Lord elteems as his jew- 
els, keeping them 11 faithful and (fe cuſtody, bi- 
ding them 1a the fecret of his preſence from the 
pride of man,whici betake themlielves to the Lord 
for refuge eo be hid and (ecure under his tuition 
and proteftion, Pſal, 27.5. and 31. 20, Andthele 
are they that the enemies of God did conſult and 
conſpire againſt, even tv extirpate them,and to root 
them our of the land. But (ee how juſt the Lord 
is in the excucion of his righteous and terrible 
judgements vponluch : Thu faly take wp this proe 
verb (faith the Lord) againſt the King of Babylon 
and ſay, Hww baththe Oppreſſor ceaſed ? the golden 
City ceaſed ? the Lord bath brokex the flaff of the 
wicked, aud the Scepter of the Rulers. He that ſmote 
the people in wrath with « continual ſtroke ( murk 
that) betbat ruled the Nations in anger is perſecuted, 
and none bindereth, 1(a.14.4,5,6. O that this were 
ſeriouſly laid to heart by tne perſecuting ſpirirs of 
this geaeration ; whetner Gods controverlie with 
the Kingdom at this time, in this ſore yiſitation 
of 


—— a 


— 


the PESTILENCE. 13 


of the Plagueamong us, doth not ina great mea- 
ſure ſpring from thi. evil and bitter root; ſo hei- 
nous and provoking 2 it is unto the Lord, 


3+ The third peſtilential deſtroying fin, is the fin 
of Murder and Blood-ſbed thatis exerciſed upon the 
people of God. See Fer.50.11,12 13. the dread- 
tul chreatnings of the Lord againſt Babylon tor this 
very fin: Becauſe ye were glad (faith the Lord) be- 
eauſe ye rejoyeed, O ye deſtroyers of mine heritage, 
becauſe ye aro grown fat as the heifer at grafi, and bet» 
low as bull; : Mark they were the deſtroyers of Gods 
heritage, that was their lin ; and now what mull 
be their puniſhment ? Toxr mother ſhall be ſore con- 
founded, tbe that bare you ſhall be aſhamed ; bebold 
the bindermoſt of the Nations ſhall be a wilderneſ, 8 
dry land and a deſert ; becauſe of the wrath of the Lord 
it ſhall not be inbabited, bnt it ſhallbe wholly deſolate, 
every one that goeth by Babylon ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and 
biff at all her plague: .S0 in Zer,51.34,35.The Church 
complainsthere, thit Nebachadnezzar King of Ba» 
bylon had devoured her,and _ her,and made 
her an empty veſle!, and had ſwallowed her up like 
a Dragon, and filled his belly with her delicatesand 
caſt her out. What then is the Churches dreadful 
imprecation hereupon ? but that which was menti- 
oned before, The violence done to me andto my fleſh be 
upon Babylon, ſhall the inbabitants of Sion ſay, and 
my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea ſpall Jeru- 
falem ſay. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Bebold 7 


will plead thy cauſe, and take vengeance for thee,O&e. 


And Babylon ſball become heaps , a dwelling place 
for Dragons, an oftoniſhment , @ biſſing without au 
inba- 
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inhabitant. And in the 33.Yerſe, The Daughter of 
Babylon is like a threſhing foor, it is time 0 threſh 
her , ytt a little while and the time of ber harveſt 
ſhall. come. So Rev. 18. 4. Gol calls his people 
there to come out of Babylon , and wherefore ? 
that ye be not partskers of ber fins. ((aith the voice 
from Heaven) and that ye recerve not of ker Plapmer. 
$9 in the St. Verſe, Theref ve hall ber Plagnes come 
in one day, death , and mourning, and famine, 
and ſhe ſhall be wtterly burnt with Fire, for jtrong 
& the Lord who judgeth ber. And what was Babylons 
great iin ? They have ſhed the blood of Saints and 
Prophets , and thou baft given them blood to drink, 
for they are worthy , (aid the Angel of the waters. 
Rev. 16. 6. S0 Kev, 17.6. And I ſaw C (aid Fobn 
in a Vition ) the woman drunken with the blud of 
the Saints , and with the blud »f the Martyrs of Fe- 
ſas : And in ber was for the blood of Prophers , 
and of Saints , and of all that were fliin npon the 
earth, Rev. 15S. 24. And what follows? Aliclnjab, 
ſaivation , and zl ry, and bnonr , and power, unto 
the L1rd or God , for true 21:4 riobtencs are bis 1n47z- 
ments ; for be bath juazed the great Whore , which 
did corrupt th: earth with her fornication , and bath 
avenged the blood of bis ſervants at ber band And 
again they laid, Allelzjab, and ber ſmokg roſe wp 
for ever, 

For the ſpeedy execution of which righteous 
judgements of God,upon this inſatiable and blood- 
thuſty Whore, ic 18, that che fouls under the 
Alcar , that have been lain for the Word of God, 
and far che Teſtimony which chey held , are aid 
£0 cry with a loud yoice, ſaying, How long Lord, 
holy 


a 
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holy and true, doft not thou judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on che Earth 2 To which 
anſwer is made, That they ſhonld :elt yer tor a 
lictle ſeaſon, until their Fellow-Ser vants ail, and 
their brethren that ſhould be killed as they: were, 
ſhould be fultilled , Rev. 6. 9, 10, 11. That is, 
ſhin by Antichriſt and his Miniſters , who having 
Apoltatized rom the faith, ſhould arile tn rhe 
Church of Chrilt foon atter this, and by their 
ſpiritual pride and tyranny, opprels the Church, 
and perſecute and kill the Lords faithful Witneſs 
ſes , in like manner as the Gentiles the Jews, and 
other falſe Chriltians had formeriy done , Kev. 
11.7, aud 12.15, 17. Yet this is very oviervable, 
as that which may miniſter warcer of {trong con- 
ſulation co the Saints ſuftering under Antichrilts 
bloody perſecutions, that th<re13 tac eter minate 
time of Gods appoinced Judgments, ain that how. 
ever for a while the Lord defers his Puniſhmencs, 
et he certainly hears the Prayers of his faithful 
| Kannan and at la{t will be fully avenge on cheic 
Adverfaries. And though Anrichrilcs rage and ty- 
ranny 1s very gieat, yet ic is I1mited according 
to the purpole and decree of God, wh hath de- 
termined the number of Martyrs, Which num- 
ber being once accomplilied , not one yUrop of 
bluod (hall be more ſpile by that man of lin, 
that Son of perdition 3 why (Sata! 1Ke) worketh 
with all his power , compeliizg men by Fines, 
confiſcation of Goods , Impriloaments, Bamith- 
ments, aad thelike , to ſuvmit uto his ways and 
laws, 2 The/. 2. 3, 9+ and Chat under tairand glo- 
rious pretencestoo, for the ſupprelling of Roos 
an 
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and Herefies , for the beating down of fin , for 


the working of men to coaformity and uniformity, 
and the bringing of taem into obedience unto che 
Church; which to do, if the Eccleliaſtical power 
is not ſufficient, the Magiſterial power muſt be 
madeule of. But it is very evident , that the Anti. 
chriſtian religion , conhiting tor the moſt part in 
Will-worthip , and in humane traditions and in- 
ventions , could never have (ublilted to this day, 
had :t not been (upparted by an Arm of fleſh ; when 
as our Lord Jeſus with his Apoſtles and Diſciples, 
never ſought co the Civil Magiſtrate, or Powers 
of the World upon that accompe , nor is the 
Kingdom of Chrilt to be ereted and eſtabliſhed 
in this way of humane force and power. The 
weapons of our warfare ((aith the Apoſtle) are not 
carnal , 2 Cor. 10.4. It is the powers of the world 
that (hall deitroy the holy people, Nan, $. 24, It 
is the Licetle Horn , the Romilſh Antichriſt , chat 
thall make War with the Saints, and prevail a- 
gainſt them , unril the Ancient of days come, 
and that judgment be given to the Saints of the 
molt high , and that the time come that the Saints 
{hall poſleſs the Kingdom , Dan, 7. 21, 22. Itis 
he , that ſhall ſpeak great words again/t the moſt 
bigh , and ſhall wear out the Saints of the moſt 
bigh , &c. Until the Judgment ſhall fit , and then 
they (hall take away bis dominion , to conſume and 
to deſtroy it wnto the end , Dan. 7. 25, 26. And in 
wne day ſhall Babylons Plagues come, death , and 
mourning , and famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 
with fire , for ſtrong is the Lord God who judgetb 
ber, Rev. 18.8. The everity of che Lord agiiaſt 

this 


_ —— LA. ad ——_c{{ſ-” — CT WW Yew 


the PESTILENCE.: 17 


this fin of bloodſhed and cruelty, that is exerciſed 
on the Saints of God, is further ſet forth in chat 
of the Prophet Amos Chap. xz. Ver. 11. (Thus 
faith the Lord) for three cranſgreflions of Edom, 
and for four 1 will not curn away che puniſhment 
thereof z and why ? Becauſe he did purtue his Bro» 
ther with the Sword, and did caſt off all piry, and 
his anger did cear perpetually, and kept his wrata 
for ever. For this alſo hath the Lord 2 controe 
verfie with the Land ; becauſe, by killing and ſteal= 
ing, &c. they break out, and blood toucheth 
blood. Therefore ſhall che land mourn, and every 
one that dwelleth therein (hall languilh, Hoſes 4; 
1,2,3. So in the Pjal. 94. 5,6, They break in 
pieces thy people, O Lord, and aftiict thine heri- 
rage,they (lay the widow,andthe itranger,and mur- 
der che fatherle(s ; yer chey lay, the Lord ſhall not 
ſee. And what then ? O Lord God, co whom ven- 
geance belongeth, ſhew thy (elf: Lift up thy (elf 
thou Judge of the earth, render a reward to the 
proud. So highly provoking is ic unto the Lord, 
for any to have a hand in che deſtroying of Gods 
hericage 5 As the Pſalmiſt laich , When the Lord 
ſhall make inquilicion for bivo4d, he will remember 
tnem, and not forget che cry of the humble, or of 
the aftlited. 

4. The fourth peſtilential and highly provoking 
{in, is the {in of Idolatry, which is the worſhipping 
of falſe Gods, or the true Godin a falle manner. 
This is that fin, that hath greatly incenſed the Lord 
to ſend this ſore Judgement of the Plague or Peſti- 
lence, and the Sword among a people, F«4g. 5. 5. 
It is aid, they choſe new gods, then was war 1n 

G che 
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the gates. When! 7ſrael forſook the Lord, and his 


true worſhip, and feil co che worthipping of che 
I491- Gods of the Heatien, then the Lord ever and 
anon puniſhed theta with war. And as the Sword, 
ſo the Pettil-ence brake 1 among chem for this very 
ſin, Pſal. 106. 25, 29. They joyned chem(elves 
alſo to Baal.Perr, and cat the laciihices of the dead; 
Thus they provoked lm eo auger with thei 11 
ventions, aid the Plague brake 1n upon them, See 
Num, 25.2, to which this in che Pſalmes doth re- 
ferre, Itis ſaid, they called the people tothe Sa» 
critceof their Go.i+, and the people did eat aiid 
bowed down to» thzir gods. And J7ſrae! joyned 
himſelf co Baal-perr, and rhe anger of the Lord 
was kindled againlt 1/-4-/; fo that there died in 
the Plague, no ici» then four and twe'icy thoutand, 
and maay more had veen deftroved h:4 not Phine- 
bas itood up and executed judgement, 3: trrned 
away the wrath of rhe Lord, and to toe Plague was 
ſtayed, asin the 30. eſe 08 that 106. Pſalm comp, 
with Nam. 25.11. Þal-peor was th 1d 1-204 of 
the Moabites, an the Daughters of the Mravites 
they called or invited the peopleto the facritices or 
offerings of their gods; chey allured the people 
by flelbly baices co detile their bodies and fouls 
with whoredom and idolatry, and the people they 
participated or communicated with them in 
their idolatry, which itn God in a (pecial man- 
ner ha. forewarned them of, Ex94. 34. 12, 13, 14, 
I5,16, 

Take heed eo thy (elf, leſt chou make a Covenanc 
with che Inhabitants of the Land, whither thou 
goelt , let it be for a ſnare in the midlt of thee. 
Bur 
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Bat ye ſhall deffroy their Altars, break their 


Images, and cnt down their Groves. For tho: 
ſhale worlhip no other God, for the Lord whole 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God, Lelt 
thou make a Covenant with the Inhabicancs 
of the Land , and they go a whoring after their 
gods, and do ſacrifice to their gods, and one cal! 
chee, and thou eat of his (acrihce, and thou tal; 
of their Daughters unto thy Sons , and their 
Daughters go a whoring after cheir gods, and make 
thy "Sons 00 a whoring after theic gods. An. 
hence it was, that the Apoſtle Pax! dehorted th: 
Corinthians,lelt they ſhould be guilty of the lit< 
lingand ſoincurre the ke puniſhment, 1 Cor,10.- 
Neither let us commit fornication, as ſome ot 
them committed (meaning ſpir itual as well as cor- 
poral uncleanneſs) and fell in one day three an} 
ewenty thouſand, though there was four and ewent 
thouſand fell in all, but three and twenty thouſau,! 
of chem fell or perithed in one day, 

So when Moſes was in the Mount with God. au * 
the People had made them a Molden Calf, and gav: 
it Divine Adoration, ſaying, TI hefe be thy g ods ( 
Iſrael which brought «| hee up out of the and 
Egypt ; How did the wrath of the Lord E-rogs , 
wax hot againlt them for co conſume them, [1:.) 
not Moſes { his choſen) Rood before him in « 
breach, co turn away his wrath, leſt he ſhould < 
ſtroy them ; yet, (aith the Lord, Nevertheleſs, 
the day when I viſit, I will viſittheir ſin upon then 

And the Lord plagued the people, vecaule * 
made the Calf which 4ar9z made. See Pſa!. !-. 
23. comp. with Exod. 32,4. and 35, verſes, 
6-0 w.,. ave 
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whence was that dehortation of che Apoltle li: e- 
wiſe in that 1 Cor. 10.7.Neitber ((aith he ) be ye Id5- 
laters, as were ſome of them,as it is written the people 
ſate down to eat and drink and roſcup to play. The 
word is uſed for laughing or rej»ycing, Ger. 21. 6, 
here it is meant of taeir tinging and dancing about 
the Golden Calf they had made, as in the 15.and 
19. verſes of Ex14. 32. as aforeſail. 50 Fer. 19.3, 
4,5. Thw ſaith the Lordof Hiſts, the Godof Ijrael, 
Bebold, 1 will bring evil upon this place, the which 
whoſnever beareth, bu ears ſhall tingle, And where- 
fore will the Lord be {o levere ? Becauſe they have 
forſaken me, f(aich che Lord , and have eltranged 
this place, and have burut wicenle in ic unto other 
gods, whom neither chey nor taeir fachers have 
known, nor the Iv'ngs of Fxdab, and have hlled 
this place with cae blood ct Innocents ; they have 
built alſo the high places of Baal to burn tleir Sons 
with fire for burn oficrings unto Bal, which 1 
commanded not, nr {pake it, neicle: came itinto 
my mind : Therefore, behold, che Joys come faith 
the Lord,rhac | will caule chem tofall by the Sword 
before their enemies, &c, and ther Carkaſes will | 
give to be meat for the fowles of the heaven, and 
for the beaſts of the earth ; and 1 will make this 
City deſolate and an hilling : every one that paſſeth 
thereby ſhall be aſtonilbed and hiſs, becauſe of all 
the Plagues thereof. So Exzek, 33. 25, 26, 27- 
Wherefore (thus ſaith the Lord ) ye eat with the 
blood and lit up your eyes towards your Idols, 
and ſhed blood, and ſhall ye poſleſsthe land ? &c. 
Thus faith the Lord God. As I live, ſurely, they 
that are in the waſtes ſhall fall by the Sword, &c. and 
they 
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they that be in the Forts, and in the Caves (hall dye 
of the Peſtilence. For I will lay the Land moſt de- 
ſolate, and the pomp of her ſtrength ſhall ceaſe. 
Hence it is (aid, that in Heb they provoked the 
Lord to wrath, (> that the Lord was angry with 
them to have deltroyed them, Dext, 9. $. And 
Peut.32.16,to 21.T hey provoked him to jealoulie 
with ſtrenge gods, with abominations provoked 
they him to anger. They (acrifced ro Devils,nort 
to God ;to gods whom they knew not, to new 
gods that came newly up, whom their Fathers fear- 
ed nor, Of the Rock rhat begar them they were 
unmindful, and had forgotten God that formed 
them. What then? And when the Lord (aw it, 
he  abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking of 
his Sons, aad of his Daughters. And he (aid, I will 
hide my face from them, I will (ce what their end 
ſhall be, 

For this fin of Idvlatry it was that the Lord 
brought evil upon the houſe of Feroboam, (miting 
all his houſe, in ſo much that he lett not ronim any 
that breathed, but took them away, asa man taketh 
away dung, till it be all gone; forfaith the Text, 
He made him other gods, and molten Images, to 
provoke the Lord to anger, and did caſt the Lord 
behind his back. See 1 King. 14. 9. comp. with 
Chap. 15. 29. and 30. &e, Addtothis,that: in the 
44. of Feremiah the 7, and 8, Yerſ. Thus (ith che 
Lord, the God of Hoſts, the God of Iſrge}, Where» 
fore commit ye this great evil againft you ſouls, to 
cut off from you man and women, Chika and ſucks 
ling out of 7adab, to leave you none co-remainz 
In that yeprovoke me unto wrath with the works 
C ; of 
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of your hands, burning incenſe unto other gods, 
Se, that ye might cut your felves off, and that ye 
mighe be a curſe and reproach among all the Nati 
ans of the earth. So lughly provoking 1» this lin 
of Idolatry unto God, as you many fee furthe: 
Exod. 20. 4,5- Dent. 6. 14,15.and 32. 21. which | 
fay ( that we may not be miltaken concei ning 't ) 
doth conſiſt, not only in the worſhiping of 1dots 
andfalſe gods;bur of the erue God in a falle manner. 
It may be, thor wile nor be {0 grofs, to fall dawn 
and givedivine Adoration to an Image, yet if thou 


qdoſt worſhip God before and by a» Image, thou 
Fare an Tdolater. "The Image witich the Jews mae 
'of the erue God, is condemned of God himielt 


Ex-d. 32.8. and they that made it were puniſhed 
as Idolaters 1 Cor. 19.5, 7. It is therefore a dotage 
in Popery, eo diſtinguith between lol and Inage, 
and to make the Pitture of a faile god onely to be 
an Idol; not conlidering, that tie making of an 
Image, orthe likeneſs of God, or of any Creature 
in Heaven or Earch (or a religions end, to give ir 
divine adoration and worſhip, or co worſhip God 
by it,is Idolatry, forbidden by che Scriptures, even 
by the Lord lamſelf, Dext.5.S, 9. Thox ſhalt nt 
make thee any graven Image, or any likeneſs of any 
thing, &c, Thou ſhalt not baw down thy ſelf ant? 

them, nor ſervc them, 
2ly. Idolatry may be (aid to be all bumane inven- 
11011 and traditions of men, thruſt into the divine wor- 
hip and ſervice” of God, Deaf, 12,32. Whatſoever 
I'command you, faith the Lord, that obſerve and 
do, thou ſhalt tor add thereto, &c. So faid our 
>fefled Sitiour, In vain they 4; warſhip me, teaching 
' 0 for 
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for Doftrines the Commandments of men. And you 
tranſpreſs (or reject; fruſtrate and make void) the 
commandments of God by your traditions, Matth, 
15.3.9. Mark,7.9. Therefore all craditions and ſa- 
peritirions contrery to the Word of God, areto 
be avoided and abhborred by all who will be tound 
worſhipping of God in (pirit and in truth, accbr- 
ding to his own mitiention 1nd preſcription. 
3ly. The (etting the hare tnordinately apon 
any creatiire, by fearmmy, foving, 1d ern '1ng in 
it more then in Gol, and above God, 1s Idolatry 
m Gods account, Phil.3.19. The Apoſtle com- 
plains of ſome, whote God was there beily's' and 
the Propher Ez-\3eFfperks of fetring up of Idols in 
the heare, Exch, 14.2,4. 
4ly. Tne immvderate love ute, and the di- 
ſ{truſtful care for the tings of this '1He, fallsunder 
this denomination of Idtatry. Hence itis thatche 
Apoſtle (aith, That nownclean perſin, or covetans men 
who is an [dolater, bath any inveritance in the kingdom 
of (briſt andof God, Ephb.5 5. the one makes his luſt, 
the other hismony hi-God. And the Apoſtle in Cot. 
3-5. among other che ins and luits of che fleſh,calls 
Covetouſne(s IdoJatry;For which things (ake(faith 
he) the wrath-of God cometh on the children of 
difobedience. All cheſe kinds of Idolatries by the 
- Apoſtle Peter areexpreſt I conceive,under the name 
and title of abominable 1dolatries, 1Pet.4.3.Hence 
it is, | {nppoſe, that John in the conclution of his 
Epiſtle hath this exhortation to the belervers of 
his time, Little children keep your ſelve, from Idols. 
Now all Idols being vanities, and the work of er- 
rors, whictrin the time of their vilication ſhall pe- 
C 4 riſh, 
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Fiſh, Fer 10.145. Then'it mult needs follow, That 
they that obſerve lying vanities, forſake their own 
mercy, 70.2.3. And this 15 the fourth Peſtilential 
fin, ſo highly provoking the Lord: 


5. The fifth peſtilential deſtraying hn, ische fin 
of {overonſneſſ, conlilting in a greedy inordinate 
defire after gain, unto which evili whoſoever is 
ſubjet is the ſervant and (lave of all other fins. Sv 
inſatiable and unſatisfied he is , that like the man 
that hath the Droplte, the more he drinketh, the 
more he thirſteth. This fin of Covetouſneſs iscall- 
ed Idolatry, Col.3.5. and Epbeſ,5,5. Becauſe the 
coyetous perſon not only prefers his treaſure; be- 
fore God, but doth place the happineſs and felici- 
ry of. his life in his ſubſtance; like the fool in the 
Golpel, Lak; 12. 15, 16. And what lin is there 
that is more provoking untothe Lord , or that 
pulls down more the wrath of God upon a Nation 
or Kingdom, a1 inftaaced betore, then the bn 
of Idolatry ? For which things ſakethe wrath of 
Gand cometh on the cbildren of diſobedience, Col.3.6. 
So abhorring a lin it 15 unto the Lord, Pſal.10.3. 
The wicked blelleththe Coverous, whom the Lord 
abhorreth, And therefore I, finde it ranke with 
thaſe other aforementioned (o highly provoking 
fins of Blondſhed, Oppreſſion and Perſecution , Jer. 
22,17, But chineeyes and thine heart are not bur 
for thy covetoulge(s, and for eo (hed innocent 
blood, and for opprellion, and for violence to do 
it. And what before? Wo unto him, that build- 
eth his houte by unrighteoulnelſs, and his cham- 
bers by. wrong: Shalt thou reign becauſe thou cio» 
ſelt 
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ſeſt thy ſelf in cedar « Didnot thy father eat and 
drink, and do judgement and juſtice, apd then it 
was well with him? &c, Jer,22. 13,15. Thelike 
woe or denunciation of judgemene againſt this vile 
provoking fin, you have in 7ſa.5,8,9, Woeunto 
them that joyn houſe co houſe, that lay field to 
field,cill there be no place ; that 1s,for the poor co 
dwell,that they may be placed alone in the midſt of 
the earth. And mark what follows, In: mine ears 
ſaid the Lord of Hoſts, of a truth many houſes ſhall be 
deſolate ,. even great and fair without inbabitants. 
O chat our great Builders and incloſers of our 
times, would ſeriouſly Jay ehis Scripture to heart. 
How many houſes now hath God made defolate in 
City and Suburbs ? how many great and fair dwel. 
lingsnow ſtand empty without an inhabitant ? You 
have the like woe denounced 10 Micha 3. 1, 2, 3. 
Wo to them that deviſe iniquity , and work evil upon 
their bed;,&c. and they covet fields, and take them by 
violence, and houſes and take them away, ſo they op- 
preſs 6 man ard bis bouſe , even 4 man and bis beri- 
tage 3 And what follows hereupon ? Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord, Bebold againit this F amily do I deviſe 
an evil , from which ye ſhall not remove your mecky, 
neither ſhall ye go bangbtily , for this time is evil. 
Mark, I pray you , its laid they covet helds, and 
houſes, and take them by violence ; If they do bur 
fancy or get.a mind to (uch and ſuch a piece of 
Land, to ſuch a Houſe , or ſuch like poſſeſſions, 
they will haveit, and force it away from the owners 
thereot; As Abab in the caſe of Naboths Vine- 
yard , 1 King, 21. And thus they oppreſs, or 
prattiſe violence upon amanand his houle, even a 
man 
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man and his heritage , or his inheritance, that is, 
they make him poor and (ad , diſpoſſeſling and be- 
reaviag the Proprietor thereof, which God would 
in a9 wile allow to be taken away, or alienated 
from the heir. Therefore , ſaith the Lord, Bebold I 
deviſe an evil againſt this Family , or againf8 this ge- 
neration : Even asthey wickedly deviſe, contrive 
and pratiſe the evil of fin, fo do I now deviſeche 
evil of puniſhment, that ſhall be executed upon 
them ; from which ye ſhall not remove your 
necks z. the yoke of bondage which ye (hall be 
made £o-undergo , ſhall be (o cloſe and ftrong 
upon you. And from whence proceeds all theſe 
evil incroachments, theſe violent oppreſſions and 
praftiles, bur from this evil and bireter root of 
covernuſnels ? Againft whicly the Prophet Habak- 
kak comes forth with the like woe, and denunci- 
ation of judgment ; Woe to himthat coveteth an evil 
cavetouſieſ? to bir bouſe, that he may ſet bir neſt on 
bigb', tbat be may be delivered from the power of 
evi], And mark what follows ? Thow batt conſulted 
ſhame to thy boyſe , by cutting off many people, and 
baſt ſinne, again't thy ſoul » For the lone ſhall cry 
ont of the Wall , and the beam out of the Timber 
fall auſwer it. Woe to bim that buildeth a Torn 
with hlod, and eftabliſheth a City by iniquity, Be- 
bold, i# it not of the Lord of Hoſts , that the people 
ſhall labor in the very fire , and the people ſhall 
weary themſelves for very vanity , Hab. 2. 9, 10, 
11,12, 13. Woe to bim that coveteth an evil cove- 
$owſneſs, that be may ſet bis neſt on bigh , that 1s, 
that ſeeks and prattices by all manner of baſe, un- 
worthy , and unwarrantable ways , to inrich _ 
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ſelf, his wife, children, and poſterity, thrt he and 
his family may rife and become great avd famous 
in the world, and live ſecure and ſafe. A fhimi-« 
litude taken from the Eagle and (uch Birds, as love 
to build+rheic Nelts in high places. 0bad. 4. Well, 
but conlider a little what thou art doing all this 
while in contrivinzco be (o great; Thon haſt bur 
conſulted ſhame to thy houſe, faith the Lord, as 
if he had aid , Thou hatt (ferting al} honour and 
honeſty alide) raked much riches together, and 
raiſed great and ſtate'y Palaces and Places, and 
filled and adorned the fame with alt manner of 
rich and (umpenous Fieaitare, yet all this ſpeaks 
bur thy own ſhame-2nd infamy, becauſe thou 
haſt accumulated, and heaped all chis rogerher, by 
thy covetous and unworthy praiſes. And thou 
haſt tinned againſt thy own- (ont in all chat cho 
haſt done. And therefore the ſtone out (of the wil 
ſhall ery; Trne very Stones wherewitl thy Palaces 
are built, {hail ceſtitie againſt thee , namely, that 
thou haſt buile them unrighreoutly, by wrong= 
ing, and injuring of others, which cal! atoud co 
God for vengeance agsinſt thee. 4nd therefrre woe 
to bim that buildeth a City with blood , or blads, 
a$ it is inthe Original 3 that'is, with murder , or” 
with the goods of him” or them that are flain or 
murdered , or with. che fweat and blood of the 
people. Ezekiel calls it the bloody City ; Woe to 
the bloody City, I will even make the pile for fre 
great , Ezek. 24.9. So the Prophet Nabum ; Woe 
$0 the bloody City , or City of bloods, it is full of 
lier and robberies , the prey departeth mt. And 
therefore , Bebold , it is not of the Lord, that tbe 
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cople ſhall labour in the very fire , and weary them. 
Fits for vanity ? It is of the Lord ſurely, ir 
comes to paſs by che ſecret counſel of God, that 
theſe Houſes and Cities which they build, thall 
either come to be conſumed by fire ; And 
what dreadful fires hath hapned amongſt us of 
late days ? or elſe che people (hall weary them- 
ſelves in vain , for vanity and to no purpoſe 3 
ſecing it comes {o ſoon to be deitroyed and ruina- 
ted, what they build. 

Therefore ſaith the Lord, Bebold I bave ſmitten 
ety band at thy diſhoneſt gain which thou baft made , 
and at thy. blood which bath be:n in the midſt of 
thee , Ezek. 22. 13. intimating an abhorring of 
their wickedneſs, and a purpole to proceed againſt 
them in fury , as is expounded in Ezek, 21. 17. 
1 will ſmite my bands together, ana I will cauſe 
my faryto reſt; I the Lord have ſaid it. All hold- 
ing forth the Lords great difpleaſure againſt rhis 
ſore evil, which is more evidently manifeſted, by 
conſulting ſome few Verſes more in that 22. of 
Ezelgel , beginning at che 24th. Verſe, Son of man, 
ſay unto ber, Thou art the laud that is motcleanſed | 
nor rained xp in the day of indignation. As if the 
Lord had Gaid , Thou-art the Land chat is not 
amended or retormed by my Judgements, and 
puniſhments, that hath not had her (bowers of 
rain to cleanſe theez my judgements will not 
cleanſe thee. As a great ſhowre of rain (you 
know ) is wont to cleanſe and wath away the filth 
and dirt of che ſtreets ; Thy filthine(s remains ſtill 
uynwaſhed away : But how comes this co paſs? 
There is aconſpiracy of ber Prophet in the mid(t there- 
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of , likg « roaring Lyon ravening the prey * they bave 
devoured ſouls : And what elſe ? They bave taken 
the Treaſure and precions things : they bave made ber 
many Widows in the mid(t thereof, They did devour 
' the godly mens eſtates, and bereaved the Wo- 
| menof their Husbands, by their falfe accuſations, 
and evil praftiſes , cauling them £9 be put co 
death. 
| This was that devouring of Widows houſes, 
' which our bleſſed Saviour fo ſharply reproved, 
' the Scribes, and Phariſes, and Hypocrites of 
thoſe days , and all under a pretence of making 
long Prayers. Therefore, (aid he , ye ſhall receive 
the greater damnation, Mat. 23. 14. Much like co 
what che Prophet Micha (pake of in his day, Micha 
3.1-,11, 12. They build wp Zion with blood , and 
Jeruſalem with gn2quity. The heads thereot judge 
| for reward , and the Prieſts thereot teach for hire, 
and che Prophers thereot divine for money 3 Oh. 
ſervethat, ſet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 
is not the Lord among us f? none evil can come upon 
w. The Prieſts taught for bire , that 1s, out of a 
y covecous difpolition , they ſuftered chemſelves to 
be drawn for money to Teach and Preach accor- 
ding to mens Pallates, like to choſe which Pax! 
ſpake to Titus of , who ſubverted whole bonuſes , 
teacbing things which they ought not, for filtby Iucres 
ſake , Fic. 1.11. Whereas they ſhould bave been 
content with Gods allowance , and held forttthe 
pure Word of God without regard to men. In 
wooſe months the Law of truth ſhould be, and in 
whoſe lips iniquity ſhould nat be found , Mal. 2.6. 
Thus for the Prietts 3 Then for the Prophets, o 
id 
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did divine for money , meaning the falſe Pro« 
Phets. The Lord implying here, that both in 
the Civil and Ecclehaitica! State among his people 
all was corrupted, and to be bought and fold 
for money 5 Acco ding to whnt the Prophet 
Iſaiab complained in his time, 1ſa. 1. 23. Thy 
Princes are rebellious and companions of Thieves ; 
every one lyveth gifts , and foloweth after rewards, 
they 1udze nt the Fatherleſs , neither doth the cauſe 
of the Widow come unto them. 

Or as he proceeds further in Exzek. 22. 26,27. 
Her Prie/ts bave violated my law, and have prophaned 
my holy tbings 3 they bave put no difference between the 
holy and propbane, nor between the unclean and the 
clean, Her Princes in the mid(t thereof are like roar+ 
ing wolves, ravening the prey, to ſhed blood and to de- 
ftroy ſonls, and to get diſhone(t gain, And yet ſays the 
Prophet Micab, They did lean upon the Lord. How 
leanupon the Lord ? not with a holy truſt and con- 
fidence (which is ever accompanied with godlinels) 
bur in hypocrifie, our of an impudent arrogancy, 
and a vain, bold and carnal preſumption ; as it God 
wasengaged co protett them, ler themlive and do 
what They pleaſed; Like thoſe that the Prophet Iſay 
ſpeaks of, That (wore by the name of the Lord, and 
made mention of the God of Iſrael,burn1t in eruth, 
nor in righteouſne(s ; And yet they calledthem- 
telves of che holy City, and ſtaied themſelves upon 
the God of Iſrael, 1ſ4.45.1,2. Or like untothem 
in. the Prophet | res time , that cried The 
Jempleof the Lord, the Temple of the Loyd, and yet 
in the mean time they oppreſſed the ſtranger, the 
fatherle(s, and the widow,and ſhed innocent blood, 
and 
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and did fteal,and murder and commir adultery, and 
ſwore falſely, Fer.7.4,6,9-But how intol lexable this 
was with God, the ſequel makes it evident ; There. 
fore ſhall Sion for your ſakes be plougbed as a field, 
and Fernſalem ſhall become beaps that is,(hall be ucter. 
ly deſtroyed and laid waſte;So little care and regard 
had God of Sion and 7eruſalem,and of bis holy Tem- 
ple it (elf, being thus polluted and Jetiled. And 
therefore ſaith the Lord (in Ezekyet 32 wt.) bave 
I ponred ont mine indignation upon them, I bave con. 
ſumed them with the fire of my wrath : Their own way 
bave ] recompenſed upon their beads, ſaith the Lord, 


So again , for chis doth the Lord threaten, Ffnt— 


their houſes ſhall be turned unto others, with their 
fields and wives together. And he will ſtretch our 
his hand upon the inhabitancs of the land!—For 
( ſaith he )) rom the lealt of them even unto the 
greateſt of them, every one is given eo Covetoul- 
nels, and from the Prophet even unto the Prieſt, 
every onedealeth fallly, Zer.6.12,13. Which ava- 
ricious or covetous diſpotition was ſo predominant 
1" them in the Prophet Iſaiab*s time, 7ſa.56.10,11. 
Tnat he termed the Watchmen then ( which were 
che Prieft# 21:4 Rulers of the people, as Fer.$.10, 
and Eze -.. not only blind, and ignorant, and 
dumb 4d... *« :/-at could not bark, &c, but greedy 
dogs alſo, ir t could never have enough. Like dogs 
ſtrong in deie, in luſt, in appetite, greedy and 
unſatiable, chart could not be fatished with money 
or large revenues. And what follows in che nexc 
chapter v.17.For the iniquity of bis covetomſnefl was 
I wrath, ſaid the Lord, and ſmete bim; and{whe- 
cher this might not be a (miting with the peltilence, 
Dent, 
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Dent, 283. 22, 27..comp. with Exch. 33.27. and 31; 
verſes ; I ſhall leave it to the wiſe to judge. How 
did he ſmite Gebazi with the Plague of Leprofie 
for thisthing? 2 King. 5. 27. ſo highly provoking 
a fin, is this 1un of Covetoxſneſr unto the Lord. And 
oh, that this were wiſely conſidered andapplied by 
the men of this Generation, yea by the carnal and 
earthly minded Profellions of our times. For 
ſure it is , That the love of money is the root of all 
evil, which while ſome coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with 
many ſorroxes, 1 Tim. 6, 10. 


6. Te (ixth Peſtilential deſtroying fingis the ſin 
of Carſing, and Swearing, and Falſe-ſwearing. This 
was theihin of Shemei that curſed David, mentioned 
in the 2Sam,16.5.And ſee how the Lord did return 
his wickedneſs upon his own head, being {lain by the 
Command of King Solomon, 1 King,2.44,46, This 
the Pſalmiſt lays down as the certain Charater of a 
wicked man, that bis month is full of Curſing and 
deceite + And what imprecations does he uſe in his 
Prayer againlt him ? Break thou the Armezs of the 
wicked, and the evil man : Seek out bis wickedneſs till 
tho find none, Pal, 10.7, 15. Rom, ;; 144, So in 
the 109. Pſal. Let Satan ſtand at his qighthand, 
and when he (hall be judged, let him be condemn- 
ed, and let his prayer become f1n, let his days be 
few, his Children Fatherleſs, his Wife a Widow, 
his Children Vagabonds, and beg their bread : Lec 
their be none £o extend mercy unto him, let his 
Poſtericy be cur off, and in the generation follow- 
ing, let their name be blotted out, let the iniquity 
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of his Fathers be remembred with the Lord,and ler 
not the fin of his Mother be blotted out, and ler 
the Lord cur off the memory of them from the 
earth. And mark what follows. As he loved 
curling, fo let it come unto him ; as he delighted 
not in bleſſing, (© let it be far from him. As he 
cloathed himſelf with curling like as with a Gar- 
ment, (o let it come into his bowels like water, 
and like oyle into his boges. Let it be unto him 
as the garment whichcovereth him,and fora girdle 
wherewith he is girded continually. It istrue the 
Apoſtle Peter doth apply ſomething of this to 7ix- 
4x ,uho betrayed our Lord Chriſt, 44. 1. 20, Bur 
it cannot exclude all other the curſed enemies of 
Chriſt, who love curling , and cloath chemfclves 
with it as with a garment. 50 Fer, 23.9, 10. Mize 
beart within me ( laith he) is broken , becauſe of the 
Propbete , all my bones ſhakg, &c, becauſe of the , 
Lord , and becauſe of che words of his holineſs. 
For the Land is full of Adulterers, for becauſe of 
Swegring the Land mourneth. To this agreeth that 
of the Prophet Hiſes Chapter 4. 1,2, 3- verſes. 
Where it is ſaid, That the Lord hath a Conero- 
verhe with the lahabicanes of the Land, becauſe 
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
God in the Land, By (wearing and lying, &e. 
they break out and blood toucherh blood : Thece- 
fore (hall the Land mourn . and every one chat 
dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh. The dreadfulneſs 
of this f1n is further (er forth by Zacbaries flying 
roll, Zach. 5. 3,4- This is che Curſe that goeth 
forth, over the face of the whole earth, for every 
one that (tealeth (hall be cut off, and every one that 
ſyear-th (ſhall be cut of, &e, 1 will brig it forth, 
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faith the Lord of Hoſts, and ic ſhall enter into the 
houſe of the Theif, and into the houſe of him that 
{weareth falſely by my name 5 and it ſhall remain 
in the midſt of his houſe, and (hall conſume ic with 
the Timber thereof, and the Stones thereof. And 
in the 3. of Malachy and the 5. 1 will come near to 
you to Judgement, and I will be a ſwift witneſs 
againſt the Sorcerers, and againſt the Adalterers, and 
againſt Falſe. ſwearers. 

Q chat theſe things were ſeriouſly laid to heart 
by the prophane Curſers, and Swearers, and Falle- 
ſwearers, and the Damnme- creatures of our times. 
O that they would conlider, how their curſed hel. 
liſh hideous, new-invented, unheard of, Diabolical 
oaths, do now make the Land mourn, and thoſe 
that dwell therein to languith ! 'and how near the 
Lord is come unto them 1n the terribleneſs of his 
judgment ! Is it not very evident that the Lord for 
theſe things hath a controveriie with the Inhabi- 
tants of che Land ? 


7. The ſeventh Peltilential deltroying tin, 15 
the lin of Adxltery, Fornication, and fuch like cor- 
poral uncleanacls. See this in that 25. of Nam. 1, 
6, 7, 8. verſes. When Iſrael abode in Shirtim, it is 
ſaid che people began to commic Whoredome with 
the daughters of Moab, And Zimri and Corbi be- 
ing taken in the very at of uncleaaneſs, P binehs 
the Son of Eleazar, the Son of Aaron the Prielt, 
when he ſaw ic, he roſe up from amongſt the Con- 
gregation, and cook a Javelin in his hand, and he 
went after the man of 7ſrael into the Tent, and 
thruit both of them through, the man of 1/rat!, 
and the woman through her belly : So the Plague 
was 
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was ſtayed thereupon from the Children of Iſrael, 
yet thoſe that died in the Plague, as was mentioned 
before, was no leſs then T wenty and four Thou- 
ſand. So in the 12. of Gen. 14, 15, 17, When 
Abraham came into Egypt with Sars;i his wife, » 
fair woman to look upon, and the was no ſooner be- 
beld by the Egyptians, and the Princes of Pharaob, 
but they commended her before Pharavh ; and 
faith the Text, the woman was taken into Pharaobs 
houſe, that is, ſhe was taken away from Abraham, 
into the Royal Seraglio or Palace, co be fitted and 
prepared there, according to the Cuttome of thoſe 
Countries, that the King might take her co Wiſe, 
as Heſt.2.9. In the mean time God provided for 
Abrabams entertainment , and his Wives chaſtity 
together ; for Pharaob entreated Abram well for 
her ſake. And in the 17, verſe 15 15 ſaid , The Lord 
plagned Pharaoh and bis Houſe with great Plagner, 
becauſe of Sarai, Abrams wife, What king of 
plagues choſe were is uncertain, but doubtleſs chey 
ſerved as well to hinder and obitruct the abuling of 
Sarsi's body, asto puniſh the King, and his Dome- 
ſticks, and Courtiers treſpals. This great delive- 
rance David celebrateth in Pſal, 105. 14. When 
they went from one Nation to another, from one King- 
dom to another People. He ſuffered no man to do them 
wrong, yea, be reproved Kings for their ſakgs, ſaying, 
Touch uot mine anointed , and do my Prophets no 
barm. 

But chis is obſervable, that if the Lord was fo 
ſevereto puniſh chis filthy fin of Adulcery, or Un- 
cleanneſs, when it was but delignedly or intentio- 
nally committed (anU Pharaoh knew not Chat Sarat 
was Abrams wite) with _ ſeverity may we _— 
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will he proceed againſt ſuch, who deliberately, 
knowingly , delightfully and impudently live in 
the perpetration and commiltion of it > and when 
didthis fin of Whoredom, Adultery and Forni. 
cation ever walk upon down (o brazen-faced, with 
ſuch an imperious worilh forchead, as in the men 
and women of our generation ? ſounſatiable they 
are in their filrhinels an uncleannels. Upon 
which account may not the Lord fay to this City 
of London, yea tothe Land and Nation in general, 
as he did to Ferwſalem in the Prophet Feremy's 
ctime ? How ſhall 7 pardin thee for this ? thy chil- 
dren bave forſaken me, and ſworn by them that are 
mo gods : When I bad fedthem to the full, they then 
committed Adultery, .and aſſembled themſelves by 
troops in the barlots boyſes. They were as fed borſes 
in the myning, every oneneighed after bis neighbours 
wife; Through lultfulneſs , like wanton horſes : 
And mark whac follows ? Shell 7 not viſit for theſe 
things , ſaith the Lord ? and ſhall not my ſoul be a- 
venged on ſuch a Nation #s this ? Go ye mp mhon ber 
walit and deſtroy, but makg not a full end; take away 
her battlements, for they are not the Lords, &ec. Jer, 
5. 7,3,9,10, And may we not think the Lord may 
juſtly have a controverſie with the inhabitants of 
this Land, as he had with the children of ſrael in 
the Prophet Hoſes's time ; And wherefore 7 Be- 
cauſe there 1sno truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge 
of Godin the land; But by (wearing, and fying, 
and killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adultery 
they break out,ind blood toucheth blood. There. 
fore (hall the land mourn, and every one that 
dwellet! thereinſhall languiſh,&ec. Hoſc4.1,2,3. So 
chat good Prophet Jeremy, Mine heart (faith he) 

within 
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within me is broken, becauſe of the Prophets, all 
my bones (ſhake, Iam like « drunken man, 2nd like 
a man whom wine hath ove: come, becavie of the 
Lord, and becauſe of the words of (11s holineſs. 
For the Land is full of 4dxlteries, Fer, 23. 9,10, 
Andin Fer, 13.27, live ſeen thine Adulteries, and 
thy neighings,the lewdneſs of thy Whoredoms, &c, 
What then ? Wo-unto thee O fernſalem.This, though 
it may have reference to their fin of Idolatry, as 
before, which may be called fpiritual Adultery, 
yet it cannot exclude that which is corporeal , 
which God will ſeverely pumith ; For Whoremon- 
gers and Adnlterers God will judge , as ſuch, who 
fall bave no inberitance in the Kingdom of Chrilt and 
of God, Heb. 13:4, and Eph.5.5- Thus we fee how 
highly provoking this {11 of uncleaneſs is for the 
bringing down of National judgements, even this 
ofthe Peſtilence among a people: 


8. The Eighth Sin that provokes the Lord to 
ſend the Pettilence among + people, is the fin of 
Infidelity, diſtruſt and murmuring againſt God, not- 
withſtanding the great and marvellous works 
which the Lord hath wrought for the ſalvation and 
deliverance of his people. See to this purpoſe the 
13,and 14. chapters of Nambers;, Therewere cer- 
tain men , the headsof the children of 7ſraet, who 
by che commandment of the Lord was fence to 
ſearch and (pie out the land of Canaan, and being 
returned they made a rehearſal thereof to Mes 
and Aaron,and to all the congregation,and brouzhe 
anevilreport upon theland which they had (earch- 
ed, faying, The land through which we have gone 


to ſearch it, is 2 land that eateth up the inhabi- 
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tants thereof, and all the people that we (aw in ir 
are men of a great ſtature: And there we (aw the 
giants, the ſons of Anak, , which-come of the gi- 
ants, and we were in our own light as Graſhop- 
pers, and (o were we intheir fight. Thisevil re- 
pore cauſed all the congregation to life up their 
voyce and cry, and to murmure againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, Gaying, Would God that we had died in 
theland of Egypt, or would God we had died in 
this wilderneſs. And wherefore hath the Lord 
brought us into this land to fall by the (word, that 
our wives and our children ſhould be a prey ? were 

ienot better for us to return into Egypr ? and 
faid one to another, Let wr make aCaptain, let wt re- 
turn into Egypt. But Joſhus theſon of Nun, and Caleb 
the ſon of Jepbunneth, which were ofthem that (ear- 
ched the land, rent their cloaths,and they ſpake unto 
allche company of.che children of Iſrael, ſaying, The 
land which we paſſed through tolcarch, it is an ex- 
ceeding good land, if the Lord delight in us, then 
he will bring us into this land, and grve it 15,2 land 
which floweth wich milk and honey, Only rebell nag 
ye againſt the Lord,neither fear ye the people of the land: 
for they are bread for ns: Their defence is departed from 
them,&®the Lord is with w;fear them not:this(o great- 
ly incenſed the congregation, thay they bade ſtone 
them with ſtones. Butſee how bighly provoking 
was this unto the Lord : And the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, How long will this people provoksg me , and 
bor long will it be ere they beleive me, for allthefigns 
that I bave ſhewed among them? And mark what 
follows; I will ſmite them with the Peſtilence and 
diſ-inberit them, verſe 12. 1 the Lord bave ſaid, I 
will ſurely ds it anto all this evil congregation, that 
are 
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are gathered together againſt me; in this wilderneff 
they ſhall be conſumed, and there they ſhall die. And 
further it is ſaid, That the men which Moſes ſent 
toſearchthe land, who teturned and made all the 
congregation to murmure againſt him, by bring» 
ing up aflander upon the land, even choſe men that 
did bring up che evil report upon the land,died of 
the Pligne before the Lord, verſ.35, 36,37, of the 
14.0f Namb, And the Lord renders the reaſon why 
their carkafſes ſhould fall inthe Wilderneſs, v.22, 
Becauſe all thoſe men which have ſeen my glory(faith he) 
and my miracles which I didin Egypt,ond in the wil- 
derneſl,& bave tempted menow theſe ten times,and have 
not beaykned to my wyce, ſurely, they ſhall not ſee the 
land, which I ſware wnto their fathers , neither ſhall 
any of them that provoked me ſee it. Sougreatly dif- 
plealing ic is unto the Lord, for a people who have 
ſeen the wonderful works of the Lord, and his 
miraculous preſervations, to cheriſh a murmuring, 
diſtrultiag and unbeleiving ſpirit againſt the Lord; 
not beleiving his promiſes, nor relying on bis 
mighty power , and outſtretched arm eo defend 
them. And therefore ith the Plalmiſt , was the 
Lord wroth, and a fire was kindled againſt Jacob, and 
anger alſo came up againſt Iſrael, Becauſe they beleived 
not in God, end trufted not in bis ſalvation,P1.7$.21,22+ 
Soin Heb.3-17,18,19. With whom was be grieved 
forty years ? wa it not with them that bad ſinned, 
whoſe carkaſſes fell in the wilderneſi? And to whom 
ſcore be that they ſhowld not enter into bis reſt, but to 
them that beleived not ? So we ſee that theyconld not 
enter in becauſe of unbeleif. For this cauſe it was 
that the Lords wrath was kindled againit them, (© 
that he excluded them out of the good land, Be- 
D 4 cauſes 
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cauſe they beleived not in God, nor hearkned un- 
to his yoyce,bue murmured againſt him, after they 
hadſeen his glory, to wit his glorious works, andthe 
miracles that he did in Egypt and in the wilderneſs. 
See Exod.16.2,3. comp. with Nebem.9, from the 
loth, to the 15ch. verle, O then that chis might 
be ſeriouſly laid to heare, by allſuch, who having 
ſeen the wonderful outgoings, and appearances of 
God in this latter age of the world, and had a 
deep ſhare in the glorious deliverances which God 
had wrought have yet through a heart of infidelicy 
and diſtruſt departed from God, &thereby brought 
np an evil repore upon the good land, even the 
good and honurable ways of che Lord, ſhaking 
hands again with a carnal, corrupt intereſt, and 
longing after the fleth-pors, the Onyons and 
Garljck of Egypt, have turned again to the weak 
and beggarly elements or rudiments of the world, 
whereunto they are, as in Egyptian bondage, a» 
gain captivated and enſlaved. 

For I intend not here by this ſpirit of Infi- 
delity and Unveleif , ſuch carnal, unbeleiving 
and regenerate perſons, to whom, as the Apoltle 
ſaith, 2 Cor-4.3,4, the Goipel is hid, and are loft, 
and whoſe minds the God of this world bath blind. 
ed, that the light of the glorious Goſpel' of Chriſt 
cannot ſhine into them; but ſuch rather, who with 
open face, baving bebeld as in a ylaſithe glory of the 
Lord ; even the glory of. his grace in the Golpel, 
and che glory of his great and wondertul works 
jn the world, do yet through baſe fear, and diſtruſt 
of his power and promiſes, ſuffer theic hearts to 
Gepart and turn alide from the Lord. And this 
was the fin of 4ſa, who when the Lord had de- 
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livered into his hand a huge hoſt of the Erbjopians 
and Lub;ms, becauſe they relied on him, did after« 
wards rely on the Kings of Syria, and noton the 
Lord his God ; For which he received fo ſharp are- 
bukefrom the Lord, 2 Chron.16.7,8,9. 


9, The ninth Peftilential fin, is the lin of Diſ- 
content, accompamed alſo with a ſpirit of diftruft- 
fulneſs and unbeleit; When a people will not be 
content with Gods allowance , but will loath bis 
bleſſings and his proviſions, and fall 2 luſting after 
evil chings to ſatisfie their inordinate delires. This 
was Iſraels provoking lin, Namb.1i1.4. The mul- 
ticude that was among them fell a lutting, and they 
wept and ſaid, Who forall give ws fleſh to cat ? We re. 
member the fiſh which we did eat in Egypt freely, the 
Cucumbers, andthe Melons, and the Leely, andthe 
Onyons, and the Garlick; but now our ſouls is dried 
away, there is nothing ax all be des this Manna before 
our eyes : Though it was the corn of heaven, and 
Angels fo0d that they eat, and (uch as did prefigure 
Chriſt himſelf, his word and grace, Fob.6.31,32,33. 
and 1 Cvr. 10,3. yet now they look upon it , and 
count it but as a deſpicable thing; and nothing n 
would fatishe them bug fleſh , and this to (atisfie' 
their luſt, And therefore it is (aidinthe 78 Palm 
and the 18th. verſe. They tempted Godin their bears 
by asking meat for their luſt ; yes they ſpakg againſt 
Ged and ſaid, Can God furniſh a table iy the Wil. 
derneſs? Bebold, be ſmote the rock that the waters 

uſbed out, and the um overflorved y/ Can be give 
| ne alſo? Can be provide fleb f# bis people Z 
Therefore the Lord beard this and w4 wroth;: Sog 
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fire was kjindled againſt Jacob , and anger alſ» came 


#p egainft Iſrael, fe. Well, nothing would fatisfie 
cheir luſts but fleſh, and fleſh they ſhall have with a 
witnels , till it come our at their very aoltrils, and 
was loathſom unto them, (o they dideat and were 
filled ; for he gave them their own dehire : th 

were not eſtranged from their Juſt 3 but while 
the fleſh was yet between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, The wrath of the Lordwas kindled againſt 
#be people, andthe Lord ſmote the people with a very 
great plague: And the name of that place was call- 
ed Kibroch-battanab ( that is, the graves of luſt) 
becauſe , there they buried the people that 


 luſted. 


Hence it was that the Apoſtle creating of the 
bountifal dealings of God with che children of 7/- 
reel, (aid, That with many of them God was not well 
pleaſed ; for they were overthrown in the wilderneſs. 
Now theſe things ( faith ae) were oxr examples , 
80 tbe intent we. ſhould not luſt after evil things, as 
they alſo luſted, 1 Cor.10.5,6. This is a (ore evil, 
aa inteſtine evil, a icknels indeed, chat gnaws and 


tcorments the very heart, called- therefore the 


Plagne of Diſcontent, whieh many of the people of 


. chemſelves, as well as the men of che wor!d 


are £00 too often infetted with, when not content- 
ing our ſelves, | ſay, with the mercies and bleſſings 
which God affords us, we fall a luſting after evil 


:things, as the Jſroelites here aſcer fleh , to ſatishe 


their luſts, loathing the heavenly Manna which 


God gave them: And our defires oftentimes are 
Jo inordinate after chem, that like unto Rachel in 
«che caſe of her barrenne(s ( though otherwiſe bleſt 
. with many comfortable enjoyments ) we are cry- 


ing 
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ing out , Give me childron or elſe T die, Gen.30,1. 
I cannot live, my life will be a burden unto me 
if I have not this or that; 1 muſt haveic whatever 
iecolt me, though 1 part with half of my eſtate ; 
nay, with Herod, it may be to the half of the King- 
dom, for his Herodias fake , becauſe ſhe pleaſed 
him 3 and to (atighe this luſt , Off muſt go Fobn 
Baptiſts bead, Mark 6.22,23,24, Or likeunto Hs- 
man, who though he was fo highly promoted in 
King Abaſuerw Court, Tet (ſaith he) all this a- 
vaileth me nothing , ſo long as I ſee Mordecai the 
Jew ſitting at the Kings gate, Helt.5.13. Mordecai 
could not bow the knee, nor do him that rever- 
ence, as his proud ambitious heare panted after, 
and this ſowres all other his great advancements 
and enjoyments, and now nothing will fatishe him 
leſs then his deſtrution, and the toral deſtruction 
of all the Jews, Heſt.3.9. 

So violent are perſons ſet upon the (arisfying 
of their luits oftentimes , though it be to their 
own haurr: This was the fin of the Iſraelites, they 
could nor content themſelves that God was their 
King, and that he ſhould reignover them , but 
they maſt have a King to reign over them , like 
unto other Nations ; rejeQing the Lord and his 
Government, who himſelf had ſaved them our of 
all their adverſities and tribulations, x Sam.$.5,6,7. 
and chep.10.19. And how great this wickedneſs of 
theirs wasin the fight of the Lord, the ſignal te- 
ſtimonies of his diſpleaſare did evidently declare 
it, 1 Sam.12.17. So isit not juſt with God when 2 
people falls a loathing of the heavenly Manna of 
Gods Word (and where hath the Goſpel been more 
powerfully preached, and more obſtinately con- 
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temned then in England 7 ) that the Lord ſhould 
ſend a famine in the Land, if not a famine of bread 
and a thirſt for water, yet a famine of hearing the 
Words of the Lord, Amr 8. 11. O that this was 
ſerionſly laid co heart, an fruirfully applyed both 
by Profeſſors, as by the prophane perſons of this 
Nation, So dangerous and deſirudivea thing it ig 
to cheriſh 2 carn:1 Jifſatisfied and diſcontenteq (pi. 
rit againlt tae Lord, 

10. Atenth Peltilentialand God-provoking Sin, 
is the {in of Pride and Ambition, and a truſting in 
an Arme of fleſh, not relying on the mighty pow- 
er and faichfulne(s of God.Tais was Davids itn in of 
numbring the people, which was followed with a 
ſore Pritilence among them. See the (econd of 
Samael 24. Chap. comp. with 1 Chron. 21, 1. Sa- 
tan he provoked David to number the people, that 
be might know how many valiant men there were 
in Iſrael, that could draw the -{word. And que- 
ſtionleſs Davids heart was lifted up hereby, when 
Foab gave up the ſum of the numher of the peo- 
pleunco him, there being in 1ſrael eight hundred 
thouſand valiant men that drew the (word, and the 
men of Judab were five hundred thouſand. And 
what ſhould move David to ſuch a thing but a 
proud ambitious delire ro know the ſtrength and 
namber of his men of war, accompanied with a 
diſtruſtfulneſs of the mighty power of God, and 
his All-ſCuthcient arme, which had (o often faved 
and delivered him out of the hands of Saul, and 
from the hand of all his enemies. As in the 
I8th. Pſal. wherein be praiſeth God for his mani« 
fold and mar vellous deliverances. For this Davids 
heart ſmote him, acknowledging that he had finned 
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greatly in what he had done, and prayeth that the 
Lord would takeaway nis intquity, for he had done 
very fooliihly. Yer the Lord would fhew his juſtice,8 
make all the world to fee and know,that he will nor 
indulge fin,no not in his dearelt Servants,and moſt 
beloved Saints ; bur if chey fin they mult expe&eo 
ſuffer and (mart for it. As Amos 3.2. Tow only bave 
I known of all the families of 'the earth, therefore [ 
will puniſh you for all your iniquities. And there- 
fore he puts David upon his choiſe of three things, 
whether the Famine, the Sword, or Peſtilence he 
would make choiſe of, and this did pur him into a 
fy freight, but he choſe rather to fall into the 
zands of God, then into the hands of men, for that 

the mercies of the Lord are great. So the Lord 
ſent a Peſtilence upon Jſrael, from the morning 
even © the eime appointed, and there died of the 
people from Dan even to Beerſhebs, Srventy thow- 
ſand men. And when the Angel ſtretched ont his 
hand upon Fera/alem ready to deſtroy it, itis ſaid, 
the Lord repented him of che evil, and (aid ro the 
Angel that deitroyed the peo} le, It is enongb, ftay 
now thy band. T his alfo was Edoms tin, Fer.49-16,17, 
18. Thy terriblene(s bath decerved thee,& the pride 

of thine heart, O thou that dwelleit in the clefts 
of the rock ; That holdeſt tbe height of che hill: 
though thou ſhouldlt make thy neſt as high as the 
Eagle, I will bring thee down from thence faith 
the Lord. Alſo Edm (hall be a deſolation, every 
one that goeth by it ſhall be aſtoniſhed , and ſhall 
hiſs all at the plagues thereof. As in the overthrow 
of Sodom and Gomorrab, and the neighbour Cities 
thereof, ſaith the Lord, No man ſhall abide there, 
neither ſhall a Son of Man dwell in it. I his was 
= : King 
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King Aſs's fin before mentioned,in the 2 Chron.16, 
7,8, ond g. verſ. (0 (harply reproved and puniſhed 
by che Lord. For this was a dreadful wo denouned 
-againſt the Inhabicanes of Jerzſalem, Iſa. 50.1,2,3, 
Wo to the rebellious children ( faith the Lord ) that 
take counſel ,but not of me ; and that cover with a co- 
veringy but not of my ſpirit, that they may ade fin to 
fin. That walk to go down into Egypt ( and bave not 
acked at my mouth) to ſtrengthen themſelves in the 
ſtrength of Pharaoh, and to truſt in the ſhadow of E= 
gype. And mark what follows. Therefore ſhall 
#he firength of Pharaoh be your ſhame, and the truſt 
in the ſhadow of Egypt your confuſion. Which cauſed 
the Lord to take up that bitter complaint, Jer. 2, 
12,13. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye beavens at this, and be 
borribly afraid : Why ? whats the matter 2 My peo- 
bave committed two evils ;-They bave forſaken me the 
Fountain of Living Water, and bewed them out Ci- 
fterns broken (ijterns that can bold no water. All 

other things to relye upon belides God, will prove 
but as broken' Ciſterns, Therefore (aid David at 
another time, when h1s faith and conhidence was 
ſtrong in God. I will no truſt in my bew, neitber 

ſhall my ſword ſave me. Through thee will we puſh 
down our enemies,tbrough thy name will we tread them 

wnder that riſe up againſt w, Plal. 44.5,6, Yea, we 
have the Lord himtelf declaring, that the (alvation 

of his people muſt proceed from himſelf, and not 

from any lecondary cauſes, Hoſ. 1.7. But IT wil! 

bane mercy mpon the bouſe of Judah, and will ſave 

them by the Lord their God, and will not ſave them by 

bow, nar by ſword, nor by battel, by borſes, nor by borſe- 


men. 


Take 
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Take we heed then of any preſumptu ous relying 
on our own ſtrength, or of ſtrengthening our ſelves 
in the ftrength of any creatures, whether Armies, 
or Parliaments, or Navies, or any linful confede- 
racies or Aſſociations of men whatloever, Iſa. $. 
9. Curſed is the man that truſteth in man, and maketh 
fleſh bis arme,and whoſe beart departeth from the Lord, 
Jer.17.5- Butler us ſay with the Church, Hoſ.12.3, 
Aſhur ſhall not ſave wr, we will not ride upon borſes, 
neither will we ſay any more to the work of our bands, 
ye are our Gods. As it they had faid, We will not 
pur our truſt any more in men, we will confide no 
more in any» humane means, nor ſend abroad for 
help and confederacies, all belides thee being .vani- 
ty, and the relying on it apparent ruine. Theye- 
fore we will trajf in the Lord for ever: for inthe Lord 
Febovab i everlaſting ſtrength. For be bringeth down 
them that dwell on bigh, the lofty City be lazeth it low, 
be layeth it 1 even ts the ground, be bringeth it even 
to the duſt. The fort ſhall tread it down, even the feet 
if the poor ,and the ſieps of the needy, la. 26.4, 5,6. 
So dangerous and deſtructive a thing it is to have 2 
heart lifted up, putting confidence in an arme of 
fieſh, nnd not relying on the Lord our God. Forie 
is he chat ſheweth ftrengeh with his arme, and,that 
ſgatrereth the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts, Luk. 1.51. 


11. Theeleventh provoking Peſtilencial deftroys 
ing Sin, is the fin of «Apoſtacy,Back ſliding aid Re-+ 
volting from God, Fer, 2. 18, 19+ 4nd now whas 
haſt » A to do ( ſaith the Lard) in tbe way of Egype 
to drink the waters of Sihor ? or what bait thou to do 
in the way of Allyria, to drink the waters of the ri- 
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ver ? Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corre thee, and thy 
backsſliding ſhallreprove thee : Know therefore and ſee 
that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt for- 
ſaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, 
faith the I.ord of Hoſts. So in the 26. verſe, IWhy 
gaddeſt thin about ſo much to change thy way ? thou | 
alſo ſhalt be aſhamed of Egypt. And now behold, 
how the Lord tor this did threaten, that his judge- 
ment, even this of the Peſtilence ſhould overtake 
them, Fer. 42.13, 14,15, 16, 17. Wewillnat awell 
m this land( (ay they ) nor obey the voice of the Lord 
your God ; No, but we will go into the land of kgypt, 
where we ſhall ſee n1 war, mr hear the ſound of the 
trumpet, nor. have hunger of bread, and there will we 
dwell, And nw therefore hear the Word of the Lord, 
ye remnant of Judah, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael ; If ye wholly ſet your faces to enter in- 
to Egypc, and got» ſojourn there. What then ? Then 
it ſhall come t» paſs, that the Sword which ye feared 
ſhall overt the you there in the land of Egypt, and 
the F amine where f yore wereafraid (ball follow cloſe 
after you there in Eaypt, and there ye ſoall dye : ſ9 
ſhall it be with all the min that ſet their faces to go 
into Egype to ſojourn there, they hall dye by the Sword, 
by the Famine, and by the Peſtilznce, and ne of them 
ſhall remaix or eſcape from the evil that I will bring 
«pon them. 

And fays further, that as his anger and fury had 
been poured forth upon the Inhabitants of Ferzſa- 
lem, (o(honld his fury be poured forth upon them, 
when they ſhould eater into Egypt, and they (hall 
be an execration, and an aſtonilhment, and a curſe, 
and a reproach, and ſhould ſee the place ( meaning 
the land of Judes) no more, So in the 19, verſe, 
0 ye 
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O ye remnant of Judah, go ye nat into Egype ; and 
now Fhave this day declared it unto you, bur ye 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, 
Fe. Now therefore know certainly that yeiſhall 
dye by the Sword, by the Famine, and by the Pe-+ 
{tilence, in the place whither ye defirero goand © 
ſyjourn, Soin the 44. Chop. of Fer. 13. vet.” For 
[ will puniſh them that drell in the land of Egypr, 
# I bave paniſhed Jeruſalem , by the Sword, 

the Famine, and by the Peſtilence. To which 1 haff 
add chat in the 14.of Fer. 10. and 12. verſ. Thus 
faith the Lord wnto the people, Thus have they Lwed 19 
wander, they have not refrained their feet : therefore 
the Lord doth not accept them, be wilt now remember 
their iniquity , and viſit their fins, Then ſaid-7be 
Lord wnto me ; Pray not for this people for their govd. 
When' they faſt, I will nat hear their cry, and'when 
they offer burm-offering, and an oblation, I will nt ac- 
cept them : bat I will conſums them by the Sword, 
and by the Famine, and by the Peſtilence. So Uread- 
tal and dangerous a thing it is, for a people brought 
out of Egyptian bondage and darkneſs, to long 
after the Fleſh:pots, the Leeks, and the Ontons, 
and the Garlick of Egypt again. For if any man 
draw back (ſaith the Lord) my ſoul ſhall bave =9 
Pleaſure in bim, Heb. 10.38. And as for ſuch as 
tarn aſide wnta their crooked ways, tbe Lord ſhall lead 
them forth with the workers of iniquity, but peace ſhall 


- be upon [(rael, Pſal, 125.5. 


that chis were well conſidered by all ſich who 
have Apoſtatized and Revolted from the Lord and 
bis ways, ia this finful and back-thding generation. 
Who as the Prophet Hyſes ſays, Are profound t» 
make ſlneghter, thiuzh the Lord it a Rebiuker of then 
j 


all, 
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all, Hoſ. 5. >. Who once did appear to be for- 
ward Aſertors of the Caiſe of righteouſneſs and 
eruth ; but now (ay a Confederacy, with all (uch as 
ſay-a Confederacy, /s 8. 12. Who once did ſeem 
to eſcape the pollutions of the world , through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chciſt ; but are now again intangled therein and 
overcome, turning with the Dog to his own vomit 
again , and with the Sow chat was waſhed, to che 
wallowing in the mire. Let ſuch know, That their 
latter-end will be worſe with them then the beginning, 
2 Pet. 2. 20,21, 22» 


12. The twelfth Peſtilential and highly provo- 
© king Sia, is the (in of Rebellion, and Obſtinate Diſ- 
obedience againſt God and his Commandment s, Levit, 
26.23, 24, 25. And if ye will not be reformed 
by theſe things ( (aith the Lord ) but will walk con- 
trary unto me, then will lalſo walk contrary unto 
you, aad will puniſh you yet (even times for your 
fins. And 1 will bring a ſword upon you, that 
ſhall avenge the quarrel of my Covenant ; and when 
yeare gathered together within your Cities, I will 
ſead the Peſtilence imong you, and ye ſhall be deli- 
vered into the hand of the enemy. So Det, 28. 
15, 16,20, 21. If thou wilt not hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve to do 
all his Commandments, and his Statutes , &c, 
Theſe curſes (hall come upon thee, and overtake 
thee 3 Curſed ſhalt thou be inthe City, and curſed 

alt thox be in the field, &c. The Lord ſhall ſend 
—_ thee curſing, vexation,and rebuke in all that 
chou letreſt thy hand for co do until thou be de- 
lirojed, and wotibchou periſh quickly, And where- 


fore ? 
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— 
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fore 7 Becauſe of che wickedneſs of chy doings 
whereby chpu halt forſaken me. The Lord ſha 
make the Peſtilence cleave unto thee nntil he hath 
conſumed chee, and the Lord (hall fmice thee with 
s Cantumption, and with a Feaver, and wich an 
Taflammation, and with an extream Burning, and 
with tae Sword, and with Blaſting, and with MF 
dew, 21d they ſhall purſue thee until thou periſh. 
So in the 58, and 59. verſ. It thou wile nor ob« 
ſerve to do all the words of this Law, that are 
written in this Book, that thou mayſt fear this glo» 
rious and fearful name ; The Lord tby God. The 
the Locd will make thy Plagues woriderful, «nd-rthe 
Plagues of thy (ced, even great plagues, and of long 
continuance ; and: fore iicknefſes, aac of long com 
tinuance, So Dext. 29. 22, 23, 24,45. The Ge. 
nerations to come when they (halt Ge the 
of the Land, and the lickneſſes which rhe Lord hath 
laid apon it ; and that the whole Land is Brick» 
ſtone, and Sale, and Burding, Ot. like the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c.which the Lord 
oveethrew in his nf and in his wrath. 
Even all Nations [bell Gay, Wherefore bath the Lo 
dane this? What neaneth the beat of bis great anger? 
Then men ſhal} fay, Becauſe they bave forſaken the 
Cauenant of the Lord God of thrir Fathers, 8e. © To 
this agree> that of the Prophet Zerom. 29,17 19,99, 
Thus ſaith the Lord of boſts, Bebold, } will ſend wyon 
themibic Sword, the F amine,and the Peſtilence, and will 
make them |: he vile figgs, that cannot be eaten they ave 
ſo vile. And I will perſecute them with the Sword, 
with the Famine, and with the Peftilence, and will de- 
liver them to be remyved ts all the Kingdomes of vht 
Earth, to be a Curſe, aud an Altoniſhment, and a Hiſ« 
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ſung, anda R eprogch among 41l the Natimns, whither ] 
ſour driven them. And wherefore will the Lord be 
lo ſevere againſt Chem ? Feeawſe they Have not bearken- 
od. $o-my: words, ſaith the Lords mhich 1 ſent unto 
them by my ſervants the Prophets, Fifing wp early and 


{ning them; Imet:ye wontd not hear,” ſaith” the Card! 
o Egek:6. 11, Als for af the evit abominations 


| of the houſe af: /frecl : for they (hall fall by the 
| Swosd, by the Fatnide, 2nd by the Peftilence ; He 
| #havisfar offi ſhalh die of the Peſtilence, andthe that 
| is near (ball fall by the Sword, wad he that remains 
| e&hFn1d is betieged, ſhall dye by che Famine. Thus 
| will: 1, accomplitiy; faith the Lord, my fury apa 
| thett, Exch, 7u43l, The: Smird lis without, and the 
Pefiulence and the Suniine.rithin, 'be that is in the 
Fieldftwll. dye, with the $S wird, wad be that is im the 
CityzFamine and Beffilence fratl devour bim. And 
Why Vidence is riſes up intrarcddf withedmeſs, vi v1. 
-Eb&704d: hath Haſlomed, pride hath budded. | So 
Back 14. 19; 27: I ifend 2 Pellifence into that 
!Lamls and pour oit, my fury upor-it- in bloud, co 
cut from ic Nan aai Beaſt, thowgh Nob, 'Duniel, 
tand Job werevnins As} live lmthithe Lord, they 
- ſhalldeliver neither Son' nor Daughter, they (hab 
bug deliver their own fouls, by their righteouſnek. 
For thus faith, the Lord God, How much more 
when Hene my four fore Judgements apon Feruſas 
lem; the Sword,and the Famine, and the noyſome 
Bealt, and the Peftilence, to:cut off from it Man and 
Regſt ? And when-will the Lord exectice this great 
ſeverity, and be-{0 jnexorable2-the 13. verſ. de- 
clazes it, When the land finneth again(t me, ſaith tbe 


Lord, by treſpaſſinz grievouſly. 
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I ſhall conclude with chat int che Pro phet Amoy 
Chap. 2. ver. 4, 5: Thus ſaith the Lord , For three 
tranſgreſſions of Judah, and for foxr, I will mt ex: 
away the puniſhment thereof : Becauſe they bave 4». 
ſpiſed the taw of the Lord, and bave nt kept bis Comm- 
mandements, &c, And what follows ? Z} will jr14s 
fire upon Judah, and it ſhall devonr the Palaces of Je- 
rufalem, So Amy 4. 10. Oe. I have lent antiong 
you the Peſtilence after the manner of Eg yr, your 
young men bave | (hin with theSword, and have 
taken away your hoiſes, and | have' made the ftinck 
of your Camps to come up into your NoſtriÞ+; per 
have ye not returned unto me, (aith rhe Lord. So 
incorrigible hard-hearred and un-reformed were 
they under all the (ore Judgements, that the Lord 
bad inflited upon them : Yer before he will make 
an utrer deſtruction, he invites thera once agdin to 
repentance. Therefore thus will I Hy wnto thee, 0 
Iſrael, and becauſe I will do this nut» thee, prepare to 
meet thy God O |rael, 

Thus you fee what a high provoking (11 it is to 
rebel agaiaſt God, and his Commandments, As 
Samnel (aid to Sant, when he diſobeyed'the Word 
of the Lord. Rebellion is 45 the fin of Witcheraft,' 
and Stubornneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry, x Sem. 15, 
23- And if God was fo (evere to punilh che tranf* 
greſlions of the law, with what ſeverity will Chrift 
proceed againit che willful contemners, and dif- 
obeyersof his Goſpel 2 according to that of the 2d. 
of the Heb. 2, and3.verſ, If every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience , received - a juſt recompence of reward , 
that- is, of puniſhments inflited on them : How 
hall we eſcape if we nepled (5 great ſalvation ? chat 
iz, the Golpel, which is called a Miniſtry of che 
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ſpicit and of life, whereas the law is a killing let- 
ter, or the miniltration of death and condemnati- 
on, 2 Cor. 3,.6,7,9- And the trrath of God cometh 
wpon tbe children of (Goſpel ) diſobedience, Ephel. 
$. 6. 


13, The thirteenth peltilential and highly pro- 
voking fin, is the fin of [nſurrettion and riſing up 4- 
gainſt the Lords lawful Governours and Government, 
whetber Civil or gccleſlaſtical, in (hureb or Com- 
monwealth. This was the {in of Corab, Dathan and 
Abyram and their copartners, mentioned in Num. 
16. God had choſen Moſes and Aeronto be the 
cheif Leaders and Governors of his people, and 
placed the Government 1n their ha!iids, both asto 
the Civil and Religious adminiſtration thereof; 
Korab and his companions gataer themſelves to- 
gether againſt chem, and cold them they took too 
much upon them, (eeingall the Congregation was 
holy, every one of them , and that che Lord was 
among them, wherefore then (hould they lift up 
themſelves above the Congregation of the Lord ? 
But tee how highly incenling and provoking was 
thisunto the Lord ; Separate your ſelves ( ſaith he 
to Moſer and Aaron ) from among the congregation, 
that I may conſume them in a moment ; and now the 
Lord he will thew who are his, and who are holy, 
and a trange work will he do ; theſe men muſt nor 
dye the common death of all men , ner be viſited 
aſter the vilitation of all men, bur a new thing will 
the Lard make, The earth muſt open ber mouth and 
ſwallow chem up, with all that appertaig unto 
them, andthey muſt go dowr quick into the pic ; 
aa d (othey did, and the earth cloſed upon them, 

and 
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and they periſhed from among the Congrega. 
100. 

Nor did the puniſhment of ehis Infurreftion 
endhbece, but the Lord cauſes a grievous Plague eo 
break in upon the Congregation. And Moles ſaid 
80 Aaron, in the 46. verſe, Tak a cenſer and put 
fire therein from off the Altar, and pat on Incenſe, and 
go quickly unto the { ongregation , and make an at. 
tonement for them ; 'and why all chis haſte ? For 
there is wrath gone ont from the Lord, the Plagne is 
begun : And Aaron did ſo, and find between the 
dead and the living, and the plague was ſtaied. Now 
they that died in the —” ,» were fourteen thouſand 
and ſeven bundred, beſides then: that died in the mat- 
terof Corah z So highly difplealing i; it unto the 
Lord, for perſons to oppole his lawful Authority 
and Government which he hath put inco the hands 
ofhis faichful Miniſters and Servants, Under which 
conſideration undoubtedly mult thoſe Scriptures 
be comprehended that enjoyn fubjettion and 0+ 
bedience, whether cothe Lords Civil or Eccleſi. 
aſtical Rulers and Governors, Rom.13.1. Tit.;.1, 
1 Pet.2.13,14,15..1 Theſſ.5.12,13. Heb. 13. 7,17. 
O that this were (erioully and timoully conlidered 
aud laid to heart, by all ſuch who fiye in the face 
of Chrilt , and carry themſelves contempruoufly 
againſt his lawful Governours and Goyernment 
which he hath ſet in his Churches, 1 mean che 
Churches of Chriſt, making unjuſtifiable and diſ- 
honorable rents,ſchiſms and divitions in the body 
whereof they are members , which ſhould be as 
the ſeamleſs coat of Chriſt, woven. from tap 
throughout, Fob.19.23. 

Of ſuch who deſpiſe the Lords Government or 
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Dominion, | may (ay witione w1onging or 1034* 
ring of them, as Peter 9i ſome fcandalous back- 
{l:ding Frofeſſorsin his time, who were (ports and 
blemithes in their feaſts of Charity ; Pr ſumptu1its 
arethey and ſelf.willed, they are 1 t afraid t» ſpeak 
erilof Dignities, 2 Pet.2.10,13- And while they 
vromiſe themſelves liberty , they th mſclv s arc the 
fervants of corruption. veil. 10. They deſpiſe Do- 
minion ; The word it{ſeems hignitietha removing of 
a thing from its place, with fone ſcorn and wdig- 
nation : They would remove the Loi ds Governors 
or Rulersover them, with fcorn and inde gnation 3 
And whereas they ai e (a1! to 4 ſ} ile d-minon, that T 
more then to delpiſe their Kule's ; for they deſpiſe 
nor only the Lo! ds Governors,b if tle (30 eErnmene 
it ſelf. And to ſpeak evil of Diomith j, Or ta repr ach 
Pronities, 1s 10 the ©; 1inal it leet 1s ro | laſpheme 
Glories, to (peak reproachfally of Dominioms Wiich 
are placed in glory amongſt men, or which are 
ſec over them by the Lord, in eninency, power, 
honour and authority, Hence ic is that lawful 
Magiſtrates ruling in the fear of the Lord, are (aid 
to be Gods, Pjal $2.6. Ard the Lords Miniſters 
and Meſſengers of Churches, a: efaid ro be the Glo- 
ry of Chriſt,2 Cor.$.23. And as ftars int bis right band 
arethe Angels of the ſeven Churches Rev.1.20. All 
holding forth chat Glory and Dignity which che 
Lord hath conferred upon them. And for any 
perſonsco riſeup , as Korab and his complices did 
againit Moſes and eAaren, though it bein a pre- 
Inmption of cheir own holine(s, Namb.16.3. Suck 
arehike ro periſh in the gainſaying of Core, as Jude 
expretlech, verſ;,11. of bisEpifile. . It being ve: 

overvable, how the Plalmilt does expreſs this \& 
'; Earab s Infuriettion, or rilig up 2gainlt CAHojes 
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and Aaron, to benoleſs then an envying of them ; 
They envicd Moſes alſo in the camp, and Aaron the 
Saint of the Lord. Thecarth opcnet and ſwallowed 
wp Dathan , and covered the company of Abizam, 
And 4 fire ms kindled in their c mpany + the flame 
burnt wp the wicked, Pla.106,16,17,15. That exam- 
ple alſo of Miriam and Azerons (peaking againit Moſes 
1s act topals without its due obſervation neither, 
Namb. 13, 1,7,8,9,10. The Lord giving that te- 
ſtimony of Moſes his fervant, that he was faithtul 
in all his houſe ; phberefore then (laith he ) were ye 
not afraid t) ſpeak, againſt my ſervant Motes ? And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled again't them, and 
Miriam became leprons, as white 4 ſnow, Let fuch 
therefore who are ginlty in this matter, conldex 
how provoking a in this is unto the Lord, and 
whether they may not have a hand in pulling down 
this fore vilitation among us, 

14. A Fourteenth Peſtilential, and bighly pro - 
voking fin, is the lin of Prophanation of Gods boly 
things and an Over.curivus, preſumptuous ſpeculation, 
andprying mnrwarrantably into the Secrets of God. This 
was the lin ofthe men of 4ſf-dod,for which the hand 
of the Lord was (o heavy upon them, vitting them 
with greivous plagues, when they cook the Arkand 
brought it into the bouſe of Dagm(the Temple oftheir 
1oli-god)and (et it by Dagen ; fo fore was the hand 
of Gud on them that he (mote them with Emrods, 
and deltroyedthem, and ſuch a deadly deftruftion 
there was throughout all che City, infomuch that 
the cry ofche City went up to heaven, 1 $am.5. The 
Ark was a Cheſt or Coffer , . which was made of 
Shittim or Cedar wood, overlaid roundabout 
with gold, whoſe cover, called tbe Mercy-ſeat was 
alſo of pure gold, on which was ewo glorious Che- 

rubs 
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rubsof gold, from whence God gave his oracle, 
Namb.7.85. Theſe Chernbims were placed at che 
the ewo ends of the Mercy-ſeat. and they ſpread out 
their wings on high , which covered over the 
Mercy-ſeat, with their face, one to another, Exod. 
37-1,2,0,7,5,9. In this were the ewo I ables of the 
Law or Teſtimony put, written withehe finger of 
God, Exo4,25.16,21. Deut.10.3,4,19. Between 
the Cherubims God was faid to fit , Pſal. $0.2. 
There will [ meet with thee ( faith the Lord) and 
will commune with thee fram above the Mercy-ſeat, 
between the two chernbims, which are upon the Ark 
of the Teſtimony , vecle 22. Now this Mercy-ſeat 
on which God did thus tie between the wings of 
the Cherubims was a figure of Chriſt, by whom 
our tranſgreſſions of the law are forgiven and co- 
vered , who js the propitiation for or ſins, 1 Job, 
2-2, And therefore called the Propitiatory, Kom, 
3.15, To thisglorious ſeat, where Gods preſence 
with his Church was manifeſted,theThrone of God 
 an{werable in the Chriftian Church, in the pre- 
ſence of which Throne his people are,and (er ve him 
day and mghe in his Temple, Rev.7.15,17- $:3- 
21,3,5- Nowthis Ark being chus a type or hgure 
of Chrilt and of his Church, and of his glorious 
preſence with the (ame, itsno wonder if the Lord 
ſhall fo feverely puniſh the prophanation of it, 
when men (hall ſet it in the Temple of Dagon, 
Surely if the Ark ſtand there Dag muſt fall, yea 
and it hall fall before the Ark of the Lord, which 
is called che Ark of his ſtrength. Pſal. 132.8. Aud 
when the Ark ſet forward, then Moſes ſaid, Riſe wp 
Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcattered, and let them 
that hate thee flee before thee, God cannot endure 
co 
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to have his holy chings prophaned, that the abo. 
mination of deiolation [hall ſtand in his holy place ; 
that men (ſhall (et cheir threſholds by Gods thre- 
ſholds, and their poſts by Gods poſts, by defiling 
his holy name with their abominations , Wherefore 
(faiththe Lord) I have conſumed them in mine anger; 
No ſurely, the place of the (oles of his feet, where 
he will dwell in the midſt of the children of Iſrael 
for ever, and bis holy name he will not ſuffer to be 
defiled, but he will beautifie theplace of his ſanftu- 
ary, and makethe place of his feet glorious, Iſs. 
60.13. comp. with Ezek. 43- 7,8. Let men take 
heed then of offering ſtrange fire before the Lord, 
which hecommandeth them nor, leſt chere comes 
out fire from the Lord and devoureth them 5, as 
in the caſe of Nadab and Abibs the ſons of Aarm, 
who for this cauſe died before the Lord. And 
what (ajd Moſes to Aaron thereupon, This is thet 
that the Lord ſpakg ſeying , I will be ſandlified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the people I 
will be glorified, Lev.10.1,2,3.50 likewiſe when men 
will be preſumpeuouſly and uawarrantably prying 
into the ſecrets of God, ſee bow ſeverely the Lord 
hath puniſhed this evil ; as in the caſe of the men 
of Betb-ſhemeſh aid, whom the Lord ſorely (mote, 
becauſe they looked into the Ark of the Lord, 
even he (mote of the people Fifty chouſand and 
threeſcore and tenmen, and the people lamented, 
becauſe the Lord had (ſmitten many of the people 
with a great flanghter. And the men of Beth-ſhe- 
meth aid, Who is able to fland before the boly Lord 

God? 1 Sam. 6.19,20, 
So dangerous a thing it is to be over-curiouſly 
preſumptuous in looking into the 4rea3s Del, the 
ret 
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fecret and hidlen things of God , which he 
hath not revealed. Therefore it was that the 
Lord had commandz2d , that Aaron and his (ons , 
even they, and not otners, ſhould cake down the 
covering vail, and cover tae Ark of the Teſtimony 
with it. Ad thus do unto chem (faith the Lord) 
that they aray liveand nvt die, when they approach 
unto the mott holy etliags, Aaron end bis ſons frall 
go in and appoint them every one to bis ſervice andt9 
bis burden. Bat they ſhall at goin to ſee when the 
boly things are covered, leſt they dye, Numb.4.19,20. 
See alio Levit. 8. 35. So exxt was the Lord for 
the keeping of his charge. It is fad to conlider, 
how wits, Lome 1:ca have (eemed to be abovethat 
which is written, calculating perſons, and things, 
and rimes tur the meridian of their own brain ; hke 
thoſe lying Prophets which the Lord (ent nor, 
wor (pake anto, wheretore he complained that they 
prophefied unto the people a falle vilion and di- 
vigation, even a thing of nougat and the deceit of 
theic heart, Fer.14,14, So in Eze 15. 6,7,8,9. 
They bave ſeen vanity, and lying divination, and they 
made others to bype, that they would conjirm the word; 
See now theſeve'e puailhmenc of the Lord agaialt 
ſuch ; Bebold, I am againit you, ſaith the Lord Gad,and 
mine band /Þ 211 be xpon the Prophets that ſee vanity,and 
that divine lies; they ſhall nat be in tbe Aſſembly of my 
people, neitber ſhall they be written in the writing of 
the bouſe of Iſrael, neitber ſhall they enter into the 
land of \racl, Bur (erting alide tuchgecols lying 
Prophets, it is lad to think how many profelling 
the fear and knowlelge of God, have been 0+ 
ver=curioully. prying- into Gods fecret counſels , 
aid the-hiddes purpoſes of his minde, limiting, 

and 
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and preſcribing the holy one of Iſrat!, advancing, 
and extolling the idle phantalies, and enthufiaſmes 
of their own brains,” more then che declarative 
mind aad will of God, contained in the Scriptures 
of truth. But whatever may be mens pretenſions 
to high, inward unſcripeural revelations of Godzler 
us not be believing every fiuch ſpiric, bue crying the 
ſpirits, whether they are of God or no ; and for 
this reaſon, Becanſe many falſe Prophets are gone 
out int» the world, 1 Fob. 4.1, And whatſaith Peter, 
we have alſo a more ſure word of propbeſie ( more ſure 
then the voice, which they- heard to come from 
Heaven, when they were in the Holy Monne ) where- 
wnto ye do well ( faith be) that ye take beed, #s wnto @ 
light that ſbinath in a dark, place, until the Day dawn 
and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your bearts, 2 Pet. 1,19. 
Ever remembring that 1n Dext. 29. 29. That 
ſecret things belong wnt» the Lord ownr God : but thoſe 
things which arerevealed, belong nnto us, ani{ to our 
ecbildreu for ever. 


15, The fifteenth and laſt thing, chat T hall 
brietly ſpeak of as a Peſtilential deſtroying fin , is 
that of Adaing or Diminiſhing from the Ward of Ged' 
for which che Lord Jeſus haththreatned ſuch dread- 
ful plagues and puniſhments, For 7 teftifle (ſaith be) 
wnto every an that beareth the words of the Propheſre 
of this Book: If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, 
God:ſhalt a4d unto bim the plagues that are written 
in this book. .. And if any man ſhall taks away from 
the wards of the bookof this Prophefic; What fol- 
luweth then ?: God ſhall take away bis part ont of 
the book of life, and out of the boly City , and. from 
be things which are written in this book. That man 

may 
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may be ſaid to add, that hall mix other things, be« 
fides what the Lord Jeſus hath revealed by his An- 
3 He addeth, that adjoyneth a lye : For what« 

ex is patched to the Scriptures of mens inven» 
tions, that it might be accounted as divinely reveal- 
ed, or the pure Oracles of God, isa lye. Such 
are the Papal unwritten eraditions, or other writ- 
ings of men whatſoever, which are made with them 
like Authority with the written word of God, 
and which added to the Scriptures are lies. $o he 
takes away, that not onely derogates from the Di- 
vine Authority of Gods book; but he alſo, that 
any ways changeth, or malicioully perverteth, or 
contradifteth any thing chereia wriecen. Chriſt 
will have the integrityglincerity, and ſacred Autho» 
rity of chis Prophelic eo be faichfully preſerved mn 
the Churches, and that the contemners, fallifiers, 
and corrupters therevt, be no way (ſuffered under 
che pain of Anathema , or dreadtul curſe. Forit 
fallifyers of Coin are lyable unto the civil curſe of 
the law : much more thal: the Anatbems of eternal 
danination ve inflicted upon the corrupters of the 
Scriptures, which are the words of God. Theſe with 
#he Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, ſhall tbe Lord caſt 
inta the Lake of fire burning with brimſtmze, Rev.19. 
20. This is a dreadful lin, drawing down the Lords 
ſevereſt plagues and puniſhments. Therefore cake 
we heed that we add not unto the word which God 
commands us, nor diminiſh ought from it, but chat 
we keep the Commandments of che Lord our Gol 
which he commandeth us, Dew. 4. 2, And mark 
well the reaſon that Solomon giveth ; Every word of 
God (\(aith be) is pure, be is @ ſvield to them that put 
their traft in bim. And conlider what ns. 
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Addthou not anto bis words, left be reprove thee, and 
thow be found 8 lier, Prov. 30. 5, 6: 


Having now ſpoken of the ſeveral Sins which ſo 
highly provoke the Lord to pour down his fore 
Judgements, even this of the Plague or Peſtilence 
among a people. I ſhall now come to (peak of 
woes | ecial ſpiritua] Remedies, which may be fiely 
applied, and made uſe of, as Soveraign Antidotes 
and Preſervatives to prevent the forther ſpreading 
of this peſtilential contagious diſeale among us. 


— —_— 


EO er tn —_—_— — —_—_ ———— eee 


pf He firſt ſpiritual Receipe, that 1 ſhall then 
* nk. unto thee, who ever thou art that 
getteſt in thy hand, and readelt this little erat, 
Conkider ſeriouſly, and let thy thoughrs dwell 
long upon thoſe Sins, that I have inlifted on, as ſuch 
which are che procuring Cauſe of this ſo fore a vi- 
fitation from che Lord 3 and entring into a dili- 
gent ſcrutiny, and examination of thine own heart 
and ways: Conlider how far thou haſt been, or art 
a partaker of thoſe fins, which have(o highly pro- 
voked the Lord to ſend down this National Judge- 
ment of the Plague and Peſtilence among us. For 
if we ſtand guiley of che fame Sins, how then ſhall 
we think to eſcape the like puniſhment > This was 
the way and courſe the Apoltle cook, when ſpeak» 
ing Gods diſpleaſure againſt the Iſraelites, 
whereby many of them were overthrown in the 
Wilderneſs ; how does he bring it home by way of 
{pecial application. Now theſe things. ( faith he} 
were our Examples, to the ingent we ſhould net of 
after evil things «s they olſo Infted. Neither bee I 
laters, 
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Uaters, 4s-rwere ſome of them, &e, Neither let us coW- 
mit fornication, as ſame of them committed, and felt 
in one Day three and twenty thouſand. Neither let us 
tempt Chriſt, 4s ſome of them alſo tempted, and were 
deſtroyed of Serpents, Neither murmure ye, as ſome of 
them alſ» murmured, and were deſtroyed of the De- 
ftroyer. Now all things happened unto thers for en- 
amples ; and they are yyritten for our admmition upon 
whom the ends of the world are come, 1 Cor 10.5, 6, 
$9 the 11,'an4 12. ver. $9 ſay 1 as from the Lord. 
A« £o the tirit Peftilentiall tin of Oppreſſton. Did 
che Lord plague Pharavb, and his Land, with fore 
and dreadſul plagues, even this of the deſtroying 
Peſnience, for lus cruel oppreſſions, which he ex- 
erciſed over: the bodies and conſciences of Gods 
people ; | Take heed then that rhou art not found 
an Oppreſſor of the erue worlhippers of Jeſus, che 
ſpiritual Iſrael of God + Take heed of exalcing 
thyfelt againit God, in ſeeking fill co hold che 
ſpicicual Seed under Eryption captivity and bon. 
dage. See, that thou lets them go to (acrifice to 
the Lord 50d, as he iy commanded them. Take 
need of rafing over them with rigour, and making 
their lives biecer with hard bondage. Take heed 
ye rich-men, that ye d9 not oppreſs the poor, 
know that the Lord ſurely looks upon the afflifti- 
ons of [11s people, and bears their cry by reaton of 
their T avk-majters, and will come down to deliver 
thew, Exdd.3.7, 8. 

$9 £o thoſe that are the Biſhops, Elders, and 
Overſeers, che Spiritual Rulers, and Leaders of 
the flocks pf Chriſt. Take heed chat ye be not 
Lords over Gods heritage , but examples to the 

Hocks : See that ye feed the flocks of God, taking 
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the overſight of them, not by conſtraint, but willing- 
ly; not for filth) Imcre , but of a ready mind, 1 Pet. 5+ 
2,3. Take heed chat ye Jo not exercile a domir 
nion over their faith, bur are helpers of their joy, 
2 Cor. 1.24. Takcheed that ye do not eat thefar, 
and cloath you with che wool, and kill chem that 
are fed : Takeheed that with torce and cruelty, ye 
rule not over then, So then eo all chat — 
whether in one kind or anv»ther, tee tat ye undo 
heavy burdens, and let the opprefied go tree, and 
break every yoke; clic, (ucely che Lord will vilic 
for cieſe chings, and his foul will be avenged on 
ſuch a Nation as Clits- 

2. So for the Sin of Perſecution, and Hatred a- 
gainlt God, and his people. Hath the Lord or- 
dained the Arrows of his Lilignation, even the In- 
{truments of Death aguiilt the Perſecutors ? and 
will 2c ſtrike chem 1ato che heats of bis Enemies ? 
Q, then take heed, that thou art not fonnd a hater 
of God, and a Perfſecutor ot the people of God, 
leſt the Arro# of the dit: oying Peltilence, that 
flyeth at noon day, dv light upon tace, and the An- 
vel of the Lord perſecate tace. 

3. 50 for the Sia of Marder an Bloadſhed, Hath 
the Lord chreatned his lure plagues againit che 
Deltcoyers of his heritage ? end will he avenge the 
blood of his Servants, at the great whore of Bz- 
bylons hands ? and is chere a time when the Lord 
will make inquiſition for blood ? Then beware that 
thou halt not a hand in killing, and deſtroying the 
Saints of che molt high God, And take heed, that 
thou partake not of Babylons lins, leſt ehou receive 
of her plagues, For the Lord will avenge the bluyd4 
of bus Servants, and will render vengeance to bis Ad- 

t verſaries, 
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verſaries, and will be merciſul anto bis land, andto bis 
people, Deut. 33. 43- py 

4. So for the fourth Peſtilential and highly pro. 
voking Sin of 7dolatry. Was the anger of the Lord 
ſo kindled againſt Iſrael, when 7ſrael had joyned 
himſelf to Baal-peor, that no lets chen four and 
twenty thouſand died in the plague. And did the 
Lord plague the people, becauſe of the Calf they 
had made ? Then beware that ye be not Idolaters 
as were ſome of them, and provoke the Lord to 
anger with your inventions, For ſurety the Lord 
our God is a jealous God, his clory be will not give to 
another, neither bis traiſe to Graven Images, a 42.8. 

5. So for the Sin of Cvetouſneſr, and a greedy 
delice afterggain. Is it a fin (o abhorring unto the 
Lord? does the wrath of che Lord come upon the 
Children of diſobedience, becauſe of it * Has the 
Lord denounced ſo many woes againſt it ? and 
threatned eo (mite with his plagaes, and puniſh- 
ments for it ? Ochen beware of Covetoulneſs,and 
being greedy of gain, left thou be a tronbler of thine 
bowſe, Prov. 15.27. 

6. So for the Sin of Curſing , and Swearing, and 
Falſe-ſwearing. 1s it, that becauſe of Swearing the 
Land mourns, and the Lord had a Controverfie with 
the Land, becauſe of ic > And that the Curſer ſhall 
be cloathed with his Curſing, as with a Garment ? 
and it ſhall come into his bowels like water, and 
the Curſe (hall enter into the houſe of the Falle- 


" (wearer ? Ochen beware that thou art not found 


1n theſe fins, leſt cheſe dreadtul Judgments of God 
fall upon thee, 

7- So for the (eventh Peltilential deſtroying Sin, 
namely, the lin of Adultery, Fornication , and ſuch 


like } 
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like corporeal filthineſs and uncleanneſs. Did th 
Lord (o ſeverely puniſh che {in of Zimbri and Cogby 
who were ta\en in the att of uncleanne(s, that no 
leſs then ewenty four thonſand died in the plague? 
And did the Lord plague Pharavb and his houfe 
with great plagues, becauſe of Sarai, Abrams wiſe ? 
Then beware thou beaſtly Adu!rerer , thou filthy 
Fornicator, and-unclean Liver , jelt the like feve- 
rity of God take hold of thee. Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the (ities about them, in like 
manner , giving themſelves over to Fornication, and 
going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jud. 7. 

$. Sofor the vin of Infidelity, Diſtru't and Mure 
muring againlt God, the eighth provoking Pettt- 
lential in. Did choſe men chat brought up an 
evil report upon the good Land (diltrutting God 
for all the Signs chat he had ſhewed among them) 
dye by the plague before the Lord 2 And did the 
Carcalſes of thoſe who murmured againtt the Lord 
fall in the Wilderneſs, {o that that they could not 
ſee the promiſed Land ? © then take heed how 
thou cheriſh a murmuring diltrulting', and unbe- 
leiving heart againſt God. Take heed of raling up 
an evil ceport upon the good land, thereby weak- 
ening the hands, and diſcouraging the hearts of 
thoſe, who would be found walking in the beauti= 
ful paths of the Lord, and be faithful in their ge- 
neration. 

9. So for the Sin of Diſcmecnt, loathing Gods 
bleſſings, and his provilions, an. luſting after evil 
things, co f(atisfie their inordinate delires, the 
ninth provoking Peſtilential tin. Did the Lord 
mite the people with a very great Pl22we, for this 
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very evil > Then t2le we heed that we luit not 
after evil tings, as they alſo lulted, 

19, So tor Uiec Sit of Pride N Ambiti a, and 
Vain-glory, truſting in aa arm of Lelh, and act re- 
lying on the mighty power and faithiulrels of 
God. Did the Lord for this fin of David, lead 
a Peſtilence among the Cliild en of 1ſ-act , fo that 
there dyed of the people Seventy tronand men ? 
O then tike we heed of a EL id, val 1-9 1110uS 
ſpirit, and that we erut 12t 14.24 arm of fleſh, 

11, So for th-+Sin of 4p:tzcy, Ba 6 ſliding, and 
Revalting from G ».). Dil he Lord often ehreaten 
that for tnis (in tie would confunme them by the 
Sword , the Fariae, and the Peltilence? O hen 
take we heed that we do act Apoltzite, and Backs 
fide in onr (pu ies from the Lord. 

12, So for the Sin of Rebellion, a nl Obſtinate 
Diſobedience, agoniſt God and lus Commandments, 
Did the. Lord for this (i: theater, that he would 
ſend the Peftilence 21117 them, and na te it cleave 
unto them, uni {1 had conſumed tien ? Orhen 
beware, that th (11 not againlt Gol, and his 
Commands, with au Oh. inate, Reve!!ious, and dif- 
obedient heart. 

13. So for the Sin of Inſurrein, and riling up 
againſt the Lords li»tul Governoirs and Goverys 
ment. Did the Lor\ (© ſeverely deal with Corab, 
Dathan, and Abirem, and their Complices, and 
Co-pareners for this evit ; not viſiting them after 
tae common vilitation of men, cauling alſo the 
Plagueto break in among them, f-» that there died 
thereof, Fourteen thouſand aud ſeven hundred 2 
then cake we heed of this (o highly proyoking Pe- 
liilential fin. 
14+ 50 
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14. So for the S'n of Prothanation of Gods boly 
things, and an Over- curious, Preinmrtous (Pecus 
lation, and Prging unwarrantaliiy nc the lecrets 
of God, Was the hand of che Lord fo heavy up» 
on the men of 4Þ4di4, 2ad alfo upon the men of 
Betb-ſbemifh for this tin,'o that he (more them with 
a deadly deſtruftion, even of ele people, Filty 
thouſand and threeſcore and cen ! O chen fee that 
we are not ginity of this (o lighly provoking Pee 
ſhlential (10. 

15 Sofor the lalt Peſtilencia! J-tr05 ing Sun of 
Adding or Djminiſhing from tie word of (304, tor 
which the Lord hath chreatned fic! dr eadivil plagues 
and puniſhmc 1c, O take thou heed of this fo highs 
ly provoking lin, cit the Lor,! 2d] wnto thee b18 
plagues, and take 4% 2y thy pair out of the Book 
of Lite. 

Having now (erioufly convideret, what eho(e 1115 
are,that.(» vgly provoke the Lord to (end down 
this fore vittation, of oo Planes or Pethience as 
mort a Þe »ple le. | L4V CIT Thhovis efhif ot £161 ' IroAa 
diligent ſearch,and exataniotion If thine own heart 
and ways to find one che {tn or tins, Watch thy Con- 
(cience (ball cell chee hon ffaudett guilty of be- 
fore the Lord : Whether it be the 11a of Oppreſ- 
from, Perſecution, Murder, Idilatry, Adultery, Cove- 
touſneſi, Curſing or Swearing, Infidelut yt, Diſcontent, 
Pride, Apnſtacy, Diſobedierce, or any other of che 
forementioned provoking evils. And fee chat thou 
art very exact, and nor flight , and ſaperticial, im 
this manner of ſelf-examination, Tis is the ex- 
hortation of the Lord, by his Prophet Zephaniah, 
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ther together, O, Nation nit deſire; thus is it ren+ 
Jred in our Tranſlation , but other Traflations 
read jt chus: Search your ſelves narrowly, yea ſearch 
your ſelves narrorly, P27 pe ple, nn worthy fo be defired. 
Before the Decree bring forth , before the day paſi Wm 
the chaff, before thc fierce anzer of the Lord come pn 
yu. | hnde the Hebrew word flonihos thus much; 
rirſt, To gather your wits tovetier, that wag be- 
fore diſperied non vanity. Secondly, To frame 
your ſelves co purge away your fp: itnal chatt, 
Thirdly, To ſearch narrowly, as for a loft jewel, 
or hid mine. The true fence 1s, Enter into your 
ſelves; (earch, try and examine all your ways and 
doings, that ye may rightly underſtand how hea» 
vily and greivoully God mult needs be offended 
with your great and mamfoldiins. And mark the 
reaſon why they (hould be (fo diligent and in- 
duſtrious in this work ; Bef. re the Decree bring 
forth : That 5, betore that doti: come ro paſs 5 
which is decreedby God agzinſt you 5 Gods De- 
cree is then (aid eo brinz forth, when it comethto 
be executed. As the bringing forth of a woman 
doth not follow prefently alter the conception , 
bur in the appointed due rime : S»alfo is che De- 
cree of God not brougat to hght , by the execu- 
tion of it, untilthe time determined and appoin- 
ed by himſelf, 

Before the day paſi as the chaff} that is, very 
ſwiftly , ſuddenly, like chafi, the day is palling a- 
way , tierefore whiles ye havetime yer, oY (# 
the day that runs and wears away fo faſt, does 
bring forth the Decree, produce and make appear 
what God hath decreed againſt you. O Nation un» 
delirable, ſearch your (elves, yea ſearch your ſelves 
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very narrowly, whiles the heat of che Lords wrath 
doth not yet come uponyon; whiles the day of 
the Lords wrath doth no: yet take hold of you, 
This is further inculcated and preſt by the Lordin 
the Prophelie of the Prophet Haggai, chap.1.5,7. 
Is it a time for you, O ye, t» 4rell in your ceiled 
bouſes ( that is, in your (t:rely and fumprtuons 
houſes, for plealure and delight) and this houſe 
lye waſte, or delÞiate , meaning the Lords, houte: 
Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord of of Hoſts, Conſi- 
der your ways 5 Or which is more agreeable to tle 
Original, Set your beart upon your ways : Obſerve 
and conlider well how it fares with you, by reafon 
of your fins. Had they conltidered, or ict tlieir 
hearts aright upon their ways, this miche have 
prevented the execution of God; judgements 
mentioned the 9,10, and 11, verſes thereof. For 
want of this the Lord by rhe Prophet 7ſ:iab chr. 
takes up a birter lamentarion and complaint z 
Hear O Heavens , and give ear O Earth; fir the 
Lord bath ſpoken : I bave nowriſh:d ind brought np 
children, and they have rebelled again/t me. The Ox 
khnaweth bis ower, and the «Af bis maſters (crib : but 
Iſrael doth not know, my pexple (C faith he) doth nne 
conſider, They were more bructiſh and void of un- 
derſtanding then the bealts or brute creatures. For 
want of this confideration it was, that every one 
turned to by courſe of ſin, as the horſe ruſheth int» 
the battel, breaking and running through like a 
water flood, as the word is properly uſed. And 
why ? Becauſe no man ſaid What bave I dime? And 
the Lord complaineth further, That the Storkin the 
Heaven knew ber appointed times, andthe Turtle, and 
the Crane, and the Swallow did obſerve the time of 
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ther ceomtti7, but bis pe; le brew n't t9c 1 lr ement 
of tbe Lord. ter.5.6,7- This is ett conaderation 
whicn we ought tu have of our felves ; Bur what 
{trangers are molt men ind women tt their ow 1 
hearis 2 who eters toto (uch a te: jous thought as 
Vo lay, hat bave / dine ? 

Seneca reporteth of Sex'i's , 1,0 crery night 
before he flept he a-ked his own heart, What evil 
this Asy halt thau amended ? what vice baſt th K Ie + 
ſifted ? in what part art thiu bettered ? Surely (ſuch 
a courle as Chis, woul prevent the tearleis and 
heedleſls runmag into ma'ry grols en>rmiries and 
lins 3 and fo prevent the rune and deitruftion of 
many a poor liniul toul. Tins courte the Church 
took inthe Lamentations, HFherefore doth the living 
114 complain ? aman tf the puniſhment of bis (in; ? 
Let nw: ſearc? md try on Wai, a4 turn 4UaI17T WT + 
torbe Lord, Lam-3.39,40. Fall then 17 000 care 
net LPONR tat won K <t felt examiiation; and think 
 vetier to know thine own whites, and thy 
lou}-lickactics ani lores, thea to know the whole 
world, #214 ail the wonders Crricen't; It is ove of 
the beſt Parts of wifdom co know thy (-If: This 
will beat down thy pride , and keep the bumble , 
and lead thee to the true knowledge of God; Ic 
will caſt outand keep out lin, and preſerve thee 
from many temptations; It is the beginning and 
foundation of grace and repentance, Lam. 3.40. 
And will prevent the ſevere ſtroak of Gods judge- 
ments, as in that of Zephany 2. 1,2. And faith 
the Apoltie, If wc will judge our ſelves, we ſhall not 
be judged of the Lord, Sarely did we but know 
what the heare of man is, while unregenerete 
20. in) its natural eſtate; what a link, a ſea of 
in 
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ſin and filthinets it is, how deceith:] above allthings 
and deſperately wicked as Jeremy hath it, 7er.17.9+ 
what infinite yntricaee wingings and turnings there 
arc in the datk laborinths of mans heart ; what 2 
multitude of yan thoughts do lodge within it, 7er- 
4 14. What ſwarms of Jitts avd uncleanets Hue 
out from this corrupt and putriftied fountain, Mat. 
12.34. comp. with chap.15.15,19, verſes. What 
a deal of felf-tuphiltry and impolture is wrapt up 
there, by which millions of fouls are inwraped mn 
the ſnaresand ſhackels of Satan ; 1 ay did we righe- 
ly know, and were not firangers to thelechings, 
it might put us On With all (erronine(s and readinets 
this 1» weiguty and prontavie a work, 

ButO where 1s the man aimoſt, that knows, 
or fers himſelf in good earneft for ro know aud find 
our the Plague of his own heart ! O what a many of 
Plague-[ores, and running z{ſnezare 1n the hearts of 
men and women at this day,and yet they are infen- 
ſible ot them. Every onealmelt is tenfible of the 
Plague-tokens, or (ores when they leitc upon tlie 
body,aad mcit people fear and (1 ead this contagi- 
vus diſeaie, becaule of the loachſomnels of it, bur 
for the Plague of the Hearr, the Soul-licknels and 
(ore', O where is there any knowledge or dilcern- 
ing of it! where ts there any (eaſe of che loathſom- 
neſs and infectiouſne(s of it! And yet without this, 
how can we expect a healing ? and the removal of 
this ſevere {troke of the Lord ? according to Solo- 
mons prayer , at the dedication of the Temple , 
1 King.8.37,38,39.1} there be in the land famine, if 


t bere be peftilence,&c. whatſoever plague, whatſuever, 


ſickneſs there be : what prayer and ſupplication ſoever 
be made by any mgn, or by all the people liraet (and 
mark 
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mark what follows? ) which ſhall know every man 
the plague of bis own heart, and ſpread forth bis 
bands towards this bouſe : Then bear thou in 
Heaven thy dwelling place, an1 forgive, and d», and 
give to every man according to bis ways, whoſe beart 
#bou knoweſt ( for thin, even thox onely knoweſt the 
bearts of the cbildrenof men.) Now this prayer of 
Solomon had ies contirmation from the Lord, 
2 King 9.;. 50 that this knowledge of the Plague 
of the heart, 152 neceffary qualitcation or ingre- 
dienc eo go along with that prayer, which ſhall be 
prevailing with the Lord for the removal of the 
Peltilence out of che land or Nation wherein it is. 
But if the mea of this ceneracation are ſtill unac- 
quainfed with the plagues or {ores of their own 
heart, if they be (ti)] as vain, as proud, as oppreſ- 
ſing, as Superſtitions, as [dolatrous, as Adulterous, 
as Murderous, as Blaiphemous, az Rebellious and 
Diſobedient againit the Lord and his commands, as 
reviling and perſecuring the way of truth and holi- 
neſs as ever, can it be expeſted that the hand of 
the Lord ſhould be removed, or the hre of his 
his indignation, which now burns {o very hot a- 
mong us, (hould be quenched ? 

Set thy felf chen in good earneſt upon this heart- 
ſearching wor, whoever thou art that wouldeſcar e 
this ſevere ſtroke of the Lord.} And if thou knowelt 
not how to deal with thy heart, ic is (orreacherous 
and vile, put up Davids prayer unto the Lord. in 
Pſal.139-23,24. Search me © God, and know my 
beart , try me and know my thoughts ; And ſee if 
there be any way of wickedneſl in me, and lead me 
iu the way everlaſting. . If therebe any pernicious, 
hurtful, or oppreſling way ia me 3 and lead me up- 
on 
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od the way of eternity, upon that way which may 
lead me to eternal life. But know, chat if choy 
wilt be careleſs and negletre ſtill of this fo ne- 
ceſſary a work, and put the Lordupon it, he will 
thenmake a very ſtrict and diligent ſearch, and fee 
what will be the fad event and conſequent of it, 
Zepb.t.12.Andit ſhall come to paſs at that time, that] 
will ſearch Fernſalem with candles , and puniſh the 
men that are ſettled on their lees , that ſay in their 
beart, The Lord. will not do good , neitber will be d' 
evil. And what follows > Therefore their goods ſhall 
become a booty, and their bouſes a deſvlation : they 
ſhall alſo build bonuſes but not inhabit them ; and they 
ſhall plant vineyards , but not drink the wine thereof. 
Then the mighty man ſhall ery bittzrly. And God 
wyll bring diſtreſs mpon men , that they ſhall walk 
as blind men , becauſe they have ſinned againſt the 
Lord, and their blood ſhall be poured out #s duſt, and 
their fleſh as the dung, and at that time, neither their 
their filver wor their gold ſhall be able to deliver them 
in the dayof the Lords wrath , but the whole land 
ſhall be devoured by the fire of bis jealeuſie ; For be 
ſhall make even a ſpeedy riddance of all them that 
dwell in the land. And when is this time that the 
Lord will make chis ſtrift and diligent ſearch as 
with candles?ver.7.declares it,It isin the day of the 
Lord, when he prepareth a ſacrifice, and {hall bid 
his gueſts. And in that day of the Lords ſacrifice, 
then will he puniſh the Princes, and the Kings 
children, and all ſuch as are cloathed with ftrange 
apparel, that leap on the threſhold , and fill cheir 
Malters houſes with deceit. O England, then be 
exhorted to conſider thy ways, that thou mayſt 
find out thy hideous provoking — 
Te 
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forethe Lord make a ſpeedy riddance. This is the 
firſt ſpirignal Receic 1 would preſcribe unto thee. 


The Second Receit. 


Having made this diligent ſearch Into thine 
own heart, and found out thy foul-peltileat fores, 
then the next ſpiritual Receit I ſhall preſcribe 
unto thee, /s 4 grod draught of a ſound and fincere 
Repentance: Which if ſound and lincere wi'l ope- 
rate chelſe four tings in thee ; 

Firſt, A kindly mourning 1n (ecret before the 
Lord, 1.For thine own iniquities. 2. For the fins 
and abominations of the times. 

Secondly, It will breed a hatred and abhorrency 
1n thy heart agaialt chole evils, rogether, with an 
humbie contellion and acknowledgement of chem. 

Thirdly , A willing forſaking, andrenunciation 
of them. 

Fourthly, A returning unto the Lord with all thy 
heare. Surely as £5 this Receit, we may write a Pro- 
batum eſt, its atried Receit, a ſure Remedy, 2 (ove- 
raign Plailter for chis running (ore, Repent and turn 

your ſelves from ail your trangreſſions ( ſaith the Lord) 
ſo iniquity ſhall mit be your ruine, Exek.1$.30, $1 in 
v.32.T wn your ſelves andlive ye ; for whywill ye die 
© bouſeof Urael? Bue more particularly co the ſeve- 
ral branches of Repentance as they are laid down, 

Firſt, then fee, that the true ſenſe of thy (in 
does work thy heart to a kindly mourning and 

ſorrowing for the (amein ſecret before the Lord. 

Taisſorcow and contrition for (11, will I ſay, evi- 
dence the ſoundneſs and lincerity of thy Repen- 
tance, when thou canlt mourn before the Lord, noe 
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onely in reſpeX of the danger which thou haſt 
incurred by reaſon of thy fins, to wir, the curſes 
of this life , temporal death, and eternal plagues 
and torments in another world, but alſo that 
thou haſt fo unkindly grieved and provoked fo 
good a God, ſo compallionate 2 Father, fo gra- 
cious a Redeemer , ſo bleſſed a Sarftifer, and 
incurred the loſs of (o great a God, even the 
favour of (o good and gracious a God, that eaketh 
no pleaſure inthe death of the wicked, Ezek.33-11. 
This is that godly ſorrow, that the Apoſtle Pex 
ſpeaks of, 2 {v.7,10,11. that worketh reperitance 
to (alvation, not £o be repented of ; the notable 
effets whereof are there allo demonſtrated and 
declared ; which will be of ſuch lingular efhcacy 
and force to quench thehre of the Lords indig- 
nation and wrath, now broken out among us. - In 
the leventh of Ezekje/, the Lord threatning the 
final deſolation of [ſrac!, telling her that her end 
was come, and that he would judge her accord- 
ing © her ways, and recompence upon her all 
her abominations ; That the Sword was without , 
and the Peſtilence and Famine within ; and that he 
that was in the field, ſhould die with the (word ; 
and that he that was in the City, Famine and Peſti- 
leace ſhould devour him. In verſe 16, he tells us 
That they that eſcape of them (meaning thole that 
ſhould eſcape the common calamity of the Sword, 
Peſtilence and Famine) they ſhall be on the mountains 
like Doves of the valleys, all of them mourning every 
one for bis iniquity: that is, for his own iniquity 
ſhall every one mourn as Doves of the valleys. 
The word lignifieth a making a fiir by lighing, whi- 
ning and howling, 


So 
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© So Hezthiob in che time of his ſickneſs, tells ns, 
That be did mourn 4s @ Dove, Iſa. 3$. 14+ Such will 
be the gratious temper and diſpoſition of ſoul of 
the Lords eſcaped ones : They ſhall mourn every 
one for his own iniquity, as Doves in theYalleys,in 
their ſecret retirements with the Lord ; the fence 
and remembrance of their lins,\n diſhonouring and 
grieving ſo good and gratius a God, will make them 
£0 (ob and 11gh, and even to howl beforethe Lord. 
So did Ephraim , when he repented , and turned 
anto the Lord, / bave ſurely beard Ephraim ( faith 
the Lord) bemoaning bimſelf,Jer, 31.18. In this 
fpicie and cemper will che Loeds eſcaped remnant 
be found mn. 

So in Iſraels reſtauration, when the Lord ſhall 
gather them from che Coaſts of the Earth , in 
what ſpirit ſhall they then be found > They ſhall 
come with weeping ( (aith the Lord) and with ſup. 
plications will I lead them, 2s in the gth- ver, of 
che ſame Chap. with weeping for their fins, and 
wit: (upplications or petitions unto the Lord 
for mercy and pardon, And fwcable to this, is 
that in the 3d. of Zephan. 18. I will gather them 
that are ſorr»wful ( faith the Lord) for the ſolemn 
aſſembly, to whom the reproach of it was @ burden. 

Thoſe thatare (ad an (orrowtul,becaule they are 
obſtructed and hindered from meeting in the Tem- 
ple of God , in the Aﬀemblies of his Saints, for 
the folema worſhip and ſervice of God ; when 
they mult converſe with and among ſuch ſcofting 
Companions, which make but a mock and deri- 
ton of God and his Word+ In this gratioas cem- 
per ' and frame of ſpirit was David in', when he 
could not perform the feryent deſire he had to 
lerye 
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ſerve God among the faithful. How bitterly does 
he bemoan his being deprived of the comfort of 
the publick worſhip of God, during his exile, and 
the blaſphemies of his enemies, which cauſed his 
ſpirit even to be overwheimed > As the Hare 
panteth after the water brook, {+ panteth my ſout 
after thee,O God, My ſoxl thirlteth for God, for the 
living God: when ſhall I come and appear before God. 
Meaning in the Houſe of the Lord, the Taberna- 
cle where the folema worſhip of God was cele.. 
brated, and the Ark of the Covenant was, 
where God dwelled, 2 Sam. 6. 2. or where 
the Lord gave viſible ſigns of his preſence. And 
mark what follows ? My tears ( (aith he) bave 
been my meat day and night, while they continually 
fay unto me, Where is thy God ? His tears were as 
his bread, he fed and filld himſelf with tears, as 
if they were his oaely food and ſuſtenance, accor. 
ding to that in the $0. Pſal. 5. Thou feedeſt them 
with the bread of tears, and giveſt them tears to drink 
in great meaſure, Meaning bis own people often- 
times, who are at his very toot, praying and ſup- 
plicating at the throne of grace. 

And ſuch a frame of ſpirit ſhall be found alſo in 
them, as ſhall ask the way to Zion, with cheic faces 
thitherward ; They ſhall be going and reeping,and in 
this ſpirit of mourning chey ſhall go and ſeek che 
Lord their God. All which doth evidently %Yhews 
torth, what will be the temper and (pirit of all 
right-repenting {ouls, and What a frame ohſpicit the 
Lord expetts his people to be found in, when his 
hand is lifted up, even in this time, when he ſends 
the deſtroying Peſtileace among us, 


Now 
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Now conhder in what frame of ſpirit art thou 
before the Lord thiP day ; Haſt chou found thy 
heart broken as it were mto ſhivers for thy lins ? 
Has the ſight of thy fins made thee eo ligh for chy 
fins, and co monrn kindly before the Lord for 
thine iniquiries ? Haſt chou ever ſhed a tear before 
the Lord for thy ſecret fins > or thy more open 
and notorio'ns abominations ? Surely , uf 40 ſucly 
a day a5 this, when the Arrows of the Lords fadig- 
nation are flying abroad, if thou (hait be found in 
a Carnal, Light, Frothly, Frohick, Volupeuous, 
Vain-\{piritz a lover of thy pleaſures more thei a 
lover of God, putcing far away from thee the evil 
day, and cauling the (ear of violence to come near; 
like Choſe che Prophet Amos complains of, Who 
were at caſe in Sion, and traſted in the Mountain of 
Samaria, 1 bt Liy pon Beds of [voryand ftretebt them- 
ſelves wpon their { ouches, andeat the lambs ont of the 
flock, and the calves out of the midſt of the ſtall, That 
did cbamnt to the laznd Ef the viol;.and mvcnt t» them.. 
ſelves in'truments of Muſick : like Dapid, That drank 
wine 11 bowls, 414 anointed themſelves with the chie{ 
omntinent, but w:r2 110t grieved for the offliftion of Jo- 
ſeph. | ly, if in fuch a day as this, under fuch a 
ſevere and (oe viſitation as this , chou ſhalt be 
found in-(fuch 2 (pirit and temper as Chis, (2d and 
deplorable will thy condition be. 

For mark what the Lord threatne thoſe car- 
nal, flelhly, (ſenſual rejoycing ones. Therefore nw 
ſhall they g1 captive, with the firſt that go captice, 
and the banquet of them that ſtretched themſelves 
foall be removed, Amos 6. 1. to the 8. verſ. So dan- 
gerous and highly provoking a lin, when the 
preſent diſpenſations of God, together with thine 
Uwn 
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own perſonal evils, do call for a moarnful frame of 
ſpirir, that cher thou thouldit be fouud in a tpirr* 
of carnal merriment and rej»ycing. As the j,Grd 
complained by the Propiret Iſa. Chap. 22.1% 1» 
that day did the Lord God of Hoſts call t» n ee) 
ing and mmrning, and to baldneſs, and t5 girams 
with ſackeloth ; amd beh11d Jy, and 1iat if; ſt: 
ing Oxen, and killing Sbeep ;, eating jle(>, an1 4 

mg wine : Let ts cat and drink , for to marrow ; 
fall dye. 

This caey (pake in a (cothng manver, as if ch 
had ſaid, our Prophet cells us, that we (hit f 
be deſtroyed, and {lain, or carried mto capes! 
lec us then be jovial and merry, as long 
may. Bur mark, how hainoully did the Lori! 

It at their hands. And it ws revealed in ni 

by the Lora of Hoſts, Sely this iniquity (ha! 
purged from you, till ye dye, ſaith the Lord f i14;"; 
Meaning that it ſhould never be forg-vru w3ts 
them, unlels chey did ceaſe from {1 jniny, For tb 
the word till, or untill, jn Scti, care phrate 
does uſually hold forth, Gen. 23. 15, 2 Sm. 6.23. 
Matth. 1, 25. 

L [hall add hereunto that in the Prophet 7-0! 
Chap, 24- waere the Prophet ſetting fort! the ter-" 
riblenels of Gods approaching Judgements, i» the 
12th. verſ. he exhorteth them to this repenting, 
and relenting frame of (pirit,,as the only means © 
pacihe che Lords wrath and indignation , from 
breaking out agzinſt them, or for the removal of 
it, Therefore alſo now, ſaith the I,ord, Turn ye even 
to me , with all your beart, and with faiting , and 
with weeping , and with muarning ; and rent your 
heart, and at your garments, end tyrnunts the Lord 

G as your 
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your God, for he is gratious and merciful , ſhw 19 
anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth bim of the 
evil. So in the 15. verſ. Blow the Trampet in 
Sion, ſandifie a fait, call 2 ſilemn aſſembly, gathe, 
the people , ſantiific the C orepati nu, Kc, Let the 
Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between the 
Porch and the Altar ; and let them ſay, Spare thy peo- 
ple, O Lord, and give not thy beritage to reproach, 
And mark what follows, Then wil tbe Lord Ge jea- 
low for bis lan, ani pity bis people. 

Tis was that (pirit allo that was found 1n the 
people of Ninevh, when deltruttion was threats 
ned upun forahy preaching, Fab 3+ 5, Gy 7s 5. 
It is laid, they believed God, ad proclained a 
Faſt, aud put on ſackcloth tom the greatelt of 
them even to the lcait, yea , che ling himſelf 
arole from his chrone, and laid lis robe from him, 
and covered him with ſackcloth, and tat 14 alhes ; 
and cauſed it co be proclauned, that man and beaſt 
ſhould be covere.) with fac «cloth, and « &\ might1- 
ly unto God, a: turn every one from his evil 
way, and from t'ic violence that was n their hands ; 
and ( faith ae ) W110 Can rel, if God will curn, and 
repent, and turt away from lis herce anger that 
we perilh not + Aud God faw thi works, that 
they turned fr 0m their evil way, and God repent- 
ed of the evil, cht he had faid, that he would do 
unto them, and he dil it nor. 

See what {12nal demonitrations were therehere,of 
the TLF d (Oorrow and compunttion of their hearts. 
O bow will this Example of Nineveb repenting and 
lorrowing for theic fins, riſe up in judgemenc 
againit the men of this generation! Luk, 11, 32, 

Yhere is the covering of ſackcloth to be ſeen ? 
, Any 
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Any outward demonitrations of arelenting ſpiric 
to be diſcerned ? Where can we ſce the monrntul 
ſoul that is deeply :fiiicted for its fins, vnder this 
ſore vilitation of the Lord? Are not men and wo- 
men as proud, and vain, and carnal, and jovial 
now as before ? Is there any crying mightily unto 
God ? Any turning trom their evil way, or from 
the violence that is in their hands ? Do we (ee any 
looling of the bands of wickedne(s? undoing the 
heavy burdens ? the letting the oppreſſed go freed 
and che breaking of every yoke ? Ard where are 
any bowels of compaſſions drawn vut coward the 
poor and needy ? but in van are all faſtings, and 
formal devotions, if theie things are 125iected 
which are eflential as to that acceptable talt which 
God hath choſen, 1/2. 55. 6, 7. See tlien that ye 
be true mourners in Sz, and let the fence of 
thine inquicies work in thee a true contrition, and 
brokennelſs of heart. For the Lord is nich unto them 
that are of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as Ge of a 
contrite ſparit, Pial. 3S. 1S. This is che heart that 
he will heal, Pfal. 147. 3. The heart that be will 
bind up, Iſa. 61.1, That Eyangelical Cacritce which 
he will not deſpite, Pſal. 51. 17. 

Now co get thy heart relced into this mournful 
frame. Take thele helps. 

1, Be looking up unto Chrift, whom by thy fins 
thou haſt peirced, Zach. 12, 10. 

2. Apply the New Covenant-promiſes, for the 
taking away of the (tony heare one of thy Beth, 
and the Lords giving of thee an heart of felb, 
Ezek.11.19. and 36.26. 

3- Get a ſence of the unſpeakable miſery thon 
art lyable unto by reaſon of thy fins, Rome. 6. 23, 

(z 2 wheti.ec 
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whether it be Pride, Oppreſlion, Idolatry, Adul- 
tery, Apoſtacy, Ciifing, and Swearing , or fuch 
other of thoſe peltilential tins vet we mentioned; 
or whether they be lie$, railings, (cottages at Gods 
people, rotten (pee hes , bed/an pallions, goods 
1l.gorren, time i)]-ſpent, prophanatiun of che 
Lords-day. 

4. Conlider alf, that thy heart nth been che 
Fountain, or rathe: the Sack, from whence hath 
(Aued many foul ftreams, where all i] hath been 
forged , all evi) words, and wicked cthonghts in- 
gendred, then by che rule of proportion let thy 
heart be a fountain of ſorrow for lin. 

5. Conlider che heart of Chriſt, he had not 
raken a heart of fel, bur for {1m ; which for thy 
lake was filled with chat unexpreſivle forrow and 
greif, that if all che godly (orrow of ali the righs 
teous fouls, from the beginning of the world to 
the end thereof, in heaven and 1a carth , dead or 
alive, were collefted into one heart, they could 
not countervail the depth of his anguiſh. And 
ſhall his bleſſed Cul fall afunder in his blefled 
breaſt , aſſaulted with all the wrath of God, and 
the molt dreatfil corments of <eil ? ſhall bis foul 
be like a (corched heaith, and (> prefled with the 
flames of Go revenging wrath , which wrung 
from him choſe blrody drovs, and ruful crys. My 
God, my God, n hy bait thou forſaken me > And (hall 
thy heart be *s a ſtone within thy breaſt, and ne- 
ver be moved > Oh, prodigious hardaeſs, and worſe 
then hearhemih wagratitudel 

6, Conlider it ehby heare He not wounded here 
in this world, in ſome meaſure eruly , ic (hall 
hereafter be filled with ſuch endleſs hocrour, that 
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it would grieve and break cen thouſand hearts en 
imayine or think of it. Is it nortberter then, to 
mourn a higle here in this lik for lin, then to 
have our heares inlarged eo endure ro all etermty, 
the extremity of the wrath of God, in che unexe 
preſſible hocrour of hell 7 Is any man fo ſentleſs, 
to think he ſhall g5 to heaven in 2 bed of down, 
and never be touched for his iis ? When Heze« 
kiab, a man of x perfeft heart , complained and 
chattered like a Crane, [/2. 35-14, When David 
a man after Gods own heat, roared all the day 
long, Pſal. 32. 3. When j-b a perfett and a jult 
man, complained that the Arrows of the Almighty 
were within him, and thar the venome thereot did 
drink up his ſpirit, Job 6. 4. Nay when Chriſt 
amſelf, chat holy and jult one, that pure and ime 
maculace Lamb, did (© cry our, in the agunuy and 
bitternels of his (pirie. 

7. Conlider again, that if chon gerſt els broken 
heart into thy breaſt, thon ſhair bring down the 
glorious Majelty of Heaven, Cod Almighty with 
his Chair of State to fit in thy foul. For he hath a 
ewofo!d habitation, to wit, hexven,and the hiumble 
heart, Iſa. 57 15. 

$. Add nereunto the pradtiſe of the Saints of 
God, They poured out tears as men do water out 
of Buckets, 1 Saw. 7,5, Mary Mazlalen walhed 
Chriſts feet with her ters, Luck 7. 14, The Pub- 
lican ſtrook on his breaſt, with a (orcowful acknow- 
ledgment of his fins, Lak. 13. 13. And (urely, if 
thy hands and eyes, and tongue and heat, have 
been inſtruments of Gods diſhonour ; then by the 
Rule of proportion, thou (houldit have the warks 
of thy hands, inſtrumental demonſtrations of re- 
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Pentance. Thine eyes fountains cf ters, and chy 
Congue uttering, and thy heart ſuftering greif 

And if for outward lofles and croſles, thou canit 

weep tears , as David for his Son Abſalom ? and 
wich what wringing ot hands, Cerring of hair, bit- 
rer crying,« Jo many / EX prels the 1 ward, and intal - 
I:rable lorrow, and greit Oi cher lifarts ? | hen 
c:rtainly tac loſs of Chriſt , 1.1 of the favour of 
God, which is infinitely beccer Tacn Husband, White, 
Child, or any the moſt de.ircavlec clyng +0 tac 
world, how (hot i! | cf 1s Orcas Cay heart, aud draw 
tears from thy (> 

Thus azving got thy heart meiced nuto this 
mournful frame, out of a deep leace, anlappres 
hen1ion of thine own 1135. Taca, 
Secondly, Thou wiit cometo inourn kindly, up- 

01 the acc ompe of the commvn 14a-, and abumm- 
tions of the times, As David 1iithe 119. Pſalm. 
136. ter}. Rivers if n arers ( lith be) ran down 
mane ezery and Why : : b eat), SDey Rep nt toy fawn; 
Or as others read it, Mine eyes gaith out with ri- 
vers of waters, I weep and tied avundance of tears, 
even for the wickeus ſale whom 1 pity ; and elpe- 
cially, for the law of Gol, which greiveth me co 
the heart tofee violaced and broken. So the Ere- 
pnet } 7 remy, Uh that my bead { 1abih he ) were ws 


ters, anda mine e361 23 fountain tears, that I meiplt 
weep da; os ight, r the ſliin of the Daughter of 
my people. O that 7 bad in the wilderne(; a lodging 
peace of wayfaring men, that [ might leave my perpee 
and 70 fr n then; \\ ny? what is the watrer #0 
7 remy of tais fo fall and morraful a wit , and 
taat thy wotidit lezve thy people, an. C0 rom 
tiem? VWay ? tlcre is Caule and reaſon enouoh, 
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, ; 
treacherous men. And they ond t: HHgMes Hike 
their bow for lies : bat they ar: not #4tant for the 
truth np tÞDe earth, for they proceed from evil toevil, 


and they know not me, {ith the Lo fer. 9.1, 2,3. 
So deeply was the {1} of eh14s gi) 4 Pi op icc oft the 
Lord affected and atilicted , np 11 rlie account of 
the publique National abominations, and deliles 
ments. 

In like manner it is fail of a1ghreons 2nd] juſt 
Lot, that he was vexed with the thy © ur ertatie 
In of the wicked ( means rize Yuatnrrtite , 4m ng 
whom he lived.) For that righteii man doivehiinsg 
among them ( faith the Text) i /ce1ng, and bare 
ing, vexed bis rigbte rus foul, from 4:y ts diy, with 
their unlawful deeds, 2 Pet. 2.7, 5. He ved among 
abominable men, that care] n-irt;e. for rigat nor 
reaſon, and this greived an.) cor mented ins righte- 
ous ſoul, as if it had been 14y-0n a £204, 35 the word 
implies. So it is faid of ow dear Lord, that he 
was greived for the hirlnets of their hearts, 
Mark, 3.5. But to bring it mote chute corae pre» 
ſent vilieation of the Locd , and what a fpecial 
preſervative and antidote tis groati us qualiticae 
tion of ſoul is for the keeving oft, of his ſevere 
ſtroke of the Lord ; Look into Ezt4.9. even the 
whole Chapter 3 there y u lull ind, that the Man 
who w.#s cloathed with linzen , which had the IVriters 
Inchbyn by ba fide, was c,mmiſſionated from the Lord, 
#0 go through the midit of te City, througs the midit of 
Feruſalem, and ſet F: Wark ut t the Forcheads of the 
men that did fizb_andery for all the abominations that 
were dime in the midi thereof. Ani aiter him follows 
the men, wao had we fhinghter weapons 14 their 
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han ls, and they were to go through the City and 
fe, and thy utteily old and young, both 
Maids and little Ciuldren, and Women , but nv 
r5 come nevr any man 1902 whom was the Mark, 
God had a remnant among this wicked and back - 
ſliding generation, and chey mult be firit marked, 
and thele are deſcribed to be ſuch, as did Iigh and 
cry for al! the abominatioas of the times, and all 
thar time tae iniquity of the Houſe of Iſract and 
Fadab was exceeding grear, the Land was full of 
diood, and the Ciry full of perverſnel(s, and wha t 
other their abominations were,the Chapcer before 
doth evidently declare ic. 

In like manner when the Paſcover was to be 
inſtituted was the blood of the Latnb to be 2 to» 
ken tothe children of Iſrael 14pon the honſes were 
they were 5 So that the Lord ſeeing the bluod 
ehat was ſtruck upon the door-poſts 1d paſs over 
chem, and ſuffered not the Dellioyer to come mn 
and (mite them, when he (more the land of Epypr. 
The Plague was not © come upon the Iſraelites 
todeſtroy them, Ex:4.12 12,13,22,23 Well then, 
wile thou be of the number of Gods mai ked ones, 
that the Leſtroying Angel may paſs over thee , 
and the plague come not upon thee, when God 1s 
ſmiting the land , as now he is, by the deſtroying 
Peſtilence ; O ſee then that thy heart is broughe 
into this holy frame, co ligh and monrn not on. 
ly for thine own perſonal evils, bur alſo for che 
crying lins and abominations of the times. Bur 
ſurely , if chou canſt (wim down with the ſtream 
0! thertimes, and hear Che holy and precious name 
of God diſhonoured an blaſphemed daily , bis 
Spirit derided, his Saints and Ordina 1ces villiged 
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and defamed, his Meſſengers abuſed, and the way 
of Holineſs reproached, Orit thou canſt behold 
wickedneſs walking up and down with a bold, 
impudent forehead, and men and women of a f}- 
thy, impure, ſported converſation, and not ſhed 
one tear, nor ſigh and mou n under (uch National 
abominations z ſurely it argues, chat the grace of 
ſaving and ſound Convzrhon and Repentance was 
never yer effeftually wrought in thy foul; if fo, 
thou canſt not but mourn under the (ence of fin, 
whether in chy ſelf or inany other. The want of 
which cemper and ſpirit, in the caſe of che Inceſty- 
ons perſon, made the Apoſtle Paxl to reprebend 
the Church of Corinth , telling them, that they 
were puffed up, and bad not rather mourned, that 
be that bad dime that deed, might be taken away from 
amang them,x Cor,5.1,2 Well then if you would be 
Gods marked ones, (ce that you be Sious mourning 
ones, remembring what onr dear Lord bath left on 
record, for the abundant (atisfeaRion and refreſh- 
meut of ſuch ſorrowtul ſouls, Blefſed ore they that 
mourn , for they ſhall be eomfurted , Mat.5. 4. It is 
taken generally for a mourning or ſorrowing for 
fin, as it {tands in oppolition with a ſpirit of jolliey 
and voluprucus liviog, Lk x6. 19, 25+ Such ſhall 
be comforted , they (hall never miſs of outward 
and inward comforts. They that ſow in tears, ſboll 
reap in joy, Plal. 126.5. Their (orrow (ball bere- 
compenled with gladneſs For to this end was 
Chriſt anointed to his Ofhice of Mediatorſhip ; 
That be might comfort all that mourn, whether up- 
on the account of lin on the miſeries of Szon, To 
appoint unto them that monrn in Sion, to give wito 
them beauty for aſhes ; beautiful garments, goodly 
apparrel, 
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apparel, inſtead of aſhes, which chey were wont to 
ſtrew upon cheir heads, and fit in them when they 
mourned, as 2 te{tification of cheir exceſſive ſor. 
row and greif, fob B K Fonsh, *D 6. Mat. LF. 21, 
The oyle of j»y for mourning, the garment of 
praiſe far the (piric of heavigels ; by which we 
are £o gaderitand, che beautiful, refplendeat, re- 
freſhing $ifes and graces of the ſpirit of God, 
Heb. 1. 9, That they might be called trees of righteauſe 
neſs, the' p!antiny of the Lird that be might be glorie 
fred, Ia, 61. 2, 3. Oak-trees of righteoulreſs, 
erees of the greateſt ſtrength and duration , by 
which is nicaac, thac chofe that are ingrafted neo 
Chriſt by faith ; ad [ach are all erue mourners 19 
Szon', they thall noe only bring forch fruits of 
rightconfacls, bur they ſhall allo have firine, dura- 
ble, and permanent conſolation , and ſRtreagei in 
Chriſt, Evrrlatins joy ſpall be npon their beads and 
ſorrow, dirAwmurning (ball flee away, Wa.5z-11. 
Secondly: IFelly repentance be fiacere , and 
found, and AW ut will Hand thee in Read in a cala- 
micdus day ; Wlridtrhen work in thee a true hatred, 
and abhorrenty of aJl* Manner of evil. Fob avhor- 
redbimſ&f/and repetted in duit and aſhes, fob 42. 
6+ © in the 40, of Pb an] che ++ verſe. Beo-'dT 
am vile; what fhall / anſwer thee; 1 will lay my 
band wir my month, Wy is me (faith the Prophet 
Ifaiah ) 'for Fam wndine , becauſe I am a man of ut« 
clean lips, and I deell in the midit of 4 people of ute 
etear lips, Ir. 6.5. Bur co come more cloſe, 25 
eo the preſent diſpenſation, and viliratio.: of che 
Lord: 'In the 6th. of Ezricl , The Lorl having 
threatned che Pettilznce an 10g other is love Ge- 
ltroying Judgments, and how the flat ſhould 5all 
n 
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in the midſt of them, He promiſeth nevertheleſs, 
that he will leave a remnant that ſhould eſcape the 
Sword among the Nations. And how mi[t chis 
remnant be qualitied > What thoaghts and appre- 
henſions ſhall chey have of chemſelves, by reafon 
of their abominable fins > See the 9. verſe of that 
Chapter, And they that eſcape of yue ( faith the Lord) 
fball remember me em"r7 the Nations, whither they 
hal! be carried Captivei ; becauſe, I am brobes with 
their whorihh beart,wbich bath departed from me . and 
with thberr eyes, which 89 8 rw, ring after their Idols. 
And what follows? They ſhall loath themſelves for the 
evils which they have c mAmnittcd 1 all their ab "11114. 
tions. Soin the 36. of Ezelje! , ſpeaking of che 
reltatiration of Trae! , how that he will cake them 
from am Mg the Heathen, and gather them out of 
all Conhtries, and bring chem into their own. 
Land, and fave them from a!l their uncleanteſles, 
in the rt." %*rſe, Then ( ith he) ſal: ye remen- 
bet $287 ei! w 13s, and your doinss that were nt 0 wd, 
and halt twith your Glues in your own fiobt, for yIRr 
MMIGUINeS, od for your ahomin ations. This ſhall be 
the remper upd (pirit of the Lords eſcaped remnaat, _ 
they ſhall I-ypath theraſelves in their own hight for.” 
ter inquiities, or for afl the evils that they have , 
commiet*.7, 4< it 1s Exzek. 2 » 43« They {hall even ; 
a*10r ad detelt themſelves for their iniuunies, . 
wich will appear (0 odiou:, filthy, and 4bomina- 
vie in their "tgfle As the 7ſraclites loathed. the 
Manas uwrcontempr,counting it bale or vile,wn Com» 
ration wither meats Nam 25.5 Or a*} 'bloaths 
ea .v$ own life, wen his tou! would chule trangling 
"11 det rather then !ife, Fo! 7.15,16, This indig- 
to" 97 bireer hacredara1 it (ing's made 2 {rut or 
it VI True rePeus Ice,2Co, 7,1, Now 
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Now foul, examine the ſoundnels and Ginceriey 
of thy Repeatance hereby. Did the lighs of chy 
fin, ever work in thee a hatred, and abnorrency in 
thy ſoul agaialt lin 2 Did it ever make thee to ab- 
hor thy (elf in duſt and aſhes? ro lJoata thy (elf 
in thine own light ? An impenitent perfon may re- 
frain from 41m, bur a erue converted, and penitent 
perſon will hate lin, An impenitent perſon, may 
forbare to (wear ; but a true convert , feareth an 
aath, Ecclel.g.2. A wicked perſon, may abſtain 
from (ome grols evils 3 but che godly perton, will 
abſtain from all appearance of evil, 1 Theſl.5.22, A 
wicked perſon, may leave ſome evil ; but che god- 
ly, and ſuch as love the Lird will bate evil, Pl. g7, 
10, A wicked perſon, may abanJon lome evil way; 
bur the cruly repenting perſon, bateth every falſe 
way, Pal. 119. 104. A wicked and ag impenitent 
perſon, may refrain from telling a lye; but the 
godly and ſuch as are truly converted, wil bate and 
#bhor lying, ver(. 163. A wicked man, may per- 
haps check himſelf for his unclean thoughts ; but 
the godly man, bateth vain thoughts, ver. 11;. And 
as David in the caſe of a wicked perſon, fo will the 
godly (ay upon the account of all and every (in. 
Ds not I bate them, O Lord, that bate thee ? I hate 
them with a perfett hatred, Plal. 139.21, 22. Now 
to work this hatred, deteltation, and averliion in 
chy will againſt fin : Take theſe helps. 

Conlider, Firſt, Waat (in is in it (elf, 

Secondly, 'How God is provoked with it, 
Thirdly, How thou art hurt and prejudiced by 
at. 

Firſt, Conſider then, what fin is in its (elf. 

Sia in its (elf is foulec then any Fiend or Dis 
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vel in Hell ; becauſe, it made that ſo, as fireis hot- 
ter then water that 1s heated, 

2]y. It is extreatvly il, nothing comes nearer 
it ; for take lin in the abſtraft , fo its a greater il 
then the damnation of a mans ſoul : For when two 
ils fight cogetber, that which conquers muſt needs 
be the greater .Now when a man hath lain in Heltcen 
chonla! {yeais,ne 15 25 tal from comimg our a5 ever, 
for 6 eternal duration in Hell cannor expiate hn, 

2'y, Its moſt inteftious, and ther efore compa» 
(<4 t0a Leprohe 5 Forthe firſt (:n that peeped into 
the world (tained the beatity of it. Nofooner was fin 
committed by Adam, bat the Stars ſeemed impure 
in Gods light : the creatures were all at variance, 
the earth full of Eriars and Thorns and all things 
ſubjeted unto the Curſe, 

4ly. It is moſt filthy, and therefore compared 
to the moſt vile chings that can be named, Tomen- 
firnous rags , To the womit of Dogs ;, and whereas 
10 dirt or filthy thing, can ſtain a Sun-beam; fin 
ſtains a more glorious creature, which is the ſoul 
ot man, - 

Gly. It is of a helliſh nature, that ic draws ont, 
and takes into it (elf, the wrath of God, being full 
of curſed conſequences. 1. Privative , the loſs 
of Gods farour, the blood of Chriſt, the guard of 
Angels, peace of Conſcience ; then which, what 
can be more obnoxious? 2: Poſitive, It brings 
all milery ſpiritual, hardneſs of heart, blindneſs of 
mind, horrour of conicience, deſpair, &c. with all 
temporal lofles and crofles here, and hereafter eter- 
nal torments both of ſoul and body , in that lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone forever 
more, Rev, 21,.$, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly , Contidec how God 1s provoked 
with it. | 

For 1. Each (in is the only abje& of Gods inft- 
nite hatred ; what inhaite of infinres of hatred haſt 
thou then upon thy ſoul, with all thy (ins, when 
each lin hath the intinice hacred of God upon it. 

2, Exch lin 5 againit the Majelty of chat dread- 
ful God of Heaven and Earch , who can turn all 
things inco Hell ; nay, Heaven and Hell into no- 
thing by his word. Now againit this God thon 
haneit ; and what art thou buce duſt and aſhes, a 
lump of filch , and of uncleanne(s, and all that is 
naught ? And what is thy Life, but a Span, a Bub- 
ble,aDream, a Shadow of a Dream, and ſhall ſuch 
a thing offend (ſuch a dreadful and glorious Maje- 
ity 

3. Every fin ſtrikes at the glory of Godspure 
eye , whica cannvt loox upon imquity , Hab, 
13. 

4. Sin is chat which killed his S2n, the leaſt fin 
could not be pardoned, but by Chrults carrying 
his heart blood to 1s Fathe: , and oftering T- 
for tn. 

5- Fach in isan vftzace to all his mercies. This 
aggravated the linupon Ely, 1 Sam.2.29. and up- 
on David,2 Sam.12 $,9. Mercy isthemoſt eminence 
Attribute of God, and cherefore the tin againſt ic 
15 the greater. With whataggravations then are or 
ins commirced in the time of the Goſpel ? 

Thirdly, Conſider how thou art hurt and preju- 
diced by it. Each fin (I mean unrepented of } kills 
thy (oul , which is better then all the world, Ic 
robs thee of abundance of joy and comfort, and 
will canſe thee to walk heavily in the bitterneſs 

and 
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and anguiſh of thy ſoul perhaps all thy days ; as 
David and Hezehiab did. And how dreadful was 
that example of Francis Spira, who aſter his back- 
ſliding lived a while ia exquitite horror, andaſfter 
died in deſpair > And know, that tinne own con- 
ſcience will one day accuſe theefor every fin thou 
liveſt wiltnlly in , though now 't ſeems hid nnto 
thee, and thy conſcience is more then a thouſand 
witneſſes. And for the {ins which peradventure 
thou now liveſt in , and accounteſt but perty and 
venia), many poor fouls are at this inſtant burning 
in hell fire, By all which thou mayſt clearly ſee 
what miſery and hurt Joes atcend on thee conti- 
nually for the ſame : And tnerefore when any 
bait of Sitan, or ol} companions woud allure thee 
to (in, take this Dilemma ; Either I mu repent, 
and chen it will brin,; more ſorrow, then the plea» 
ſure or profit did good, or, if I repent not, it 
will ve theo the damr:ation of my ſoul. 

Theſe few things , among many others, may, if 
ſeriouſly pondered upon, be an effcttua} means eo 
work thy heait to this hatred and deteltation of 
ſin, and a loathing of thy (elf for the ſame, which 
as it will eviderce the truth of thy repentance, ſ@ 
will it bean excellent preſervative againit the now 
peſtilential deſtroying Sicknels. Now. when the 
light and (ſence of thy lins hath wrought thy ſoul 
to 2 kindly mourning and (orrowing (of the ſame 
before the Lord, and that for all kinds and forts of 
ſins, to wit, LY 

t. The weakneſſes , frailties and pollutions of 
thy nature, even thy proneſy and inclinationto kinzy 
for thqugh theſe being  uncapſented unto are no. 
attual fins, yet are they matter of true ornamy 
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grief and humiliation to a ſincere Chriſtian, that 
he is ſuch a polluted and unclean creature, and fo 
apt tofall into all tin, if he be rot reſtrained and 
prevented by Gods grace. 

2. For the finfal ats and habits of thy unre- 
generate life , with all the aggravations belonging 
co them, 

3. The lips and relapſes of thy moſt rege- 
nerate life, and the infinite trailties and intirmiries 
that ſtill aJhere co it; And thatthy foul is wrought 
alſo to a res! hatred and deitation of all tin, [9 
that now thou begineſt co loath tin, as a thing not 
onely hurtful, bur ugly and abominable; a foul 
and bealtly ching, and that which 1s moſt con- 
trary, not onely co the pure and unſpotred el- 
ſence and being of God, but alſo contrary to, and 
unbetuting the nature and excellency of a reaton- 
able creature, 2s man is. lay when thele gracious dif- 
poticions of foul, of grief and hatred for lin are 
wroughtin chee, then wilt thou not be aſhamed 
from a contiite and worn ded heart, to make an 
humble contellion and acknowledgement thereof 
before the face of A! muynty Gol, our heavenly 
Facher, begoing pai 51 a t torgivene(s far them, 
The wilt thou ow thy lelf a vile hinner,, who 
haſt worctyly delerved his wrath ; then wile thou 
make an ganumeration of the particular forts of 
ehy fans, of which thou knowelt thy (elf guilty : 
Then wilt thou aggravate thoſe fins upon thy 
ſelf, by all che circumitances and heightning acci- 
dents of them ; comprizing all thy unknown and 
nnconfelt fins under fome [uch penitentiary ſpeech 
andexpreſſion as that of Davids, Who can tell bow 
oft he offendith? cleanſe thown me from my ſecret 
| fanlts 
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fanler, Pſal,19.12. And as thou are to confels unto 
God, and give glory unco him, Joh,7.19. whom 
thou halt cheifly and principally offended; fo art 
thou commanded allo to cuntels unto men, fames 
5.16. Confeſs your faxlts one to another, And that 
for thele realons. 

1. That ſo we may be capable of one another 
Prayers. 

2, Becauſe it may be our fins are ſuch as have 
izjured others, and then confelliuvn unto them, is 
the tirſt degree towards reconciliation, Matth.5.24. 
Or if they be onely again!t God, yer the confeſſion 
of them co the Lords faithful Miniſters and Ser- 
vants, will not be improper , but in ſome kind 
neceflary to ſuch as delice the ablolution and for- 
givenels of them, Jam, 5-15» 

3. Becaule in liachere 15 the guilt and-the cor 
ruption, the one £9 be parJoned che other cured, 
The ftirit being confelt ©o God co obtain his par« 
don,ought alſo, if ic have been otfenhive and can» 
dalous co the Congi egatio!1,to beacknowledgedto 
them, that, that expreſli 1 of repentance may make 
fatisfaftion to them for the ill example , andaverc 
and deter from fin, whom it had invited eo it. 
And ſurely, the diſcloliug of che particular ſtate 
of thy linful fick (oul , and advilting with others, 
eſpecially the Phyficians of the (oul, how and by 
what means a cure may be wrought 3 how a ra» 
ging (ig may be ſubdue, the occaltions andtem- 
ptations to it avoided, cannot but be very pro- 
fitable, comfortable and advantageous, as to the 
proſperous conſticution , and health of ch y foul: 
The neceſſity of which confeſſion and acknowledge- 
ment of Gn will further Ppears not onely from 
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the pratiſe of D:viz, Plal.g1. 3,4, Pſal. 32, 5: 
Ezra *Dg). 5. © {rhemiab Chap. g.3z2. Job 40.3- 
Jer. 14. 7. Dani 5. 4,5. and vther noly men 10 
Scripeure * DUE 21 "ms tuch exprets Texts of 
Scripture as thele , If wc icanfejs our (ins , God is 
faithful and qujt to furgeve us onr ſins, and to cleanſe 
us from all our unrighteouſneſs, 1 Fob. 1, 9. I ac- 
knowledged my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity bave 
I not bid : I ſaid, I will confeſs my transgreſſions unto 
tbe Lord , and tho forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſing 
Pſal. 32.5. So Pr0v. 28. 13. He that covereth bis 
Sins ſhall not proſper, but who ſo confeſſeth, and for- 
ſaketh them, ſhall Rove mercy : And this leads me to 
che Third particul:r, as that which will evidence 
the ſoundneſs and iincerity of our Repentance. 


Thirdly: If chy Repentance be ſound, there will 
be a willing fortaking and renunciation of all lin, 
an abjuring of all chy former evil ways , both 
of the Uns themielves, and the occalions 
which were wont tv bring thee co thoſe Uns, 
I Theſſ. 5.22. For, all thy fear and trembling at 
the wrath of God co come for (in, thy ſorrow for 
11n, thy hating and loathing of {t1, will not make 
thy Contrition full and perfect, unleſs thy will alſo 
do his pare,and reſolve to forlake and leave it. For 
true Contrition or dying unto lin, 18 ſuce a coms 
pundtion of the heart for the (ame, as is joyned 
with a purpoſe, will, and reſolution to leave,and 
forlake it. The gratious ſoul will bate every falſe 


, way, Plal. 119. 104. and not tolerate or allow it 


lelf, in any known evil or boſome corruption 
whatſoever, Pſal. 18. 23. It will not Gay, as Lot 
faid of ZZoar, Is it not alittle one? Gen, 19.20, Or 
3 
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25 Noaman the Syrian, The Lord pardon thy Servant 
in tbis thing, when I bow down my ſelf in the Howe 
of Rimmon, 2 King. 5. 1s, It will aoe accounc 
any fin lictle, which will bring upon us the great 
wrath of (ſo infinite a Majelty. Ic knows and be- 
leives, that the weight even of lictle (ing, as it were 
ſmall ſands, will finck the ſhip of our ſouls, as well 
as our greater and grofſer fins. That ginall leaks 
in Ships,and (mall breeches in Walls being neglect- 
ed, will endanger the loſs both of Ships and Ci- 
ties : And that ſuch Tradeſmen, as in their accompes 
regard not (mall ſums , will quickly prove Bank- 
rupts. 

Diſobedience, though i: never ſo ſmall matters, 
as in eating of an Apple, and gathering a few {ticks 
on the Sabbath, looking iato,, and touching of the 
Ark, are yet in Gods account no (mall matters ; For 
how (everly hath he punithed all cheſe, then which 
what can we imagine (li ,hter ? Burt gratious ſouls 
know , that it 1s not the (mallineſs of the thing, 
that leſſens either our obedience or diſobedience, 
bue that it is Gods Commandment , that ties to 
obedience in lefſer things as well as in greater, 
which Command of his 1s deſpiſed, as well in the 
breach of the leſſer, as of the greater. I ſay then, 
the truly repenting foul , will not allow ic ſelf in 
any known lin, though accounted never (o little, 
fince the very leaſt are committed againit ſo great 
a God, and bring upon us ſo great a danger. It 
will not excuſe, extenuate, mince, or hide lin as 
Adam, nor caſt it off himſelf upon others ſhould. 
ers, as Saul, 1 Sam. 15.21. Butit would willing! y 
be divorced and ſeparated both in ſpirit, conve”- 
ſation, and affeftion , from all and every the po!- 
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lJutions, and defilements ot {in ; which if wilfally 
and willingly lived in, he kno4s will expoſe his 


4oul to inevitable cuine and deſtrudtion. 


Conhder then, hath the wrath of God Almigh- 
ty, and the everlaſting wo denounced co all impe- 
nicent {inners made thee fear and tremble ? Have 
thy tremblings been ſeconded with a true and 
hearty forrow for thy lins > Hath thy (orrow been 
ſuch as hath brought forth hate and loathiag of 
fin, {0 that fin hath appeared ugly and abominable 
unto thee > Hath there thenfollowedan h umble 
confeſſion, and layinz open of thy fins before 
God > begging pardon and remiſſion of chem, 
with a delire to ve 11d] of them, and a real purpoſe 
and reſolution, © abandon them and forlake 
them ? This wil! evidence, that thy (ſervice of 111 
hath given up the gho!t, and that cho't haſt a hirme 
reſolution of lead'ng a new life, and returning 
unto the Lord with all thy heare 3 which 1s the 
fourch and laſt particular to be inliſte on, in this 
ſubje& of (ou :d Evangelical repentance. For 
what is Reperrance indeed, in the true definition 
of it, but a change of the mind, or 3 coming to 4 
mans (elf again, to a right und-ritanding after a man 
hath erred; conſilting, in a turning of the whole 
heare from Satan and Sin unto God , that is, to 
ſerve God in newneſs of Life, becauſe he that lives 
1 lin, ſerves the Devil, and beloags to his juril- 
diction. 

This definition you ſhall find full and whole in 
our Saviours words to Saint Paul, when be appear- 
ed to him going to Damaſcus, Att, 26.18. as Pawl 
himſelf reporteth them ; namely , 7hat be would 
ſend him t0 the Gentiles, t2 open their eyes, and toturn 
them 
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them from darkneſs to light, and from the porwer of 
Satan unto God, that they mirht receive forgiveneſs of 
fins, and inheritance among them that are ſandlified ; 
Which voice Pax! therelaith,he was ovedient unto 

and thereupon went and ſhzwed ticſt ro'the Fews, and 
then co the Gentiles, That they ſhanld repent and turn 

to God, and do works meet fir repentance. So, that 

according to the detwicion, Repentance hath £wo 

parts, An Averſion or turninz away from £ 1:7: and 

Sin, that is the firſt; then af onverſon or turning x11to 

God by Newneſs of Life, that is the ſecond part : but 

I proceed. 


Fourthly, The laſt thing that will evidence the 
fincerity of that Repentance , which will be pre- 
valent with the Lord, to avert his wrath , and 
quench the fhre of his indignacion Chat 1s broken 
out among 118, is, 2 returning unto the Lord with 
all che heart, Fer. 3. 12. Return thou back-ſliding 
Iſrael ( faich the Lord) and 7 will nt cauſe mine 
anger to fall upon you, for ] am merciful ( faith the 
Lord ) and ] will not keep anzer for ever Onely ac- 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou baſt tranſgreſſed, 
and repent and nrn your ſelves from all your tranſ= 
greſſions ( (aith the Lord ) ſo iniquity ſhall not be your 
raine, Ezek. 18.30. In the 2. of Joel, che Lord 
threatning the cerriblene(s of his Judgements, in 
referenece eo his great Army, how that the Earth 
{hould quake before chem, and the Heavens ſhould 
tremble, the Sun and Moon ſhould be dark, and 
the Stars ſhould withdraw their ſhining z la, the 
12. verſe, the Lord exthorteth chem to a thorough 
repentance, as the only meang to {top the currant 
of this devouring aud (weeping Judgment : There 

H 3 fore 
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fare alſo now ( faith the Lord) turn ye even tome, 
with all your beart, and with faſting, and with weep. 
ing, and with mourning. And rem your beart, and 
not your garments, and turn wnt1 the Lerd your God; 
for be is gratiows and menciful, ſl1w t2 anger , and of 
great kindneſs, andrepentetb bim of the evil. 


« And this Exhortation 15 urged by divers Argu- 


ments, 

1. By promiſe of temporal blellings, name- 
Iy, plentiful fruits of the earth, even to the repa- 
ration of all their former loſſes, by che Famine, 
and removal of the Northren Army from them, 
verſ.18. to 28) 

2, Of ſpiritual Evangelical priviledges, where- 
of thoſe temporals were but an imperfe& pledge, 
viz. plentiful ponrings out of his (pirit, and his 
gifts apon all fleſh, Gentiles as well as Jews, ver.28, 
29. Salvation and deliverance of an ele&t remnant 
in his Church, after the Lord hath manifeſted, by 
dreadful ſigns, tic cerrour of his coming, verſe. 39, 
31, 32. 

2ly. This Exhortation is urged , by threatning 
of deſtruftion againſt all che oppreſliag enemies of 
the Church. T acſe are the bleſſed fruits ( among 
others) of that repentance, that is, a returning 
unto the Lord with all the heart. Suitable co 
which, 1s that of the Prophet Feremy, If thwe wilt 
return, 0 !ſrael ( faith the Lord) return unto me, 
and if thi wilt put away thine abominations out of 
my fight, then ſbalt thru not remnve, Jer. 4. «. Then 
ſhale ehou not wander, thou (halt not go into 
exile. Which foregoing places doimply, that God 
15 not pleaſed with (hews , or flying thoughts, or 
love purpoſes, or half a heart, but requires an 

npright 
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upright turning away from evil , and a thorough 
converhon to himſelf, and that which is good, and 
not £o idols, or any other vanities whatſoever. 
There is a (pectal place to this purpoſe, in Dext.4, 
29, 30. It ſpeaks of the Lords (cattering of chem 
among the Nations , and how they ſhould be lefe 
few in number among the Heathen , whither the 
Lord ſhould lead them ; Bxt if from thence ( faith 
the Lord, by his ſervant M»ſes ) ths ſalt ſeek the 
Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find bim, if thou ſeek bim 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ful, When thou 
art in tribulation, and all theſe things are come apon 
thee, even in the latter days, if thus qurn unto the 
Lord thy God, and ſhalt be bedient wrt» his voice. 
For the neglect whereof, ſee what a bitter com» 
plaint the Lord took up againit 7ſrzel, Amos 4. 6. 
How be had piven them cleauneſ;; of teeth, and want 
of bread in all places, and had ſeit among them tbe 
Peſtilence after the manner of Egypt, aud bad over= 
thrown ſome of them , as be overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah , and they were as 2 fire-brand placit out 
of the burning, yet d4i4 they not return mnnto the Lord, 
But mark what follows > Therefore, thus will 7 do 
wnto thee O Iſrael , and becanle ] will do this wnto 
thee, prepare to meet thy G1d  O Ifrae!. And what 
did he threaten he would do unto them, for their 
obſtinacy and incorrigableneſs if they repented 
not ? The 2. verſe declares it. The Lord God bath 
ſworn by bis bolineſs, that lo, the days ſhall come upon 
you, that be will take you away with hooks and your 
poſterity with fiſb-books, Whats the meaning of that? 
underttand, that like as great fiſhes are pull'd and 
drawn up out of the Sea with hooks, fo he would 
cauſe chem to be pulled out of their Land by the 
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enemy, how loath and unwilling foever they were 
$0 quitit. T-yprevent which, the Lord exhorts 
themthat they would prepareto meet bim with 
erue converiion, as a ſpecial means to appeaſe his 
wrath, «nd prevent ther” rine, Woen Epbrabim 
was turned, and had repented, how was the heare 
of the Lord taken with it 7 Fer.31 15,49,20. Hof, 
11-8,9, O then what (hall I fay 5 what arguments 
ſhall 1 miake uſe of co excite thee, O England, 
toa ſpeedy return uneo the Lord ? ſurely , thou 
haſt had many gracious invitations 11 the day of 
thy proſperity and peace ; but chou wouldit not 
hearken thereunto: Many prenomaons and fore- 
warnings of this day thr is now come upon thee 
by the mouthes of the Lords fairhful Meſſengers 
and Servants. 

And ypun this account way it not be faid of 
thee as js recorded and declared conrerning the 
Lords merciful dealings with his own people, and 
City of Jeruſalem, where he had placed his name 
21d worſhip, notwithitanding their great an ma» 
nifold provucations z [et the Lord Gad of their Fa+ 
hers ſent to them by bis Meſſengers, riſing up betimes 
end ſending, becauſe be had compaſſion on his peo= 
ple, and on bis dwelling place. But Cnow how did 
they require the Lordfor al! his kindneſs and long 

ufferance towards them ? ) they mocked the Meſſen+ 

gers of God, and deſpiſed big words, and miſuſed bis 
Propbets, wntil the wrath of the Lord aroſe againit bis 
people, till there was no remedy, 2 Chron 36.1516, 
no healing, no help, their ſores were (o putrified 
and feltred, that they grew incurable, As che 
Lord by his Prophet Iſai-b complained, chap. 1. 
verle 4,6, The whole bead became ſick, and the whale 
brart 
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heart faint: From the ſole of the foot even wnto the 
bead ( from the loweſt to the higheſt, from the 
Beggar upon the dunghil , ro the King upon the 
throne ) there was mo ſoundneſs in it, but wounds, 
and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores , which could not 
be bound wp, nor mollified with ointment, The 
whole body of the State and Nation was ſo uni- 
verſally corrupted and depraved, that the Lord 
calls them , A finful Nation , a people laden with 
iniquity, @ ſeed of evil drers, children that were cor= 
rupters, and ſuch # bad forſaken the Lyrd, and pro- 
voked the bly one of Iſrael unto anger, and bad gone 
backward. And tells chem further , chat *he was 
even weary with (miting and puniſhing of them 3 
Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye will revolt 
more and mire * Yet fee for. all their great and 
greivous provoking fins, and that general depra- 
vation and corruption that was among all forts, 
from the highelt co the loweſt of them , as the 
21,22,and 23 verſes of that Chapter d»> clearly de- 
monitrate the truth of itz How does the Lord 
notwithitanding invice them again to repen- 
tance, by gracious promiſes of pardon, ai d the 
beltowiag of all goodthings upon them ? Waſp ye, 
make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 
ſetk judgement, releivetbe oppreſſed, judge the fathers 
leſt, plead for the widow ; 1ntimating wherein they 
ſhould manifeſt che fttaceriry of their repentance, 
and returning unto the Lord: And then mark what 
follows ; Come now let us reaſon togetber ( ſaith the 
Lord) though your fins be 4s ſcarlet, they ſhall be a 
white 4 ſnow 5, 1bough they be like crimſon, they ſhall 
be s wool, If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſholl 

eas 
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eat the good of the land: But if ye refuſe, andre. 
bel , ye forall be devoured with the ſword. O the 
great indulgence and forbearance of the Lord 
towards this {o generally depraved , corruptedand 
unreformed 2 people ! Which is further notably 
ſer forch in that of the third of Zepbany ; Woto 
ber that is filthy and polluted, totbe oppreſſing City, 
ſhe obeyed not the viyce : ſhe received nt corredion, ſhe 
truſted oy in the Lord: She drew nvt near to ber 
God, Her Princes within are roaring lions , ber 
| Fmdges are evening wolves, they gnaw not the bmes 
k till the marrow. Her Propbets are light and treache- 
' rous perſons: Her Prieſts bave pollutedthe ſanfiuary, 
& 


they bave dane vinlence t1 the law, AnJ what fol- 
lows? [ bave eut off the Nations, their towers are de« 
ſolate, [ made their ſtreets waſte that none paſſetb by, 
their Cities are deſtroyed, ſo that there is no man, that 
theres noinbabitant, I ſaid, Surely thou wilt fear 
me, thou wilt receive in/trafdion ; (thou wile now 
be warned by my judgements upon the Nations 
round about thee ) ſo their dwelling ſhould not be 
cut off , bewſvever I puniſhed them, but they roſe early, 
andcorreptcd all their doings. 

The filthy leprofie and contagion of fin had ſo 
overſpread and infeſted the whole Nation, where- 
by ſhe became now ripe for deſtruftion. And 
therefore did the Lord wound her with the wound ' 
ofanenemy, & with the chaftiſement of a cruel one, 
for the mulcitude of her iniquity, becaiſe her lins | 
were increaſed, Fer.30.14. Andnow the wrath of 
the Lord breaks out, and it could not be appeaſed ; 
For be brought upon themsThe King of the Chaldees, 
who = their youngenen with the ſword in the houſe 
of their ſantinary, and bad no compaſſion npon young 
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mm or maiden,.o1d man or bim that ſtnoped for age 
be gave them all into bis band, 2 Chron.36,16,17- 
They would not take example by the judgements of 
God which he executed upon the heathen round 
about them, and now God will make them che ex- 
amples of his fierce indignation and wrath : P4- 
tientis laſs fit furm. His abuſed and worn out 


patienceis now turned into implacable anger ; His 


Spirit will not always ſtrive, Gen,6.3, Feruſalem 
had her day, Lak.19.42. God would have gather- 
ed her, but ſhe would not, and now her houſe is left 
unto her deſolate, Matth.23-37,38. 

Wile thon then, [O Englazd, takea view of thy 
lins: and ſee whether they do not equa], if not 0+ 
verpaſs the fins of that Nation? Are not thy tins 
grown epidemical, and ſpregd through the whole 
body ? may it not be ſaid of thee as of that Nation, 
that the whole Head is fick, and the whole Heart 
faint?Can the Throne plead an exemprion from this 
univerſal contagion ?Can the Prince or Peaſant,rhe 
Nobility or Gentry, the Laick or Ecclefiaſtick ? 
Have not all ſorts and degrees of men and women 
deeply corrupted themſelves, and turned afide 
from following the Lord > When did fin and 
tranſgreſſion more abound then in this our age 
and generation ? when didit walk up and down 
with a more impudent and braſen face ? when 
did you ever fee Pride to be prouder ? Oppreſ- 
hon more oppreflive ? Adultery more adulterous? 
Luxury more luxurious? Cruelty more cruel ? 
Unrighteouſneſs more unrighteous, and all man« 
ner of difobedience to God and his commands, 
more diſobedient > -When was Drunkene(s/aqd 


ne- 


Prodigality, Swearing, Curling and Blaſphemiing, 
Ra 
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Ranting and Roaring, Atheiſm and Epicuriſm, 
more abounding ? When was there a more pro- 
phanation of Gods holy things ? a greater pollu- 
tion of his Sanftuary ? more violence done to his 
law ? a greater contempe of Godlineſs, under the 
form and outward appearance of it ? when was 
their more ſcoffing at Holineſs, and deriding the 
Spirit of God , and a more open oppolition of 
the pure way and Worſhip of God, then now in 
our days ? And wasthere ever a greater Apoſtacy 
and falling away from the Faith , even by ſuch, 
who once did ſhine as ſtars in the firmament of 
the Churches Heaven , making ſhipwrack of faith 
and a good conſcience, to preſerve a lictle airy 
honour, and a temporary perifhing eftate ? And 
bow hath the ereacherous dealers dealt treache- 
roully ? and che Brother betrayed and delivered up 
the brother £2 death,the Fathers the Chilyren, and 
the children riſen up againlt cheir Parents, and cau- 
fing chem eo be pur to deathh?according as was fore- 
told by our dear Lord, cMatth.10.21. Andiure- 
ly, we may take up the fame douleful lameacation 
and complaint. with the Prophet Iſaiah, namely , 
That truth is fallen in our ſtreets, and equity cannot 
enter, yea truth faileth, and he that departeth from 
evil maketh himſelf a prey , Ila. 59. 14,15, Yea, 
hath not wickednels been eſtabliſhed by a law ? 
and will not that woe be the portion of ſome who 
have decreed unrighteous decrees, and write grie- 
vouſneſs which they have preſcribed ; To turn a- 
fide the needy from judgement, and to taky away the 
right from the poor of Gods people, that widows may 
be their prey , and that they may rob the fatherleſs ? 
Iſa. 10. 1,2. 
And 
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And what ſhall 1 fay to the generality of the 
late profeiling people of this generation, when 
Religion was in falhion, and the ready way and 
ſtep to preferment ? was it not made even a ſtalking 
Horſe, by many to obtain their baſe finifter , mot 
vileand unworthy ends > How furiouſly did many 
drive on Febw-like , under the molt ſpecious and 
plauſible prerences of piety, and doing great-ex- 
ploits for God ; Come ſee my zeal for the Lord, 
breaking down the lmages , and deſtroying the 
Worihippers of Baal, 2 King. 9. :0, and 10. 16, 
19, 26. And-all this, but co accompliſh and 
bring about their own ambitious and vaingiort- 
ous delignes, the better to get up into the laddle, 
and that the Crown of all earthly glory mighe 
be fer the faſter and firmer upon their own 
heads ? And when they had obtained that whigh 
their covertous and ambitious hearts, ſo eagerly 
hunted after , inriching themſelves by the (poil- 
ing-and impoveriſhing of others, what a re- 
quiem did they then ſing unto their ſouls ? what 
a lullaby to their earthly (atisfations and content- 
ments ? 

How didthey hug themſelves in their great and 
large territories, and new obtained poſſeſſions? And 
now farewel Profeſſion , Religion , and Conſci- 
ence, but as it may be made ſerviceable ro promote 
and maintain a carnal felfiſh intereſt and end. And 
tis lamentable to conlider what a vain, ſecure, 
proud , formal, faſhionable , temporizing , ſelf 
lecking, ſelf.admiring , ſeWf-exalting ſpirit , did 
moſt Profeſſors then grow into, O , the ha. 
tred , variance, emulations , ſeditions , © the 
debates, envyings, wraths, >tifes , —_ 
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whiſperiggs, (wellings, tumules, grudgings, evil 
{peakings, raſh and uncharitable cenfurings, and 
moſt uachriſtian condemnings of one another, that 
was then found among them. 

O the breakings and rendings, the (eparatings 


and dividings that ſprang up from thele roots of | 


bicterneſls, whereby many liacere (ouls were trou- 
bled, and others thereby became greatly dehiled. 
Surely, upon a «(erious and (ad refleftion hereon, 
it may be ſaid as concerning the Divilions of Rex-« 
ben, Fug. 5.15. that for theſe things there were 
great thowghts of beart, great impreſſions upon the 
(picics of many that did truly and fincerely fear the 
Lord, Nay, what ſhall we fay to thole furious, 
blind, zealons, phariſaical ſpirits of thoſe times, 
who did breath out chreatnings , perſecutions 
and Nlaughters even againſt che Diſciples and fer- 
vahts of che Lord, becauſe they could not con- 
ſciencioully ( and nor faftioully , as they termed 
ic ) conform to a publick Diretory for worſhip, 
or (abmic co {ome unwarrantable and unſcriptu . 
ral impoſicions and injuntions, whereby many 
were caſt into Priſons , their goods violently 
taken away, and themſelves and families expoſed 
to great miſery , necellity and want ? 50 little 
did appear , and ( much to be lamented it 15 ) (© 
liecle does itill appear of that wiſdom that is from 
above , that is pure and praceable , and gentle and 
eafie to be entreated, Jam. 3. 17, $0 little of that 
ſpicit, whoſe fruit is demonſtrable by its meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs and goodnels, Gal. 5.22. So lictle 
of that cbarity that ſouffereth long, andis kind, that 
envieth not that vauntetb nat it ſe/f(or isnot ralh)end 
Puffed wp, 1 Cor.13,4, By 
n 
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And, O that I could ſay, there was not theſame 
ſpicic ſtill, under ſeveral forms of profeſſion, that 
is, tuſting co pride,cnvy cenſoriouſneſs, ſeparation, 
domination, and perſecution. How violently do 
moſt men ſeek to advance, and (et up their own 
opinion ſtill ? What a Babel, and confulion of lan» 
guages are there ſtill among us 2 Some crying, Lo 
bere, others, Lo there. What force and compultion 
is there ſtil] exerciſed upon Conſcience, to bear 
men as it were into Religion, the certain Mark and 
Charatter of Antichriſt, that Man of fin, who Sa- 
tan-like, works with al! powers , ſigns, and lying 
wonders, 2 Theſſ. +. 9. Whereas Religio docenda, non: 
coercends, Religion is to be taught, and not to be 
forcedly thruſt and impoſed upon the Conſcience, 
When the Scripeure tells us, that fervent Charity 
ſhould cover a multitude of fins, 1 Pet. 4.3. But a» 
laſs, it is notharge and long enough, to cover one 
fin oc {.p, or perhaps bur an infirmity, or weak- 
neſs in a Brocicr, When the Scripture tells us, 
IWe ought to bear one anothers burtbens , and ſo fulfil 
the law of Chriſt, Gal. 6.2. And that nothing ſhould 
be done through ſtrife, or vain- glory, but that in low. 
lineſs of mind, each ſhoul d/ efteem others, better then 
themſelves, Philip, 2. 3. When the Scripture tells 


us, That ( as the Elett of God, &c._) we ſhould put 


on bowels of mercies, kindnefi, bumbleneſi of -mind, 
meekneſs,long-ſuffering,forbearing one anotber,and for» 
giving one another, Col. 3.12, 13. And that with all 
lowlineſs, and mee;neſr, 8c, we ſhould endeavour to 


keep the wnity of the ſpirit, in tbe bond of peace, Eph, 
2 


4+ 2,3» 
When the Scripture tells us, That it is a Diotre- 
phes ſpirit, co love to haye che prebeminence = 
;the 
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the Church, 3 Epiſt. Fob..of 9. verſ.chat is, who out 
of ambition ſhall exale himſelf above his fellow 
brethren, ſeeking to Lord it over them, and to 
draw all the reſpe&t to himſelf alone, —_ 
to that of Peter,who forbids the Elders, to be Lord; 
over Gods beritage, bat to be Example to the flock, 
2 Pet.5.3. And moſt difagreeable to the pattern 
and example of that bleſſed Apoſtle Paxt himſelf, 
and other the faichful Miniſters of Chriſt, who 1n 
his Epittle co che Church of Corintbs, declareth, 
That [bee ba nit a domingon over their faith , but 
were belpers of their joy, 2 Cor-1.24, And that the 
weapons of their warfare were not carnal, but mighty 
through God, 2 Cor. 10.4, The weapons which they 
uſed, by the Goſpel of Chriſt co convert men, and 
to bring them under the Kingdome and obedience 


of Chrilt, were not carnal, that is, fuch as natural, 


and worldly men are wont co make uſe of; either 
by eloquence or deceit, or by force to bring others 
In ſubje&tion under them ; but mighty or powerful 
through God, in moving and convincing of the 
hearts of men by his Spicit, AQ.16. 14, Surely, 
if theſe things were ſeriouſly laid £o heare, we mult 
needs acknowledge that the fins of profeſliag peo- 


ple, as well as others, have been highly provok- ' 


ing unto the Lord, as to the drawing down of chis 
fore viſitation of the Plague among ns, 

And this may put ug to lilence, tnat we murmur 
not, and will juſtifie che righteouſneſs of God in 
the way of his (everity, as he now comes forth 
againſt many of his own people. For we bave all 
funed, and come (hort of the glory of God, Rom. 3+ 
23, And what ſays the Lord by the Prophet, Amos. 
All the ſinners of my people ſhall dye by the oy 

w 


the PESTILENCE. 13 


which ſay, The evil ſhall nit overtake nor prevent us? 
«Amos 9.10. So the Lord by the Propher Feremy 
complains : For among my people are found wicked 
men : they lay waite, as be that ſctteth ſnares, they 
ſet a trap, they catch men. As a Cage is full of birds, 
ſo are their bouſes full of deceit : therefore they are 
become great, and maxen rich, They are waxen fat, 
they ſhine, they overpaſs the deeds of the wicked, they 
judge not the cauſe , the cawſe of the fatherleſs : yet 
tbey proſper : and the right of the needy do they not 
judge. And mark what follows ? Sball I not viſit 
for theſe things, ſaith the Lord ? ſhallnet my ſoul be 
avenged 0% ſacb s Nation as this, Jer. 25. 26,27,28, 
29, And who gave Jacob for a ſpoil , and \rael to 
the robbers ? Did not the Lord, be againſt whom 
we bave ſinned ? for they would not walk in bis ways, 
neither were they obedient unto bis law. And confte 
der well what follows. Therefore be bath poxred 
upon bim the fury of bis anger, and the ſtrength of 
battle, and it bath ſet him on fire round about, yet 
be knew not, and it burned him, yet be laid it wot to 
beart, J(a. 42.24,25. So Jeremy the 12.7. I bave 
forſaken mine bouſe, [ have left mine beritage, I have 
given the dearly beloved of my ſon! into the bands of 
ber enemies. 

And what may we gather f:om all this ? Surely 
thus much, That no near relations as to God, or 
any excernal priviledges, can yeild a protettion, 
from a lin-deferved corretion. Remember Lots 
wife, Lak.17.32, Vengeance cloſely waits on diſ- 
obedience : Punilkment doth dog impiety. For 
this cauſe many are weak, and ſickly among you, and 
many ſleep, faith Paul to the Church uf Corinths, 
ſpeakia, of eating and drinking unworthily at che 
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Lords Table, x Cor. 11. 29, 309. Grd is of purer 
eyes then to behold iniquicy, with any approba- 
tion or tolleration 25 to his own peculiar people. 
If bis children farſaks my law ([rea'.i;g of D avid 
and his ſeed, as a Type of Chrilt and tae rue (pl- 
ritual ſeed) and walk, nt in my qredgments © If they 
break my Statutes, and ;ep nat my Commandments ; 
What then ſays the Lord ? Then wit I viſit ther 
tranſpreſiion with a rod, and their iniquity with 
ſtripes, Plal, 85.30. The Lord hah laid righteous 
nels to the rule, and waighed his juſtice in a bal 
lance; and his judgments acerig\it, and in faithful. 
nefs he doth aftlit, Pial. 119.75. His ſentence 1s 
palt forth, and. ttads irrevocaole : Tribulation and 
anguiſh pon every ſou! that doth evil, Rom, 2. 9+ if 
we lin we ſhall ſutfer. Hos ? Aut a Deo vindicante, 
aut ab ipſo bomie penitente, 35 one lays excellent 
well ; Either from God revengiag, or them(cl ves 
repenting. For he that repenreth {nmſelf of his 
ins, doth puniſh himielt tor his tins, 

And now, () Enoland , if thou repent not X l-t 
me lay uno thee, 25 the Prophet I! 11tb Chap, 10. 
2, to the men ot chat peneratitin \y hat wile chou 
do now in the day of thy vilitation, and 1n the de- 
folation that ſhall come from far. To whom wilt 
thou Hee for help ? and where wiil ye leave your 
glory? O then bethink thy ſelf yet, before ic be 
£90 late, before the wrath of the Lord break out, 
ſo chat their will be no remedy, O gather ehy 
ſelf cogether, O Nation not deſirous, before the 
Decree bring forth, before the fierce aager of the 
Lord come upon thee, before the whole Land be 
devoured by the fire of his jealouſie, before he 
make a ſpeedy riddance of all chat dwell in theland 
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As the Lord by the Prophet Zephaniah exhorts, 
Cbap.1.18. Chap; 2.1,2. © then return unto the Lor4 
4by God, for hos baſt fallen by thine miguity. Take 
unts you words , and turn unto the Lord, ſay unto 
bim, take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, 
Hoſea 14, 1. Suitable to which is the Churches 
exhortation, Come, and let us return unts the Lord, 
for be bath torn, and be witl beal us ; be bath ſmit = 
ten, and be will bind #s «p, Hoſea 6, 1. 

This is the way tne Lord himſelf proponnds for 
the removal of his {weeping devouring Judgments, 
Turn ye, even to» me with all your Geart , and with 
faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning, and 
rent your heart, aud not your garments, and turn unt9 
the Lord your God, who knoweth if be will retwrn, and 
repent, and leave 6 bleſſing bebind bim, Joel 2.12,13. 
Lec the King lay his rove from him, and cover him 
with ſackcloth, and lic in alhes ; let man and beaſt 
be covered with fackcloath, let there be ſome de- 
monlſtrative tokens of a more then ordinary for- 
row and humiliation, for each and every ones fo 
highly provoking livs. Let all ery mightily ts God, 
yea, let them turn every one from bis evil way, and 
from the violence tbat is in their bands, IWhocan tel! 
if God will turn, and repent, and tern away from his 
fierce anger , that we periſh not ? This will move 
Gods repeatings towards us, this will divert his 
wrath, Jonah 3. and the latter end, Fer. 31. 20. 
And thac you may not queſtion the eruth and cer- 
tainty of it in the !ealt, will you conſider, that the 
Lord ſtands engaged by his unalterable word and 
promile to make it good. If 7 fruit up beaven 
{ faith he?) that there be no rain, &c. Or if I ſend 
Peltilence among my people : if my people, which are 
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called by my name , ſhall bamble themſelves and pray, 
and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways: 
What then will he do? Ther will [ bear from bea- 
ven, and will forgive their fin , and will beal #beir 
land, 2 Chron, 7.13, 14. Whezeloce let chat coun- 
ſel be acceptable co all, whicli Daniel gave co King 
Nobuchadnezzar. O King break off thy fin by righte. 
ouſneſs, and thine iniquities by ſhewing mercy t» the 
poor , if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility, 
Dan. 4. 27. As if he had faid, If thou wile totlow 
the countel that | give chee, then there 1s hopegthat 
God will have mercy upon thee, and lengthen chy 
peace, relt, and protpei ny. And it chou wilt 
break off thy (ins by righteouſnets, chen cou mult 
uot onely looſe the bands of wickganeſs, but thca muſt 
wide the beavy burdens alſ», and let the oppreſſed ps 
free, and break, every yoke. Thou muſt deal thy bread 
to the bungry, and vrinz the poor that are call 1x t1 thy 
houſe ; when thau [et the naked, thou muſt cover 
bim, and not hide thy ſelf from thyorwn fleſb, Ia. 58. 
6.7. 

And (ſurely, it his counſel be rimonlly accepted, 
() people of Enyland! © City of London ! though 
thou halt creſpatled greivoully againit the Lord, 
and broken the Covenant of thy God, and the 
hand of che Lord is gone our againſt thee , and 
death is come up into thy Windows , yea, even entred 
ints tby Palaces X Jer. 9. 21, Yet know, that if 
thou humblelt thy telf and repenteſt, there is bopein 
Iſrael, concerning this thing, Ezra 10, 2. AndO, 
that thou maylit know, even in this thy day, the 
thiags which belong unto thy peace, before they 
are hid from thine eyes. y/ 
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And think not that your flying away can ſecur®© 
you, his hand knows how to find you out. IFhe” 
ther can't thow go from by ſpirit, vr whether can't thou 
flee from bis preſence, Plai. 139. 7, And know afl- 
ſuredly, that if ehou arc (till an enemy, and a hater 
of God and goodneſs, his hand will ftnd chee our, 
Pſal. 21.5. Thine hind ſhall find ont all thine ene 
mies, thy right hand ſhall find out th-ſe that hate thee, 
Thou ſhalt maks them as 2 fiery Oven in the time of 
thine anger , the Lord ſhall ſreallow them up in bis 
wrath, and the fire ſhall devoner them. And as fob 
faith, His eyes are wp the ways of man, and be ſerth 
all bis goings. There is no darkneſs , nor ſhadow of 
death, where the workgrs of iniquity may hide them 
ſelves, Job 34.21, 23. And thouth thou exalt thy 
ſelf as the Eagle, and thmegb thu ſet thy neſt among 
the ſtars, thence will 7 bring tbee 41wo,, ſaith the 
Lord, Obad. verſ. 4. And know whoſoever thou 
art, though thou ruffieit ir in thy gallantry and 
pride, if yet thou puts far away from thee the evil 
day, and caulelt the feat of violence eo come near, 
that lielt upon thy bed of Ivory, and itretches thy 
ſeſf upon thy Couch, and chaunts to the found of 


the viol, and drinks wine in bowls , and anoint 


thy (elf with the cheif oyntmenes, but greivelt not 
for the afftictions of Foſeph, that the judgment of 
God will purſue thee at thy very heels. And if 
thou repentelt nor,but (halt (till bleſs chy felt inthy 
heart, ſaying , Tho ſhalt have peace, though thou 
walkeſt in the imaginations of thy own beart, to add 
drunkenneſs to thirſt : The Lord will nit ſpare thee, 
but then the anger of the Lord, and bis jealoufie ſhall 
ſmokg againſt thee, and all the curſes that are written 
in the Book of God, ſhall lye upon thee, and the Lord 
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all blet out thy name from ander beeven, Dent.29, 


19, 25. 
The Third ſpiritual Receit, 


\Wacn in the conſcionable uſe of the former 
means, thou findelt chat tht; bitter pill or potion of 
\epentance,hath begun © operate upon thy hearr, 
{o as'to cauſe it eo melt and mourn'kindly before the 
Lord ; then in che nexe place, take a good draught 
of Faith in the blood of Chrilt, and put therein 
alſo a good quantity of Beleit, in the power, faich- 
fulnels, and promiſes of God in Chriſt. This 
through tae blethng of God, will make this bit- 
tec pill eo work itrongly and efteftually, to rhe 
expelling of a!l thole viruleit , obnoxious, and 
malignant humours chat are fuch great enemies 
£o a healthlu) and found conltitution of ſoul and 
body,which it unexpellec, that chey grow co ſome 
head and ſtrength, they will have a very ſtrong in- 
fluence upon thy {pirits, to contratt this fore Pe- 
ſtilential diſtemper, ro the endangering ofrentimes 
of thelofs, and ruine of che whole man, ſoul, and 
body to all eternity. 

Firſt, Then chis Faith tn the blood of Chriſt, 
rightly applyed unto thy ſoul, is and hath been 
always a very loveraign Receit , and a precious 
Antidote to expell, 

1. All the fiery aſſaults of Satan. 

2, The venome and malignity of ſin. 

And therefore, among all the ſeveral choiſe 
peices of our fpirienal Armory, laid down in the 
6th. of the Epheſians: This is recommended, as 
tae moiſt choie and principal peice among them 
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all ; Above all, takin? the (heild of faith, wherewith 
ye ſhall be able 1 quench 2ll the ftery darts f the 
wiched. Some trailate it (in all) as if he had Gaid, 
in all things whatſoever you do, fee that you uſe 
the ſheild of faith; ( to all) as if he had Gaid, to all 
other Graces add chis ; ( above all which is more 
emphatical , for hereby all che imperfeRtions of 
the reſt of the Armes are covered, and we are beſt 
defended againlt all the fiery darts, and affaules of 
Satan, that 1s, his poyſonovs darts : which by their 
venome inflame the foul, The Apoſtle alludes to 
the cultome of old, in times of war, who by their 
darts ſhot hre ; or elle , when they dipped the 
heads of their arrows in poiſon, and [hot them at 
their enemies , they even fired their fleſh : To 
prevent which, it is ſaid, that the Souldiers made 
them large ſheilds of raw Neati-leather , which 
might cover the whole body, fo that when the 
hery venemous darts lighted upon them, they 
were preſently quenched. All which agrees well 
with the nature of Satans temptations , which as 
poiſon and fire, do wound and pierce the ſoul, 
if chey be nor ſtopped and quenched by the ſheild 
of faith, when they hit upon it. 

So in the 1 Pet. 5.8. The Apoſtle diretts cothe 
making uſe of this moſt exce}lenc peice of a Chri. 
ſtians armour of proof, ſpeaking ot our adverſa 
the Devil, who as a roaring Lion walketh about, 
ſeeking whom he may devour ; This counſel he 
gives, That we reſiſt bim ſtedfaſtly in the faith. Ree 
fiſt the Devil (faith Fame; ) and be will flee from you, 
Jam. 4. 7. Reliſt him, when he cempeggh and 
enticeth thee to fullf] thy fleſhly luſts, gnd ©o feck 
after the freind{hip of the world. And he will 
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flee from thee, he will run away ; it thou wich- 
ſtand him, oppoſe him, and ſet thy (e'f, as it were, 
in battle array againſt him ; thou wilt nd him as 
very a coward , as ever any that handled a wea- 
pon ;z thou wilt make him run away preſently, 

But that you may reliit him and foil him, you 
mult be Cure to reſt hin, and that ſtedfaltly in 
the faith ; if you make uſe of this weapon, he 
will never be able to encounter with you : Faith 
will foil him, By chis weapon, the Saints always 
overcame him, Rev. 12.11. And they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb. And how by the blood 
of the Lamb > Satan will tell chee, thou art a vile, 
flehy, polluted, and abominable wretch ; a great 
and hainous inner : but faith in the blood of 
Chriſt will tell him , that Chriſt J:(us came into 
the world to fave (inners ; yea , the greatelt and 
cheifeſt of ſinners, 1 Tim. 1.15. And that God 
bath ſet bim forth to be a Propitiation through faith 
in bis blood for the remiſſion of ſins,Rom.3-25. And 
though thou art naturally unclean, and halt con» 
trated much defilement by reaſon of lin ; yet that 
Chriſt bath Ioved thee, and waſhed thee from thy ſms 
in bis own blood, Rev. 1.5, That in bim thou baſt 
redemption through bis blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
fins, Col. 1. 14. 

Satan will cell thee, thou haſt broken the Law, 
and incurred Gods anger, wrath, hell, and eternal 
damnation : Faith will cell him, that Chriſt hath 
perfettly fulfilled che Law , ſatisfied divine juſtice; 
taken away the curſe, and freed thee from con- 
demnation, Rom. $. 1, and that Jeſus Chriſt by 
his bldd hath pacified Gods anger towards thee, 
Rom.3.25. Faith will tell him, thou art not uns 
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der the Law now, and fo not under the Curſe ; 
and that thongh the Law does pronounce thee ac+ 
curſed for the breach of ir, yet Chriſt hath re- 
deemed thee from the curſe of the Law , bein 
made 2 curſe for us, Gal.3.10,13. Satan will tell 
tell thee ſtill thou art unrighteous, and the unrigh» 
teous ſhall not inherit che Kingdom of God ; bur 
faithwill cell him, that thou art waſhed, chat thou 
art ſanQified, that rhou art juſtified , in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of God, 
i Cor. 6.11. And that Chriit was made fin for 
us, who knew n® fin , that we mighe be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor.5, 21. 
And as he was made fin, (o of God alſo is he made 
unto ns Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanfi- 
fication , and Redemption. Does Satan tempe 
thee eo evil ? Faith will cel} him , that he fo 
tempted Chriſt, but Chrift vanquiſhed him in all 
his tempttaions , Mat.4. And we are more then 
Commerors through Chriſt that hath loved w, Rom. 
$. 37. Does he yet tempt thee to be proud ? tell 
him, that God refiſfteth the proud , but giveth grace 
to the bumble, 1 Pet.5 5- Does he tempt theeto 
paſſion > tell him, that the wrath of man worketh 
ot the righteouſneſs of God, Jam. 1.20, Does he 
tempt thee to uncleaneſs ? tell him, thy body isthe 
temple of the Holy Gholt, and thou art not thine 
one, but art boiſfht with a price, and therefore 
thou mult glorifie Godin thy body, and in thy (pi- 
rit which is Gods, 1 Cor.6.19,20 + 
Does he tempt thee to bea ſervant of men ? tell 
him thou are bought with a price, and o freed 
from that ſervitude, 1 Cor.7.23, would he have 
thee co pleaſemen ? tell bim, it yer chou ſhouldit 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe men, thou ſhould not be the ſervant of 
Chriſt, Gsl.1.10, Does he temper thee to the love 
of che world? tell him, that if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is n4t in bim, 1 Fob.2, 
15, Does he tempt chee to an inditterent, luke- 
warm fpirttin the things of God ? tell him, chat 
the Lord teltifies againſt (uch a ſpirit, chat is 
neither hot nor cold, that he will (pue it out of 
his mouth, Rev 3.16. Does he tempt thee co fall 
away, draw back and renounce thy profeſſion ; tell 
him , that fuch as (o fall; away , ſhall not be re- 
newed again unto repentance , Seeing they crncifie 
#1themſelves the Son of Goa afreſh , and put bim ts 
an open ſhame, Rev.6,6, Andthatif any man draws 
back, the Lord will have no pleaſure in him, Heb. 
10.38, You (ee what a, moit excelient weapon this 
ſheild of Faith is to repel the temptations and af- 
faules of Satan upon all accounts, 

Secondly, Arditis of like force and efficacy to 
expel the venome and malignity of fin. Art thou 
lang with it at any time 3 look up by faith unto 
the brazen Serpent,there's healing, Namb,21.9.Are 
thy ſins of a (carlet dye? Faith in his blood can 
make them as wi1ite as {now ; arethey red like crim- 
ſon? i: will make them as wool, Iſa. 1. 18. Are 
they many and multiplied tranſgrellions ? Faith will 
cel! cthee,that where lin heth abounded,there grace 
hath much more abounded ; that as lin hath reig- 
ned unto death, even {0 might grace reign through 
righteouſneſ> unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Rom.s 20,21. Haſt thou abundantly fin- 
ned ?"this faith will tell chee, that God will a- 
bundantly pardon (he will multiply pardons, 1/s- 
55-7.) Doſt chou fear the reigning, domineering 
power 
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power of fin? This faith will aTure thee, Thathn 
ſhall not have dominion over thee, for that thou art 
not under the law,but under grace, Rom. 6.14, Dolt 
thou yet fear that thy fins ſhall ſtand on the fle , 
and that God will remember thine iniquity ? this 
faith in Chriſts blood will afluce hee, chat he will 
blot our thy tranſgreſſions for his own nameſake, 
and will not remember thy lins, 1J/4.43.25. 

Bue perhaps thou art afraid of Death, and of 
the power of the Grave ; Chis Faith will affure 
thee, that death is ſwallowed up in vittory, his ſting 
taken our, that Chriſt hath ranſomed thee from 
the power of the grave, and hath redeemed thee 
from death, that he is deaths plague, andthe graves 
deſtrution, Iſa. 25.8. Hoſ. 13.14, 1 Cor. 15.54- 
52 that we may triuumphanely ſay , 1ho ſball lay 
any thing to the charge of Gods ele ? it is God that 
jtifteth. IV hois be that condemneth ? it is Chriſt 
that died, yea rather that is riſen agein , who is 
even at the right hand of God, who alſs maketh in- 
terceſſton for us, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ? ſh:{l tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecuti- 
on , or famine, or nakganeſs , or peril, or ſword ? 
Nay the gracious belciving ſouls may be perſwa- 
ded, that »either death, nor life, nor Angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nw beight, nordepth, nor any other creature 
ſhall be able to ſeparate them from the love of God 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus their Lord , Rom-8, and 
lome of the laſt verſesthereof. Wilt chou not then 
ſearthis ſevere ſtroke of Gods viiitation. O get 
more of the blood of ſprinkling on thy ſoul , this 
ſpeaketh better things then the blood of Abet. 
The blood of the Paſchal Lamb was to be ftrook 
Ot 
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on the two ide poſts, and on the napper doorpoſt 
of the houſes of the children of I/rae!, when God 
did intend to (mite che firſt-born in the land of 
Egypt, and execute his judgement againſt all che 
Egyptian gods, and faith the Lord, hen I ſee the 
the blond I will paſs over you , meaning the chil - 
dren of Ifrael , and the Plague ſholl not be upon 
you to deſtroy you, whenl ſmite the Land of Egypt. 
What did this eypitie and hold forth, but Chriſt 
the rue Paſſover or Paſchal Lamb,whole blood be- 
ſprinkling the conſcience,cleanſerh us from all (tn, 
and delivereth us from the {troke of the deſtroying 
Angel, even from wrath to come, 1 fobn 1. 7. 
x Theſſ. 1.10. 

See then that thou exerciſe thy (elf continy- 
aily in that onely heaven upon earth , and ſweeteſt 
fanfuary to a hunted, troubled ond aftlifted ſoul, 
The life of Faith, in reference to thy Salvation, 
Santtification and Preſervation. As to thy Salvati- 
on ; Let the eruly-humbled(oul,grieved and grao- 
ming ander the heavy weight and burden of fin, 
chrow itſelf into the meritorious and merciful arms 
of Jeſus Chriſt , wounded, broken and bleedin 
upon the Croſs, and there let it hold and hideit (el 
for ever, in full aſſurance of eternal life, by vercue 
of that promiſe, Fob.3.36. He that beleiveth on the 
Sm bath everlaſting life. 

2. As to thy Sandificatim 5 If thou keep 
chy Faith, the fountain, root and heart, as it 
were , from which all thine other Graces ſpring, 
inlife and vigour , thou wile pray more comfor- 
ably, be more couragiouſly patientyhear the Word 
morefaithfully, receive Chrilts Ordinance of Brea- 
kingbread more joyfully ſpend the Lords day more 
delight- 
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delightfully , confer more chearfully , meditate 
more heavenly, and walk in all the ways of new 
obedience , with more ſtrength and conqueſt over 
corruptions, For ordinarily every one ſhall find 
the exerciſe of other graces, to be comfortable 
or cold , according to ihe livelineſs, or languiſh- 
ing of his faith. 

3. *sto thy Prc/ervation both temporal and 
ſpiricu:zl 3 in croſſes , afflitions, and all Gods 
outward argry viſitation, let thy Faich be exer- 
ciſed in the power of ſuch Promiſes as the, 
Pla $9, 33:5 and 5o. 15. Heb. 12. 0, 7. 8, LI. 
I eſe 3.3- 1 Tim-2-11, AR 14. 22. Lak. 9+ 33, 
Iſo $3. 9- 

Secondly , AR Faith in the power, ability all 
ſoficiency, anc umniporency of God, Power can 
do mech , bur c na:potency can do all, and is a= 
bove all- He is 2bic c9 do whatſoever he pleaſerh, 
Pſa. *15. 3. He t wiſe is heart, and mighty un 
ſtrength, who bath hardened bimſelf againſt him, and 
bath proſpered ? Job 9. 4. The Angels which exccl 
in ſtrerg:h are act his command, P/a- 104. 4- and 
ſubje& unto Chriſt, 1 Per. 3. 22, The Devils ap» 
prehending the power of God, do tremble, Jam. 2.19- 
All che power that men and devils have, it is given 
them from above, J:h-19. 11. And for other crea- 
rures, heaithto the deep be dry , Iſa, 44+ 27 He 
commands the earth and it opens her mouth, Naw. 
15, 30, 31. The conſideration of whoſe mighty 
v0ver, made the Pſalmiſt thus to break forth 3 © 

Lert Gog of Hoſts ,who is a ſtrong Loyd. like anto thee, 

"to thy Jaith*ulneſ, round about thee ? T hou ruleſt the 
yaning of the + , When the waves thereof ariſe, thou 
f 1zeft thr ;t, bs ke. Rabab FL pejees 4s one thas 
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i ſlain, this haſt ſcattered thine enemies with thy 

ſtrong arm;T hou haſt a mighty arm frong i thy hand, 
and high is thy right hand , Pla. 89, 5,9, 10, 13, 
At his wrath the ear'h ſhall tremble 4 and the Na-+ 
tions ſhall net be able to abide his indignation , Jer- 
10. 10, 

Beware then how we call into queſtion the 
power aud all-ſufficiency of God 3 How we ſpeak 
againſt God; This was the fin of the Jſraciites, 
and it was highly m— unt9 the Lord- Its 
ſaid they ſpake apaint God and faid , Can God 
furniſs a Table in the Wilderneſs ? Behold be [mote 
the rock, that the waters guſhrd out , and the ſtreams 
overflowed , can he give bread alſo ? can he provide 
fieſb for bis people ? therefore the Lord beard this, 
and was wrath, Pſa. $8. 19, 20,21. Moſes allo, 
he falls expoſtulating the caſe with God, The 
people among ft Whom 1 am (faith he) are fix ban: 
dred thowland footmen , and thou haſt ſaid, 1 will 
give them fl-ſh , that they may cat a whole moneth; 
Shall the Flocks and the Heards be ſlain for then, 
to ſuffice thrm 7 or ſhall all the Fiſh of the Sea be 
gathered together for them , to ſuffice thew * And 
what Argument dors the Lord ule to convince 
Moſes of his carnal, if not wncredulous reaſonings, 
But this , Js the Lords hand waxed ſhort 7 thou 
ſhalt ſee now whether my word ſhall come to paſs 
unto thee or not , Numb. 11. 21,22, 23. And the 
Lord rained fleſh upon them as duſt , and feathered 
Fowler liks as the ſand of the Sea, though it was 
given as a great judgement unto them , Pſa- $5. 
27. The ſame Argument does the Lord make uſe 
of, when he falls a reaſoning with his people the 


Jews, upon the account of their derelition or 
rejeRi. 
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rejeQion , and that they might yet have ſound 
ground of hope ſill of their reſtauration, though 
they had ſo'd themſelves for their iniquities, and 
could not produce any B: ll of Divorcement of the 
Lords putting of them away , in 1//a- 50. 2. Is 
my hand ſhortned at all , that it cannot redeem ? oy 
have I no power to deliver ! Behold, at my rebuke I 
dry up the Sea : 1 mae the Rivers a Wilderneſs, 
their Fiſh ftinch;th becauſe there is no water , and 
dieth for thi:ſt. 1 cloath the Heavens with blackneſs, 
and I make ſack: cloth their covering 2 $9 Iſa. 59. 1. 
Behold the Lords hand is not fhortned , that it cannot 
ſave, neither his car beavy, that it Cannet hear ;; 
Which may be an excellent ſupport to our faith. 
Lec thy Fairh thea be exerciſed in the mighty 
power of God, in thele following particular caſes 
and ſeaſons. 

r. In times of great difficulties and ſtreights- 
, In times of fore ſickneſles. 

- Intimes of great ſinning, 

+ In times of Worſhipping and Serving the 
Lord- 

$5. In times of great ſuffering for the Lord. 

1. In times of great difficulties and ſtreights 3 
Know that the ſame Almighty power , who could 
{mite the Rock, and cauſe the waters to guſh 
out , and the ſtreams to overflow , can furnifh a 
table ir. the Wildergeſs , can give bread, and 
provide fleſh for his people. Take heed now of 
ſuch irrational, abſurd, and prepoſterous reaſo- 
nings The Lord ſmote the Rock , and gave 
water in abundance, but can he now furniſh a 
table in the Wilderneſs ? I remember the time 
when 1 was in great ſtrgights, for bodily and ſoul 
| refreſh- 
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refreſhments ; and the Lord ſmote the Rock in & 
ſtrange , miraculous, and unexpeRed way , and 
the Waters guſhed our, and che ſtreams over-flow. 
ed ; 1 had comfortable ſupplies for ſoul and 
body , and chat in a plentiful manner. Bur can 
he now help me is my ſtreights, and ſupply m 
neceflities ? now all conduit pipes are cut off, 
and all viſible means of ſupplies and ſuppores are 
taken away , Taxes are multiplied and increaſed, 
our Trade is gone, the Gentry gone, and ſuch 
as gave life and being thereuato, bave laid aſide, 
and berook rthemſclves co a retired life 3 many 
gone beyond the Seas , becauſe they could nor 
follow their callings , and be ſuffered to enjoy 
the freedom of cheir conſciences too 3 God hatch 
ſmicten ſome of my dear friends or relations, who 
were inſtrumears in his hand of my comfortable 
ſaſtentation and ſupportation, and now , my 
Wife , and Childrea , begin to ſtare me in the 
face, to ſob and ſigh, and 1 have noe wherewich 
to releive chem; The lighr and choughts of cheſe 
things do even break my heart , and wound my 
very bow-<ls within me , what ſhall I do ? what 
courſe ſhall I rake for a livelihood ? Methinks 1 
hear ſuch doleful complaints among thouſands 
deſtreſſed Families in the Ciry at this time. Is ic 
not a time and ſeaſon then to be ating faith in 
the mighty power and providence of God ? 
Surely ir is an cafie matter to truſt God , when 
we have Meal in the Barrel , and Oyl in the 
Cruſe , and Money in our Purſe ; but wile thou 
cruſt God , and relyupon his power, in the want 
and abſence of all; As the Prophet Habakbak 
when the Fig-tree did not dloſſom, nor fruit _ 
C 
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be found in the Vines , when the labonr of the 
Olive. did fail, and the Field did yeild no ment, 
when the Flocks were cut oft from the fold, and 
there were a> Herd in che (tall, when there was an 
utter conſumption and deprivation of all thingss 
then to be rejoycing in the Lord, and joying in 
the God of our falvatiog. Then co (ay, the Lord 
is my ſtrength, and he will make me co walk on 
my high places. Then to ſay tic Lord is my thep» 
herd, | ſhall or wane ; as Pevid,and though 1 walk 
through che valley of the ſhadagy of death, I will 
ſear no evil ; for thn art witBme, thy rod and 
chy ſtaff chey comfore me, P/al. 22. then to live 
beleivingly , truſtingly , and Jependingly upon 
God. 

This is a high AC of Faith in the Power of God. 
And O that 1 could ouailter a word of ſuppore unto 
thy (ſoul in ſuch a condition 2 Well ,be.not faithlels, 
but beleiving z live {till in che faich of che all-tut- 
hciency of God : That his hand is not ſhortened, 
that it cannoc help ; neither his ear heavy, that ic 
cannot hear; there's no diminution of his power, 
or is there any unwillingneſs in God to hear and 
help in a time of need ; Wherefore ronld I fear 
in the days of evil ((aith the Platmilt) when the 
iniquity of my beels ſhall compaſs me about , Plal. 
49+ 5» 

So fay thou, thou poor, doubting, and diſpond- 
ing foal, Why ſhonld I tear in chis evil day ? why 
ſhould I diftrult that God, and doubr of his 
power and all-ſufficiency to help me now , who 
hath fed me, and cloathed me, and fnſtained me all 
the days of my life? Why (hould 1 got be calting 


my care upon him, who _ not only as 
» 
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bart is- able alſo to take care of me? 1 Pet. 5. 7. 
Why do I not calt my burden apon the Lord, who 
hath graciouſly promiſed ( and he is -vle allo) to 
ſujtain me, aud will never ſuffer the rightexs 20 be 
moved ?Plal.55.22. This wasa great ttay and ſup» 
port to Abrabams faith, wlien God promiſed to 
make him a Father of may Nations ; He conttdered 
not the deadne(s of his own body , being about 
100. years old, nor the deadnels of $2rai's womb, 
He ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through 
unbeleif, but ww 7s in faith giving glory to 
God ;z and beingFfully perſwaded, that what he 
had promiſed, he was able alſo to pertorm. Mark 
1 pray you, he did not only beleive tae promile, 
but the ability of God alſo, he fxc his faith in the 
power and all-ſuitnciency of God, Kom, 4, 19, 20, 
21. He was allu-cd, that God was 3s able, as he 
was faichful in the performance of his promile. 
God had faid unto him, but a little before, Abram, 
1 am the Almighty God, walk, before me, and be thou 
perfet; and now Abram would not queſtion ir in 
the leaſt, he knew his grace was all-(uttcient for 
him, and that his ſtrengch could be perfected in 
his weaknels. 

As the Lord told Paul in another caſe, 2 (ir. 
12.9, And has left it for ever upon record, 2s 2 
molt precivus cordial of comfort, to refreſh and 
ſupport che molt fainty, diltreſſed, and diſconſo- 
late foul : To wit, IWhen the poor and needy ſeth 
water, and there is ne, and their tongue faileth for 
thirſt, I the Lord will bear them, I the God of Ifrat 
will not forſake them ; And that they may not thiak 
be wants power to perform what he hath pro» 


miſled ( faith be) 7 will open rivers in bigh ph 


"_ 


— 


— — 


the PESTILENCE. 121 


and fountains in the widſt of the values ; 7 will 
make the wilderneſs a pool of water , and the dry 
land fprings of water , Ila. 41. 17, 18, 19, 

Surely, this promile 1s very applicable to poor, 
needy, thirlty, hungry fouls, upon the accompe of 
temporal or ſpiritual refreſhmene. And the Saints 
have beleived-it : Though 7 walk (faith David) 
in the midſt of trouble, thou wilt revive me, thou wilt 
fireich forth thine hand againſt the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right band ſhall ſave me, Plal. 13S. 
7, Tea, though I walk through the valley of the ſhad- 
dowp of death, ( though 1 ſhould be in che moſt dark, 
diſmal and uncomfortable condition) yet 1 will 
fear no evil, thou art with me, thy preſence ſhall ſup- 
port me, thy rod, and thy ſtaffe, they ſhallc mf rt me; 
Pſal. 23. 4- Though be ſlay me (faith Fob ) yet wilt 
T tru/t in bim: ] will mamtain mine own ways be» 
fore bim. He alſo ſhall be my ſalvation , Job, 
13.15. 

So when the enemies of God are high, and che 
Church of Chriſt very low. O chis ating of faith 
in the power of God is of great uſe. O Ged, 
bow long ſhall the adverſary reproach, [ll the enemy 
blaſpheme thy name for ever ? Why mithdraweſt 
thou thy hand , even thy right hand ( and thats the 
hand of power and ſtrength ſurely ) pluck at ont 
of thy boſome, For God is my King of old (cohlder 
it I prayyou ) working ſalvation in the midit of the 
earth. Thou didit divide the Sea by thy ſtrength : 
thou breake/t the beads of the Dragons in the waters, 
Thou brake(t the beads of Leviathan in peices , and 
gaveſt bim to be meat to the people inbdbiting the wit- 
derneſs. Thou did(t clean the fountain and the floud: 
thou driedſt wp mighty rivers, Pal. 74+. Lo, 11, 12, 
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13, 14, 15- What cannot the Lord do, when he 
hath a purpoſe eo fave his p-opie, and to deſtroy 
his enemies ? Thy way, 0 God, i in the ſanfunry : 
who is ſo great a pod as 0849 God? Thou art the God 
#bat dſt wonders : thus baſt declared thy trength 
among the people. Thin batt with thine +. 1 redeem- 
ed thy people, the Sang of Jacob and i». pn, Pſal. 
77.13,14,15. Wilt thu not revive u 21419, that thy 
people may rejoyce in thee, Pal. 85, 6. This raiſed 
up the Caurches hopes, in the [t »51nv 24.) rempe- 
ſtuous times of perſecution ; and why 2 The Lord 
reigneth . be i cloathed with m..je*» , the Lord © 
cloathed with ſtrength , wheremith be bath girded 
bimſelf, &c. The fluds bave (ift:4 up, O Lord, 
the flouds bave lifted up their vice : the fad 
lift up their waver. What then > The Lord mm 
bizb Is mightic/ thes the wile of many watert ; 
yes , then the mighty waver of the Sea, And lo 


ſaid Fethro , when M ſes had told him what the | 


Lord had done into Pharoah, and eo the E- 
£yptians for Jſracls (ik: , and all the travel that 
had come npon tiem by the way, and how ene 
Lord delivered them. Now 7 know ( faith he) 
that the Lord is oreater then all gods 2 for 10 the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them- 

This is the Clurches com 1re = that though 
their enemics are high, and proud , and impe- 
rious, yet the Lord is above' them , Ezad. 15+ 
$, 11, Tais was the Argument that good King 
Feboſophat uſed in prayer with the Lord , when 
2a great multitude of enemies came againſt him- 0 
Lord God of our fathers, art not thows God in beavent 


' and raleſt nxt thou over all the Kingdomes of bt 


Heathen ; 
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Heathen :, and in thine hand i there \not power and 
might 3 IL that nowe is able t» withſtand thee ? Art 
not thou our God , who didjf drive out the inbabi- 
tants of this land before thy perple Iſrael, and gaveſt 
it to the ſeed of Abraham thy freind for ever ? 0 
our Gad, wilt nt thou judge them * for we have no 
mizbt againſt thi great company that cometh a74inft 
ws : neither know we what to d), but our eyer are worn 
thee. And the Lord did thereupon ſhew tore'» his 
mighty power, an chat cis great mult ide 
was not able to withitand lim, For he (cr am- 
bulhments againſt che Child en of Ammon, Mb, 
and Mezxnt Seir, that came 2g2inlt 7 udab, and they 
were (mitten, and every one afterward» helped to 
deſtroy another, 2 Chrox. 20, 

O then be ating faith, in this great and pow- 
erful Febowab, that he woulJ make bare his ho!y 
arm, in the eyes cf all cae Nations ; chat all the 
ends of the earth , may tee the falvation of our 
God, Iſa. 52. to. Fear and tremble tzfore 
him , whoſe mighty power hath limited , aud 
bounded the proud and imperious waves of the 
Sea 3 Chat hitherto (hall they core and no 
further, and here fha!l its proud waves be 
ſtayed, Feremiah 5, 22, comp. with Fob 37. 11. 
Fear him, that can caſt both body and foul 
into heil, Matth, 10. 28. It is he that makes 
the pillars of heaven co cremble, and co be atto- 
niſhed at his reproof, Fob 26.11, 

And learn to depend on this Almighty beiag for 
preſervation in all ſtreights and exigenrs whatſo- 
ever , whocan preſerve without means, 2s Elijah, 
forty days and forty nights, 1 King. 19. 8. by 
{range and miraculous means, evea by whe help 
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of Ravens that fed him, 1 King. 17, 4. by the mi- 
niltery of Angels, ver. the 5. and the 6. of that 
1 King. 19, Chap, By imal| means, as the widows 
mea] 1n the barrel, and hec little oyle in her craſe, 
2 King. 17. 14. Againlt means, as Daniel in the 
Lions den, Dan. 6.22, By ordinary means, where- 
in [14s powerful bleſl: 8 1s to be dehred ; elle, we 
may eat, and not be fativied, Hg. 1.6. And let 
us praiſe him withal our ſtrength for his almighty 
power, Rev.4.11. IP ortby art thus, O Lord, to re- 
ceive glory, and bonour, and power, Thine O Lord, 
is the greatneſi, aud the power, and the glory, 1 Chron. 
29.11. Andlet us be (peaking of his power, to 
make known eo the Sons of men, his mighty ats, 
and the glorious Majeſty of his Kingdom. Whoſe 
kingdom is an evcrlating kingdom , and whoſe dorai+ 
nien endurith throunbout all generations. And for 
the adveriecics of the Lord, let them know, that 
they {hall be broken co peices,and that out of hea- 
ven God ſhall chuader upon them, 1 Sam. 2. 10, 
And ttiat his power, and his wrath is agaioſt all 
them that do evil, Ezra $8, 22, And let it be 
matter of contvlition and encouragement in our 
prayers, that we c:l, 01 t!:at God, who is able to 


dn» lagly abundantiy , above all that we ask 
Or 0h. 3.20. I our perſeverance; That 
k ;£11aiting God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
c or Cie earth who finteth not, neither 15 


weary. .}{-cnew our ttrength,that we ſhall ran and 
nar ! 7 Cai y, and walk, and not faiac, Iſa. 409. 31 
Pecos ws npnolds us ia Our integrity, Pſal.41.12, 
La” CG:rrin fiir keeps us, is the power of God, 
1 Pet. 1.5. And none cautake us out of his hand, 
Lecauſle he Is greater then all, Fob. 10. 29, 
ly 
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In times of Temptation, For our ſtrength isin the 
Lord, and in the power of [115 might, Epb. 6. 10, 
"tis he that ſtrengthens us in the inward man, And 
when God (hall help us with a little help, Dan. 
11. 34, then our ſtrongeſt cenprations ſhall not 
prevail, but we ſhall be mere then conquerors, tbrough 
him that loved ws, Rom. $.37. 

In cimes of A4ftiition, Know that he that is Al- 
mighty orders them for the kind, whecher on our 
ſouls or bodies, names or eltates, Amos 3.6, For 
the meaſure, whether great or (mall, Jer-30, I1., 
The time, {ometimes but an evening ; heavineſs 
may endure for a night , bur joy cometh in the 
mourning, Pſal. 30. 6. Sometimes ten days, The 
Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, and ye 
ſhall bave tribulation ten days, Rev. 2.10. Some- 
times our forrows ſhall be for years, Pat. 96. 15. 
Make us glad, according to the days waercia cho 
haſt afflicted us, and the years wherein we have (een 
evil. 

He orders the Deliverance; there is an »pomted 
time for that alſo. Foſepbs teet muſt 5» ,vare with 
ftetters, and lye in irons, until the time that che 
word of the Lord came and cried h1-+, and then 
the King ſends and looſeth him , and makes him 
Lord of his houſe, and Ruler of all his fubitance, 
Pſal. 105+ 19, 20,21. There isa time when the 
Priſoners ſhall be looſed out of tarirc pic, and 
turn co their ſtrong hold , even the Prifoners of 
bope, Zach. 9. 10, 1, 

Laſtly, what great conſolation doit this mini- 
ſter in reſpeXt of death 5 our bodies ſha.) noe al- 
ways rot and conſume ;z we mult awake ard tag, 
though we dwell in the duſt, 7ſ4.26,19, And onr 
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vile bodies ſhall be chaanzed and faſhioned like unt» 
bis glorious body (evea by the mighty and abſolute 
power of Chrilt) according to the working where- 
by be 1s able even t» ſubdue all things wnto bimſelf, 
Phil.3. 2x. All created power sbeing derived from 
lim, and ſubordinate unto himy1 Chron.29.12. and 
2 Chron.14.11- 

2. Atfaith in the mighty power of God, and 
that in times of tickne(s, and of this fore viſitation 
of the Lord. Know that this is the Lords prero- 
gative royal, to kill andeo make alive, to _ 
downto thegrave and co bring up again,1 Sam.2.6., 
This the Lord challengeth, as his own ſovereign, 
peculiar right, 7, even I, am be, and there is no Gad 
with me; I kill and I make alive, I wound 8nd I bealynei- 
ther is there any that can deliver out of my band Deut. 
32,39. In Pſal.g0-1,2,3 Saith the Church there, 
Lord thou bait bjn our dwelling place an all genera- 
tions, Before the moxntains were brought forth, &c. 
even from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art God, 
And what follows ? Thos tarneſt man to deſtruttion, 
and ſayſt, Retwrn ye children of men. The couli- 
derarion of this mighty power and the Churches 
ating faith in the (ame, did pur her upon pious 
thoughts of returning unto che Lord ; Come, and 
let usreturn unto the Lord , for be bath torn, and be 
will beal ws ; be bath ſmitten, and be will bind ws up, 
And what follows? After two days will be revive w, 
in the third day be will raiſe ws up, andwe ſhall live 
in by fight, Roſ(.6.1,2. 

Contlider then in the firſt place, whoever thou 
art, thar art thus under the chaſtifiug hand of God, 
that afiliction commethnot forth ofthe duff ,qcicher 
doth trouble ſpring out of the ground , yet man 
is 
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is born unto trouble,asthe (parks fiye upward, Fob 
5. 657. Butif ſores and ſickneſs comes not forth of 
the duſt, from whence come they theniSurely,from 
the powerful immediate overruling hand of God. 
So ſaidEliphaz, Job17.Bebold,bappy is the man whom 
God correfieth : therefore deſpiſe not thou the ehaſten- 
ing of the Almighty: For, be makgth fore and bind. 
eth up, be woundeth aud bis bands make whole. So 
Fob himſelf acknowledged, cb,19, 21. Havepity wpon 
me,bave pity upon me,O my friends , for theband ofGod 
hath touched me. So David, T hine arrows (tick, faſt in 
me, and thy band preſſeth me ſore, Pal,3$.2. And 
conlider, that as a ſparrow falls nor to the ground 
without Gods providence. (o the Plague and Peſti- 
lence, and all other Sickneſſes and diſeafes are gui- 
ded by his own immediate hand , and he onely 
doth (mite when and whom hz pleaſeth'; and 
know , that the Game Powerful hand that cook 
away thy health, can in a moment take away thy 
breath, and then thou dieft aadreturnelt unto thy 
duſt, Pſal, 104. 29. This ſhould make thee lye 
down patiently at the foot of God, and with all 
willing and chearful rehignation of ſpirit , with 
good old Ely, (ay, It is the Lord, let bim do what 
ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam.3.18. And with 7ob, Shall 
we receive good at the bandof God, and ſhall we not 
receive evil, Job 2.10. Burt whytever affliftion he 
layeth upon thy loins, or what ſtrokes ſoever up- 
on any of thy deareſt relations,ſeethatthou murmur 
notgnor _— the Lord fooliſhly or unjuſtly ; fay 
not with the King of Iſrael, Bebold, this evil iz of the 
Lord , what ſhonld I wait for the Lord any longer 7 
2 King.6,ult, 


2, Let 
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2ly. Let the (ence of the mighty hand of God 
which 1s upon thee, humble thee deeply ; So ſays 
Peter, Humble your ſelves nnder the mighty band of 
God, that be may exalt you in due time, 1 Pet.5.6, 
Tais,will evidence it (elf inwardly in a fight and 
ſence of thine own great unworthineſs, in an ab-» 
horring thy ſelf in quit and aſhes, and loathing thy 
ſelf for all ehy abominations, in a tender ſenſe of 
temptations either in thy (elf or others, in a bil 
ered of Hypocrilie, a willingneſs to ſuffer affliti- 
on, and a contentation in ſome meaſare to the will 
of God, in what eſtate (ſoever it (hall pleaſe God 
to bring thee ro, Outwardly cowards God , it 
will keep thee lowly in theaſe of means, and in a 
continual fear and awfulneſs of Gods preſence, not 
caring £0 be counted vile for the ſervice of God. 
And in carriage towards men, itis ſuch a grace as 
15 not atteftedin words or geſtures, nor is it cen- 
forious, arrogant or contentious, but makes a 
man go before 12 giving honour, and not to think 
much toequal himſelf with them of the lower fort. 
This is the eime now to benarrowly ſearching in- 
to thine own heart andmourn under it, and be- 
wailing now thy want of loveunto the Lord, and 
thy abounding loveto (in ; do thou cover with 
forrowing, what breach thou haſt made with fin- 
ning 3 and remember, That had thy fin never been 
ſo ſweet , then thy ſorrow bad never been ſo bitter, 
Aa know thatGod is now awaking thee from all 
thy ſecure fleeps, that every minutes breathing he 
lends chee more,may be (ſpent in preparing £©o meet 
Jeſus Chriſt at the Judgement of che great Day ; 
which that thou mayſt effeftually do with all 
thy might, with fear andtrembling, as r_—_ 
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Lord, remember that the next (tep (from this life) 
thou rakelt is into eternity, | 
zly. Thus waiting till thy change come, Be fur- 
ther in the exerciſe of Faich in the power of thy 
mighty Redeemer, as to a glorious reſurreftion of 
thy body, when laid aſleep in the grave ; Knowing 
that be which raiſed up the Lord Feſws, ſhall raiſe up 
thee alſo by Feſw, 2 Cor. 4.14. and then this cor- 
exptible ſhall put on incorraption, and then this mor. 
tal ſhall put on immortality , and death ſhall be 
ſwallowed wp in vittory, 1 Cor.15.53,54- 

3, A& Faith in the mighty power of God in 
times of great finning , and prophanation of the 
name of God: So Feremy (peaking of the cuſtoms 
of the people chat they are vain, and of their Idol- 
gods, that they arealtogether bruitiſh and fooliſh; 
and the fhock is a do&rine of vanities; he ſets the 
grextand mighty febovab againlt all cheic Heathen- 
I gods ; Foraſmuch as there is none [ike nnto thee, 
0 Lord, thou art great, and thy name is great in 
might, Who would not fear thee, O King of Nations? 
Fer.10.6,7. So in the 10,verle, But the Lord is the 
true God, be is the living God, and an everlaſting 
King : At, bis wrath the earth ſhall tremble , and 
the Nations ſhall not be able to abice his indigna« 
tion. 

So the Prophet Habakkwk, he ers Faith on 
work in the mighty power of God, in a time 
of great finning, and of treacherous and cruel 
d-aling. Art thow not from everlaſting, O Lord my 
(1d, mine Holy One ? we ſhall not dye : © Lord ths 
h..t ordained them for judgement , and 'O mighty 
God, thow baſt eſtabliſhed them for correflior. Thou 
art of purer eyes then to behold evil, ans -:t not 
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look om iniquity. Wherefore lookeſt thu mpon them 
that deal treacheronuſly , and boldeſt thy tongue 
when the wicked devoureth the man that is more 
righteous then be ? 

Think up6n the mighty power of God, when 
men grow bold and impudent in tinning, do they 
opprels the poor, and cruſh the needy, Amos 
4.14 Know that this mighty God can foon cruſh 
them under his feet, Lament. 3. 34. and feed 
them that oppreſs thee with their own fleſh, and 
then they ſhall know the Lord to be the mighty 
one of Jſrael, Iſa-49.26, 

Does the horrible impieties and wickdneſs 
of mea greive and wound thy beart ; Know, that 
'he that 1s thy God is the God of f(alvation, and 
he ſhall wound the head of his enemies; and 
the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on (till 
in his creſpaſs , Pſalw 65S. 20, 21,verſes. And 
what lays Solomon If this ſeeſt the oppreſſion 
of the poor , and violent perverting of Judgement 
and Fuſtice in a Province , CMarvaile nit at the 
matter : For be that is higher then the bigheſt 
regardeth ; and there be bigher then they, Ecclel. 
5. 8. 


4. Att faith inthe mighty power of God, asin | 


times of great {inning, fo in times of ſerving and 
worſhipping of God, $So did Daniel, when Ne+ 
bachadnezzer the King had made an Image of 
gold, and (et it up to be worſhipped, and thac 
whofo fell not down and worthipped the faid 
Image ſhould be caſt into the midſt of a 
burning hery ſurnace : And who is that God (faith 
be mott blaſphemouſly) that ſhall deliver out of my 
band? What ſaid Sadracb, Meſhaob and —_— a, 
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Nebuthadnezzar , we are not careful to anſwer thee 
in this matter. If itbe ſo , our God \whow Wwe ſerve 
is able to deliver m1 from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thing hand, O King. 
They ſerved God , and they knew that God was 
able and of power ſufficient toproreR them inthe 
ſervice of im , Dan: 3+ 1, 11, 16, 17, To this 
purpoſe , when our dear Lord wou'd encourage 
his Apoſtles , and the ſubſequene Miniſters of the 
Goſp:l , to be faithful in che exccation of his 
commands , and the eruſt commicred unco them z 
He tells them , that all power Was committed ante 
him in Heaven and in Earth. And therefore go 
teach all Nations , and Baptiſe thew , &c, And 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 bave 
commanded you , an4 loe I am with you allway, even 
ynts the end of the World, Mas: 25. 18, 19, 20. 
As if he had ſaid, Do you faithfully and con- 
ragioully execure the Commiſſion 1 have given 
you , and be aſſured , you ſhall never wane my 
all-lufficient power and preſence to ſupport you. 
I will make all the power 1 have in heaven and 
earth, concurring in a way of ſerviceableneſs un- 
to you. 

0 come , let us ſing unto the Lord , faith the 
Plalmiſt, let # make a joyful miſe to the Rock, of 
our ſalvation: Shall we fear to ſerve that God who 
is the Rock of our Salvation ? Let w come 
his preſence with thanksgrving , fc. Why ? For 
the Lord 14 great God , and a great King above 
all Gods \, in his hand are tbe deep places of the earth, 
the ſtrength of the hills is bis alſo; the ſta is bits 
and he made it , and bis hands formed the dry land- 
If the Lord whom we ſerveis ſo great a God, fo 


great 
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great a King above all Gods, above all Angels, 
Princes, and Potentates of the World , and aboye 
all that is called God ; O then with what thank. 
fulneſs and chearfulneſs of ſpirit ſhould we come 
into his preſence ! O come let ns Worſhip and bow 
down , let ,us kneel before the Lord our Maker ; 
Why ? for be i5our God , and ve are the people of bis 
paſture , andthe ſheep of his hands , whom he makes 
to lye down in green Paſtures , and leadeth beſides 
the ſtill waters , Ola. 951,10 7- Son Pſa. 96+ 6. 
it is ſaid, Honour and IMajeſty are before bim, 
ſtrength and beauty are in bis ſanftuary; Where 
is the beaury of Gods face ſeen, and his power 
and ſtrength diſplayed , as in his SanRuary ? to 
wit, his Tabernacle , bis Temple , the Congre- 
gations and Aſſemblies of his Saints. God is great» 
by to be feared in the eAfſembly of the Saints : and 
ts be had in reverence by all them that are about 
bim : and why ? why ? who in Heaven can be 
compared untothe Lord * Who among the Sons of the 
mighty can be likened nnto the Lord ? Pla. $9. 6,7, 
And thereforeir is, char the Lord hath ſpoken, 
laying, / will be ſanfificd in them that come 
wigh me , Lev- 10. 3. When a fire went out from 
the Lord, and deſtroyed Nadab and Abiha, the 
Sons of Aaros , for offering ſtrange fire before 
the Lord , Lev. 10. 1,2,3- !o which I ſuppoſe 
that place in the Hebrews hath a ſpecial reference, 
where the Saints being exhortcd ro ſerve God ac- 
ceptably with reverence and godly fear, urges 
this as a ſtrong motive thereunto, for our God 
(faich he) is & conſuming fire , Heb. 12, 28, 29. 
Thus you ſee how requiſite it is to be ating Faith 
in the power and ſoveraignty of God, when we 
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draw nigh to him inthe ſolemn duties of bis Wore 
ſhip and ſervice 3 and what an encouragement it 
is, £0 be fearingthe Lord , and ierving of him in 
ſincerity and truth, with all our hearts , conlider- 
ing what great things he hath done for us, 1 Saw. 
I2., 24+ 


5. A& faith inthe mighty power of God in 
times of ſuffering, So the Apoſtle 7 ames, ſpeaking 
of the crucltics that were exerciſed againſt the 
S»iats in thoſe days, how they kad condemned 
and killed the juſt, and they could nor reſiſt 
them 3 He exlorts rhem to be patient to the com- 
ing of che Lord ; and why to the coming of the 
Lord ? Becauſe when be comes, he will come with 
power and great glory , Mat. 24+ 30. When he 
comes , hec'l take to him his great power and 
reign , Rev+ 11, 17. When he comes , he will 
come with tex thouſand of bis Saints ; What to 
do ? 79 cxicnte Judgement upon all , and to can> 
wvixce all that «re wurgodly , of all their ungodly 
dee's , which they have ungodly committed , &c« 
Jucc, verſ, 14, 15. When he comes , he will 
come with fire », and With his chariots , like 8 
Whirlwind , to render bis anger with fury , and bis 
rebuke with flames of fire , iſa, 66,215, When be 
comes , he will come with vengeance 4 even 
with 4 recompence, be will come and ſave you, Ia. 
35+ 4+ And thenthe hand of the Lord:, (the power 
of G0d) full be brown towards his ſervants , and 

is indignation toWvards his enemics , Ia. 66. 14. So 
the Author co the Hebrews , when he exborts the 
Saints to & patient ſuffering aod undergoing of 
the Croſy of Chriſt 3 what Argument does he 
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noſe? even this, For yet « little while WY 
that [ball come , Will come, and will not tarry, Heb. 
Io. 37- The Apoſtle would have all the ſaffering 
Saints to be aRjng faith in a powerful Redecmer, 
even in him who is mighty to fave, That will tread 
down the people in bir anger , and make them drank, 
in his fury , and will bring down their ſtrength to 
, the earth, Ila 63-6. So the Apoſtles, (when the 
Prieſts and Rulers of the people had laid hands on 
them, and put them in hold, for reaching the 
People , and Preaching through Jeſus the reſur- 
region fromthe dead , and had furcher threat- 
ned them for ſpeaking any more in the name of 
Jeſus, and had le: them go) what Arguments in 
Prayer do they uſe * Lord thox art God, Which haſt 
made Heaven and Earth , and the Sea , and all that 
in them is, Whoby the month of thy ſervant David, 
haſt ſaid , Why did the Heathen rage , and the prople 
imagine vain things * The Kings of the Earth ſtood 
up » and the Rulers Were gathered together againſt 
the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt. Foy of a truth 
againft thy holy Child Jeſus » Whom thog haſt an- 
wointed , bath Herod and Pontius Pilate , with the 
Gentiles , and the people of Iiracl, were gathered 
together , for to do whatſoever thy band , and thy 
* comnſel determined before to be done- And now Lord 
behold their threatning: , AR. 4. Though they had 
todeal with great and potent Adverlaries , yet 
they well knew, that God was above chem, and 
chat their rage and fury was not ſo much againſt 
them, as againſt the Lord Jehovab himſelf, and 
againſt his Chriſt, whom he had anointed to 
be the chief Prieſt , and Prophet, and King of 
his Church , who could caſily break chem w_ 
is 
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his rod of Iron, and daſh them in peices like a 
Potters Veſſcl. They knew that the Lord whom 
theyſerved, was able to deliver them , as Da+ 
#iel our of the Lions mourhs. Soit is ſaid of 
Moſes, and laid down as a ſingular at of Faith 
in him , that he forſook Egypt , and feared not the 
wrath of the King , for heendured as ſeeing hins who 
ir inviſible , Heb, 11.27. Now this was an a& 
of Faith in the power of God, He knew, that 
though he might incur the wrath of an enraged 
King by refuſingehe honours and dignities of his 
Court 3 yet his eye being fixt upon a moſt power» ' 
ful inviſible Lord God , that was ſufficient to ap- 
hold him wander all the ſufferings he might undergo 
for his ſake. And that this Lord was able to ſtrike 
through Kings in the day of his wrath , P/a. 
110. 5. In which fpiric of faith and confidence 
David brake forth , when he ſaid, Though 7 
Walk in the midſt of trouble , thou wilt revive me, 
thou fhalt ſtretch forth thine hand againſt the wrath 
of mine enemies , and th: right hand ſhall ſave me, 
Pſa. 135.7. So Par that tried Apoſtle, and cou- 
rapeous ſufferer for Chriſt 5 For which cauſe (faith 
he) I alſo ſuffer theſe things , nevertbeleſs I am 
net aſhamed , for I know whom I bave beleived » and 
I am perſwaded that he i; ableto keep that which 1 
have committed unto him againſt that day. He als 
faith in the ability ana all-ſu) ciency of God, to car- 
77 him through all difficulties and hardſvip for Chriſt, 
2 Tim 1. 12. And upon this ſcoreit was, helto 
muck incouraged his Son Timothy in the faich,asto 
a ſuffering ſtate for Chriſt. Be not therefore a/bamed 
of the Teſtimony of our Lord , nor of me bis Priſo- 
mer» but be thow partakgr of the affiiftions of the 
L 
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Goſpel according to the power of God, asinthe 8.verſ, 
of that Chap. Whether he meant Chriſt the pow- 
er of God, 1 Cor, 1. 24. Or whether he would 
have him bear choſe aftiiftions patiently, as God 
attorded him power and ftrength; yet carely, it 
cannot exclude, but take in the exerciſe of his 
faith in the power of Gol, in all his intt=: ings for 
Chriſt, whole power will ever be manifelted in 
weakneſs. And therefore it is, that we are exhort- 
ed co be looking up unto Jefis re Autnor and 
Fiaiſher of gur Faith, who for re joy that was 
fet before him , endured the Croſs, deſpiling 
thEſhame, and is fer down at the right tand 
of the throne of God, at the right hand ot Gods 
power, For coalider him that endnred tuck cons 
tradition of ſinners againſt bimi-It, leſt ye be 
wearied and faint in your mids. 

Now this looking up unto J- 18, is not only a 
looking up uUnco him as 2 patrern 2nd example of 
patience, in our (utterings and prriecutions , for 
his and the Goſpels fake ; but we ut look upon 
him alſo, as made perfect by ſufferin;;, who for the 
ſuffering of death is now crowned with glory and 
honor z as him, whom God hath highly exalted, 
and ſet at the right hand of the thr:me of God, 
where he maſt fic and reign cill all "i enemies be 
made his foor-(tool, or as the Apoltle exprefſ-th 
it , Till be bath put all by enemies wider bis fett, 
x1 Cor. 15.25 Thus you lee how neceſſary it isto 
be Ating faith, as in cheJblood of Chriſt, ſo in the 

ower of God. 

And chat Firſt, In eimes of great difficulties and 
ltraights. 

2, In times of ſore licknefſes and deaths, 
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2. In times of great {inning. 

4. In times of (erving and worſhipping of God. 

5. In times of ſuffering for God. 

Thirdly, Weare to At Faith in the faithfulneſs of 
God. Know therefore (faith Moſes ) that the Lord thy 
Ged, be is God, the faithful God, which keepeth cove- 
naut and mercy, with them that love bim , an4 keep 
bis commandments to a thruſand generations, Deur. 
7.9. The conhderation whereof, made the Pſalmi' 
break forth into this pious interrogation or ExXPo- 
ſtulation rather , Pſal. $9.8. © Lord God of Hoſts, 
who is a ſtrong Lord like unto thee Þ or to thy faith 
fulneſs round about thee ? 

Conſider then that this Faith in the faithful- 
neſs of God is to be ated upon ſeveral accounts. 

Firſt , Upon the account of the unchangable- 
neſs of Gods love, and the immnrability of the 
Covenant of Grace, which he hath made with us 
in his Son, and which he hath ratified and confirm 
ed unto us in his moſt precious blood. See the 
89. Pſalm, fpeaking of David as a Type of Chriſt, 
The Lord promiſetn there , That the enemy hell not 
exalt upon bim, nor the ſon of wickedaeſs afflit bim ; 
And that be will beat down bi foe f before bis face, 
and plague them tbat hate bim, But my faithtulneſs 
(laith he) and my mercies ſhall be with him, Ver.23, 
23,324.50 in the3O, 31, :2,33, and34. Verſ. of thar 
Plalm. If bis Children forſaks my law,and walk not in 
my judgments. If they break my (tatutes and keep not my 
Commandments, then will I viſit their tran{greſſin 
with-the rod, and their iniquity with triper. Bur 
what follows ? Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will 
I 2 uttcrly take from bim, nor (ſuffer my faithfulne's 
to fail, My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
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thing that is gone out of my lips. So David in the 
2 Sam. 23.5. Although my boſe be not ſo with God, 
yet be hath made with me an everlaſting {*rvenant , or. 
dered in all things, and (ure. Now that Gods love 
in Chriſt is unchangable, as it 1s founded upon the 
immurtabilicy of the New-covenane of Grace, ap- 
pears. 

1. Becauſe it is dearer then a Mothers love to 
her (ſweeteſt, ad molt tender Babe, Iſa. 49. 15- 
Can a woman forget her ſuching child, that ſhe ſhmeld 
not bavecompaſſion on the ſin of ber wmb ? yea, they 
may forget, yet I will nt froet thee, 

2. It is ſtronger then the Mountains, 1/2. 54-10. 
For the mountains ſhall depart , and the bills be res 
moved , but my kindneſs; (hall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the Cruenant of my peace be removed, 
ſaith the Lord,that bath mercy on thee. 

3- lt is as conttant as the courſes of the Sun, 
Moon, and Sar+, of che av, and of che Night, Fer, 
31- 35, 36+. This ſaith the Lord, which giveth the 
ſun for 8 light by 4ay, and the ordinances of the mann, 
and of tbe jtars f'r a light by night, which divideth 
the ſea when the waves thererf roar, the Lord of Hoſts 

is bis name. If thoſe ridinances depart from before 
me, ſaith the Lord, then the ſeed of Irael alſo ſhall 
ceaſe from being a Nation before me for ever, 

4. It is as ſure as God himſelf, Pſal.$9.35. ge 
have ſworn by my bolineſs, that 7 will net lye wit 
David. His ſeed ſhall endurc for ever, and bis thrnt 
as the ſun before me. It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever 
as the Moon, and #5 8 faithful witneſs in beaven, We 
give much credir eo the word of an honeſt man, 
much more when we have his oath for it. This 
the Author to the Hebrews makes the ground or 
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foundation of a Beleivers ſtrong conſolation. 
I berein God willing more abundantly to ſhew un. 
ts the beirs of promiſe the immutability of big 
counſcl, confirmed it by an gath, That by two immut a» 
ble things, in which it was imp-ſtble for God to lye 
we minbt have a ſtr eg comjolatin why bave fled for 
refuge to lay bold upon the hipe ſet before us, which 
bope we have #8 an anchir of the (ul both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt , &c. Heb. 6. 17, 18, 19. And this was it 
withour all queſtion, that made the Apoltle break 
out with that holy boldneſs, 'and exuttation of (pi- 
rit. #h» bill ſeperate w from the love of Chriſt, 
ſhall tribulatimn, or diftreſr, or perſecution, or famine, 
or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay , un all theſe 
things we are myre then Conquerors through bim that 
Iwed us. For I am perſwaded ( laith he) that neie 
ther death, nor life, nor «Angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor thinss pre ent, nar things to come, 
or beight, nor depth, nr any other creature, ſhall be 
able ty ſeperate us from the love of Grd , which is in 
Chri(t Feſus our Lord, Rom. $- 35, to the end. Now 
this (tability, and firmneſs of Gods love, ground= 
ed upon the faithfulneſs of God, may be a great 
ſupport to the poor doubting (oul, that 15 apt to 
queſtion the Love of God, and the certainty of its 

eternal eſtatein Chriſt. 
2ly, This Faith i» Gods faithfulneſs , is to be 
ated upon the account of our Vocation 07 Call. 
ing to, and confirmation or eſtablilhment in tae 
Grace of God, God is faithful ( faith Paid) by 
whom ye were called nnto the fell»eſhip of bis Son 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord : And therefire reill be confirm 
you wnto the end, that ye may be blameleſs in the day 
of oxer Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor.1.8,9. That God who 
L 3 hath 
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hath called you unto the communion , or fellow- 
thip of his Son; not externally only, 1n point of 
Ocdinantes , Church.fellowſhip , and Publique- 
worlhip, whereby we profels to have communion 
with Chriſt, and his benefits ; bur internally in a 
ſpecial manner, wifereby we are really united to 
him by faich, and by the ſpirit of Chriſt, and (o 
2re made partakers indeed of all che glorious be- 
nefies, priviledges, and advantages of his death, 
reſurreftion, aſceniion , intercellion, Roms. 8. 32. 
Epb. 3-17. 1 fob. 1. 3. This God who bath to 
called you, is the faichtul God, fairhful in che per- 
formance of all his promiſes he hath made, co con- 
firm you unto the end, not to leave you, nor for- 
ſake you, Heb. 13.5, as many freinds do in time of 
adverſity z not co calt you off, Rom, 11. 1, 2+ 3s 


many Parents do their Children ; not co forget 


you, 3s many cruel and unnatural Women dv their 
ſucking children, Iſa. 49. 15. 

No ſurely, he will not do it, his faithfulneſs is 
engaged to fland by you; fear not, he will be 
with thee : be not diſmayed, he is thy God z he 
will ſtrengthen thee, yea, he will help thee, yes, 
He will uphold thee with the right hand of bi 
righteouſneſs, 1a. 41. 10. And makg an everlaſting 
Covenant rgth thee, that be will not turn away from 
thee to do thee good, but will put bis fear into thy 
beart, that thou ſhalt nit depart from bim, Jer. 32+ 
40. So tne Apoltle Paut praying for the Theſſaloni- 
ans,that the very God of peace mighſ(anifie them 
wholly, and that their whole (firit, and ſoul,and 
body, mighe be preferved olameleſs unto the come 
ing of the Lo:d Jeſus Chriſt : He makes this the 
ground of his conhdence, Faithful is be that calleth 


you 
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you,,who alſo will doit, 1Thell.5.23,24. So 2 Thefl- 
3-3- But the Lord is faithful, who ſhall ftabliſh you 
and keep you from evil, Why (houldſt thou then 
fear of fallingy away , or of thy perſevering in 
the grace of God, when Gods faithfulneſs is enga- 
ged forchy eftabliſhmenc ? 

3ly. This faith in Gods faithfulneſs is to be 
ated upon the accompt of a Chriſtians temptati- 
ons and confliftings with fin and Satan, Cor.10 13. 
T bere hath no temptation taken you,but ſuch as is com- 
mon to man: but God is faithful ( obſerve that I 
pray you ) who will not ſuffer you to be tempted a- 
bovetbat you are able, but will with the temptation 
alſo makg a way to eſcape , that ye may be able to 
bear it. Thou poor tempted ſoul, thou thinkeſt 
perhaps, that no temptations are hike untothine, 


but thou art miſtaken , thy temptations are not 


lingular, but in common'with others, other men 
have been exerciſed with the like. And thou art 
ape to think, thou ſhale fink under thy temprati- 
ons , thou findeſt fo little ſtrength co undergo 
them,bue what faith the Apoſtle, God is faithful, 
and will not ſuffer you to be tempted above your 
ftrength, bur will proportion ſuitable ſtrength, ac« 
cording to your trials. Gods Faithfulnels is en- 
gaged cohelp you and to ſupport you under all 
your temptations and trials. Would Satan then 
make thee beleive that thy fins are of that nature 
and magnitude that they ſhall not be forgiven , 
think upoa Gods faithfulneſs then who 1s engaged 
to pardon thee. So faith Jobn, 1 Fob.1.9. If we 
confeſt 1ur ſins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
our ſins, and to cleanſe ns from all unrighteonſneſs. 
It wouldbe an a& of unfaithfulne(s and i-juitice 

"34 . 
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\M God, if he ſhould not pardon and forgive 


poor penitent {iyners who confel(s and forfaketheir 
fins. Bur God is faithful and juſt , and cannot 
falſifie his ward ; If we beleive not , yet be a- 
bideth faithful , be cannot deny bimſelf, 2 Tim, 
2, 13, 

4. This ating of faithin Gods faithfulneſs is of 
excellent uſe in order co our ftanding falt in the 
faith, and continuing 10 our publique faithful 
teſtimony for the Lord, Heb, 10.23. Let us bold 
faſt the profeſſion f our faith withoxt waverimeg (avd 
why? ) for be #4 faithful that bath promiſed, faith- 
ful in pertorming what he hath promiled n Fob. 
23.14- And what hath he promiled ? Surely , as 
hath been declared before , to eſtabliſh and keep us 
from evil, and confirm us wnto the end, 1 Cor,1.5, 
According to that allo in 2 Theſſ.Z. 3. But the 
Lord is faithful, who ſhall eſtabliſh you, and keep 
yu from evil : Scablith you in che faith, leſt you 
fall from it; and keep you from evil, to wit, the 
Devil, leſt he ſubvert your faith by evil men, as 
the inftruments of his art ; or it may be taken 
more generally, tor any evil ; as. the Apoſtle de- 
claresin the 2 Tim.4,1S. And the Lord ſhall deliver 
me from every evil wark,, and will preſerve me unto 
bis beavenly Kingdom. And therefore we may up« 
on this coniideration be much encvuraged to hold 
falt our profellion , and not co be ſtaggaring or 
wavering in our honourable and faithful celtimony 
for the Lord. 

$- Thisatting of faith in Gods faithfulneſs is 
of excellent uſe co encourage us as to a ſuffering 
ſtatefor Chriit, and co Chriſtian contentation un« 
der the Croſs. It 3s 2 faithful ſaying ( faith the 

Apoltle) 


_— 
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Apoſile ) that if we be de2d with bim , we ſhall 
alſo live with bim , If we ſuffer , we (hall alſo 
reign with bim, 2 Tim.2.:i1,12, Rule or reign 
as Kiags , (o the word it ſeems imports, if we 
endure all manner of eribulations with patience 
and ſtedfaltneſs in the faith. And it # @ faitbfal 
ſaying (faith he) acercain, ſure, firm, credible, ir- 
revocable word, not to be queſtioned or doubted. 
Or we ſhall be glorited together with him, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth it , Kom.$.17. and Gods 
faithfulnets 1$ engaged to make it gopd; whence 
is that exhortation of the Apoſtle, x Pet.4. 16,19. 
In the 16. verle he cells chem 5 That if any man 
ſuffer as a ( briſtian (and not as an evil doer) let 
bim not be aſhamed ( laith he) but tet him glorifie 
Godon this behalf. And then inthe 19.verſe. where. 
fore let them that ſuffer according to the will of Gad, 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to bim in well. doing, 
# unto a faithful Creator. God is not onely a 
powerful Creator, but al(o a faithful Creator, a 


ſure Preſerver, who wall faichtully recompente all 


your hard (ſervices and fuiterings you uudergo for 
his ſake, 

He is as faithful as heis able; according to that 
of Paul to Timnthy, encouraging him to be a par- 
taker of the affiiftions of the Goſpel, and (peak- 
ing of his own ſutteriags upon the ſame account ; 
Nevertheleſs (faith he) I amnot aſhamed, for I know 
whom I bave beleived, end 1 am perſwaded that be is 
able to keep that which 7 bave committed unto bim 
againſt that day, 2 Tim, 1.12. And what was that 
which he had committed eo Gods cultody ? His 
Soul , faith one, himſelf (which is all one) faith 
another z his works, faith a third 5 a fourth faith 

his 


154 The Cauſes and Cure of 


his Cafferings 3 2 fifth his Galvation. All which pae 
cogether, he commicted unto God his (oul, him- 
ſelf, his doings, his ſufferings, his (alvation, his 
all. 

And he was periwaded he was 2s able asfaithfal, 
and 2s faithful as ableto keep that which he had com« 
mitted unto his truſt; T heGoſpel,t1at the Lord had 
committed to his keeping, and his Soul he had 
commited unto Gods kreping : And becauſe the 
Apottle Peter knew that God was a faithful Creator, 
therefore did he encourage the Saints ſuffering ac- 
cording to the will of God, to commit the culto- 
dy of tt;eir fouls unto him 5 who as he had crea- 
ted them immortal fouls, fo be would not leave 
them as Maſons and Carpenters leave their houſes 
which they build , but would faithfully keep and 
and preſervethem. As the Lord himſelf declares, 
ſpeaking of his Vineyard of red wine, his Church, 
whether red, upon the account of the preciouſ- 
neſs of ies fruits, or elſe of its bloody ſufferings , 
T the Lord d» keep it (faith he) I will water it every 
moment, leſt zny burt it, ] will keep it night and day, 
I6.27.2,3. 


Fourthly andlaſtly, We are to at faith in the 
Promiles of God}, whether they are fuch as are 
of a cemporal or of a ſpiritual and eternal con- 
cerament 3 and know for thine everlaſting 
comfort, thou beleiving Soul , that as 
the promiſes of God are the ground of our 
bope, and the objeft of our faith, Pſal. 119. 49- 
Heb.10.35-36- and chap. 11.11. 50 are they all 
tirm and irrevocable in Chritt; For all the promiſes 
of Godin bim ( that is in Chrilt) are yes, and in 


bim 
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bim ore Amen, unto the glory of God, &e. 2 Cor. 
1.20, They arenort yea and nay, bue in Chriſt they 
are yea; that is, True in the event, and as to 
theic performance: And Amer, Chat 1s ſable 
and firm, being made and performed in and for 
Chriſt, 

For even asChriſt is always the ſame in Gods pro- 
miſes which are unchangeable, ſo are all Gods pro- 
miſes ofour falvation firm and certain in Chriſt: and 
as certain,ſo aretheygeneral and indefinite, and made 
to all that ſhall beleive, excluding none bur thoſe 
that are finally impenitent. Conlider a fes efthem 
to this purpole z Hee every one that thiriteth, Come 
ye to the waters , and be that bath no money, Come 
yt, buy and eat, yea, come buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Incline your ear, andcome 
unto me, bear and your ſouls ſhall live; and I will 
make an everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure 
mercies of David, Iſa.55.1,3- So Matth, 11.28. 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are beavyladen 
and I will give you reſt. Mark 16. 16. He that be- 
leiveth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, bat be that 
beleiveth not ſhall be damned. 1 Joh. 2.1. If any 
man fin, we bave a Advocate with the Father, Je- 
ſus Chrift the righteous, aud be is the propitiation for 
our fins, and not for «urs onely, but alſo for the ſins 
of the whole world. Joh.3.16. God ſo loved the world 
that be gave bis onely begotten Son, that whoſoever be« 
— in bim, ſhould not periſh but bave everlaſting 

ife. 

Joh.:5. 24. Ferily , verily I ſay wnto yow ; He 
that beareth my word, andbeleiveth on bim tbat ſens 
me, bath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into con« 
demnation, but is paſſed from degtb unto life. Joh. 

6.37» 
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6.37- All tharthe Father giveth me.ſhall come unto me, 
& bim that cometh to me | Will in no Wiſe caſt ont,v.40, 
And this the will of him that [ent me, that every one 
which ſecth the Son, - nd beletveth on him may have e+ 
verlaſting life, and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day, 
verl(.47. Verily,verily,l ſay unto you;he that beleiveth 
on we hath everlaſting life » At 49. 43. To bim 
(meaning Chrilt ) give a!! the Prophet ; witneſs, that 
through bis name , whoſoever beleiveth in him , ſhall 
receive remiſſion of fins, 1 Tim. 1, I5. This is @ 
faithful ſaying , and Wwrthy of all acceptation , that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave (innerr , of 
whons | ams chief , who gave himſelf a ranſom for 
all, to be teſtified in duetime, 1/a-43+ 25, Leves 
I, an he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine 
own ſaks and will not remember thy ſins-S0 Chap.44. 
22, [ haveblotted ont as a thick, cloud thy tranſpre ſi 
ens, and as acloud thy fins : return wntome, for 1 have 
redeemed thee, Heb $.3. Behold the days come(ſaith the 
Lord)when1 hall makes a new (ovenant with the houſe 
of Iſracl, and with the boxſeof Judah, For this is the 
Covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, 
after thoſe days ( ſaith the Lord) I will put my Laws 
into thtir mind , and Write them in their hearts ; 
and ] will be to them & God , and jthey ſhall be to 
me 4 people , and in the 12. verſe, For 1 will be 
merciful to their wnrighteouſneſs, and their ſins, and 
their iniquities will 1 remember no more- Theſe are 
ſome of thoſe ſweer ſoul-ſupportingpromiſes, which 
are made indefinitely toall , and have their , yea, 
and Amen in Chriſt, excluding none , but the 
wilful and final impenitent , and unbeleiving ſin- 
ners- But perbaps thou wil: ſay, thou haſt relapſed 
and fallen into fin again , after repentance , nl 
$309 
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thou thinkeſt thy relapſes cannot be pardoned. 
Remember that men who have not a drop of 
mercy , in compariſon of God , are obliged 
to forgive the repenting offender , though he 
offend ſeventy ſeven times ; God much more, who 
is infinite in mercy , hath bound himſelf , by his 
moſt firme and faithful promiſes , 1 7oh. 1. 9. and 
2,1, Upon true and renewed repentrarce , often 
to forgive and forget the fame ſin , iterarcd again 
and aga'n, Luk, 17- 3,4.T hat thowgh thy ſins Were as 
Crimſon, they ſball be made as white as Snow; And 
he calls ro back ſliding 1/raet to return, and 
promiſes to heal their back-flidings , and love 
them freely, Ferem. 3. 14. comp. with Hoſea 14.4. 
So in pangs of the New- birth , ſpiritual in- 
fancy , weakneſs of Faith, Prayer , Godly for- 
row , and other graces , let ſuch cordial refreſh- 
ing Promiſes, as theſe dwell upon thy heart, Rev-+ 
21,6. Mat. 5+ 0, I/a 42:3. and 57-15, and 401], 
which impore; How God will ſatisfie the hungry 
ſoul,tender the weak and feeble ſoul. dwel with the 
bumble ſoul ; yea the exerciſe of faith alſo in the 
promiſes is of ſingular uſein all kinds and varieties 
of remprations, (ſpiritual deſertions, deep & almoſt 
deſpairing apprehenſions of thine extreme vileneſs 
and nothingneſs in grace, in which dark , diſ- 
mal and diſconſolate eſtate , let thy faith be exer- 
ciſed on ſuch precious ſoul-ſupporting promiſes as 
theſe, 1 Coy. 10.13. Fam-1-2+ 14-39-18. and Iſa 
43-25- Which ſpeaks to this effet ; That Ged 
is faithful , and will not ſuffer us to be tempted abwoe 
our ſtrength. That we ſpowld count it all joy when we 
fall into divers temptations. That all they ave 
bleſſed that wait fer the Lord. So that if chou dieſt 
in 
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in this waiting ſtate, thou ſhale be certainly ſaved 
for the holy ſpirit pronounceth thee bleſſed. And 
further, for the exceeding great comfort and ſup- 
port of thy ſoul , that, it i the Lord, and be onely 
that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for bis own ſake, 

and will not remember thy ſins - 
$o in the Hail-ſtorms of {Nanderous Arrows , 
and empoyſoned Darts of diſgrace, how ſhould 
ehy Faith be fixt upon ſuch pretious Promiſes as 
theſe, 1 Pet+ 4+ 15. Mat. 5+ 11. Yea, inthe val. 
ley of the ſhadow of death , by an aſſurance of 
Gods merciful omniporent preſence, Pſa. 23- 4. 
And in the extremity and depth of ſuch deſperate 
diſtrefles and perplexities , wherein in chy preſent 
feeling , thou canſt ſee and find no poſſibility of 
help from Heaven or garth, God or man , but 
art both helpleſs and hopeleſs, as the Church 
complains, Lam- 3. 13. Let thy meditations 
dwell upon ſuch like precious promiſes as theſe, 
Iſa. 33- 9,10. 2 Chron. 30. 12. Exod. 14+ 13. 
Pſal. 78. 65, 66+ Gen, 22, 14, All which import, 
thatin che Mount of the preateſt difficulties, God 
will be ſeen. Well, inevery thing , or any thing 
char ſhall or can poſlibly befall chee, proſperity or 
poverty , croſs or comfort, calmneſs of con+ 
ſrience , or tempeſts of cerfor , life or death, 
thou maiſt by Faich extrat abundance of -uncon- 
querable patience and peace of ſoul , from thoſe 
three heavenly golden conduits of ſweereſt com- 
fort, Rew-8.18. and 28. 32, to wit, That the 
Suffering: of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in us- 
2. That all things ſhall work, together for good to 
them that hove God. 
| 3+ That 
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3« T hat he that ſpared not his own Son , but de- 
livered hun up for ns all , huw ſhall be not withbim 
alle freely give ns all things : 

Objett But may 1 aft faith in the Promiſes for 
things temporal, as for ſpiritual ? Yea , for gedli- 
neſs bath the Promiſe f the life that now is , as of 
that which is to come, 1 Tim- 4+ 8. Yer conſider 
withal, that temporal things are not promiſed ab- 
ſolurely, but conditionally 

1, With limitation to expediency, 

2. By way of commutation and compenſation 
with ſpiritual ; 1f he givcs thee not peace, be will 
give thee patience, if not wealth , yer content- 
ment, which may be far berter. 

3. With exception of the Croſs, Houſes , and 
Brethren , and Siſters, and Lands with perſecu- 
tion, Mark 10. 30. So then we may believe, we 
ſhall bave temporal bleſſings , which God bath 
promiſed conditionally , fo far forth as will ſtand 
with theſe conditions , bis own glory , our ſpiri- 
tual good , and everlaſting ſalvation. This life, 
is but, via advitam, the my to life , and whatſo- 
ever God promiſerhus in the way, is, but to help 
us ctotheend of our journey. There is no tempo- 
ral thing of this life falls within the compaſs of 
Gods promiſe, but ſo far forth as it ſhall be a help 
and furtherance unto us, as to our eternal life. I 
ſhall therefore preſent unto thy view , a few of 
thoſe Promiſes , which are of a temporal concern- 
ment , as having reference to long Life, Children, 
Lands, Riches, Honour, and external Peace and 
Plenty 5, See ro this purpoſe , Gen. 22. 17, and 
49. 15, Ley. 25.15, 19, 21. and 26.4, 5,6, Ee 
Dent. $5+16, and 23, 4, 11, 13. Pſa« 112, 3. ans 

128. 
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128, 2, 3, 4. and many ſuch like , which arepro- 

unded upon the diligent andexaQ obſervation 
of Gods Law , and the fear of the Lord. So for 
the duties and works of thy particular calling, 
which if by prayerthou doſt conſcienciouſly and 
Aligently diſcharge , thou mayeſt go on with 
comfort , contenement , and freedom from cark- 
ing cares , and racking , torturing , thought- 
folneſs , and leave the ſucceſs, iſſue, and event 
of all thy labours and undertakings, unto the 
Lord, whatſoever it may be, reſting ſweetly, and 
ever relying upon this gratious promiſe , Heb. 
13.5. I will not fail thee, nor forſake thee. The 
like in ordering and guiding the affairs of thy Fa- 
mily , depend by faith upon Gods bleſſing, the 
ſtrength and finew of all ſound comfort , and 
true contentation that way , P/a+ 127. So, in 
the loſs of outward things , for thy love and ſer- 
vice unto God , by beleiving.thar Man of God, 
2 Chren. 25. 9. The Lawa 4: able to give thee much 
more then this ; yea , in the loſs of all earthly 
things in every kind, by applving thae promiſe in 
Hab-3.17,18. And that of Fobs patient blefling 
of God upon the ſurpriſe of all his ſubſtance,and the 
concurrence of an univerſal miſery , ſhould nor 
paſs without a ſerious conſideration, if God 
ſhould exerciſe thee with the like condition , 7ob 
f; 23. - 

Bur I ſhall forbear toenlarge further, and re- 
commend to thy conſideration ſome of thoſe pro- 
miſes for thy faith to beexerciſed in, which have 
a ſpecial relation as to the preſent viſitation of 
the Lord, as Exod. 23.5. Te fbalt ſerve the Lord 
gunr God, Rix, And 1 will take fickneſ; away from 

the 
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the widft of thees So Demt-7.12,15- If ye hearkgn 
to theſe judgements , and keep and do them, the Lord 
thy God ſhall keep wnto thee the Covenant and the 
mercy which be ſware unto thy Fathers , eAnd he 
will love thee and bleſs thee , and multiply thee- 
And inthe 15. verſ. The Lord will taks away from 
thee all fickneſs » and will pat none of the evil diſ- 
eaſes of Egypt mpon thee, but will lay them upon all 
them that hate thee- So in the Prayer that Solomon 
made , at the Feaſt of the Dedication of the 
Temple , 1 Xing- $- 37, 38, 39. If there be in the 
Land Famine , if there be Peſtilence, &c- What- 
forever Plague , Whatſoerver ſickneſs there be , What 
prayer and ſupplication ſcever be made by any man, 
which ball know the platue of his ewn heart, Then 
bear thou in Heaven thy dwelling place , and for+ 
give , and do, and give to every man according to 
is Ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt ; And the Lord 
graciouſly promiſed , that he would do according 
to his prayer and ſupplication that he had made, 
1 King 93+ SO P/a-41. Bleſſed is he that confi- 
deveth the poor » the Lord will deliver bim in time 
of trouble. The Lord will preſerve him and keep him 
alive , and he ſball be bleſſed upon the Earth, and 
thow Wilt not deliver him into the will of his ene+ 
mies- The Lord will ſtrengthen bim upon the bed 
of languiſhing , thou wilt make all bis bed in his 
ſickneſs 3 So Pla. 91. 3,6, 7,10. Surely , be ball 
deliver thee from the noyſom Peſtilence, Thou ſhalt 
net be afraid of the / eſtilence that walkgth in dark- 
neſs : nor for the deſtruftioh that waſteth at noon- 
day : A thouſand ſhall fall at thy ſide , and ten 
thouſand at thy right hand , but it ſhall not come 
nigh thee. Art thou = then ? apply 3*T he Lord 
will 
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will frengthes® bim upon the bed of languibing 
[rms make all bo bed in his (3g Th 
"thou there where the ſick are? apply 5 I will 
take away all fr khneſs from the midſt of thee» Fearelt 
thou the Peſtilence? / will deliver thee, ſaith the 
Lord, from the noyſame Peſtilence, 50 that of Eli- 
phax, to Job » He ſhall deliver thee in fix troubles, 
yea, in ſeven, there ſhall no evil tonch thee; in Fa- 
mine be ball redeem thee from death , and in War 
from the power of the Sword. Thou ſbalt be hid 
from the ſcourge of the Tongue ; neither ſhals thou 
be afraid of deſtrntion when it cometh , &c- And 

thou ſhalt know thot thy Tabernacle ſhall be in peace, | 


Job 5. 19.20, 21, 24. $» in {/a- 43+ 2 The Lord 
promiſeth he will be with us in che fire, and in | 
the water , the waters ſhall not overflow us, nor | 
the fice devour us; And in Heb. 13- 5. he bath | 
promiſed likewiſe , that he will never leave thee 
nor forſake the: ! he labour of the Olive may 
fail , as Habalkh ſp:aks; our neareſt and dear- 
elt friends and relations my fail , our ey«s-may 
fail , our rongue may fail, our ſtrengrh may 
fail , our fleſh and hcarc may fail, our ſpirits 
may fail 3 yer faith the Lord, 7. wif be with 
thee , I Will not fail thee nor forſake thee , When 
the poor and the needs ſeek, water » and there 
none , and their tongue faileth for thirſt « i nel 
Lord will heay them, I the God of Iiracl will nt 
forſake them , Ia. 41.17, What can be more re- 
freſhing and ſupporting to the poor languiſhing 
fainting, ſinking ſoul ? Thus in any trouble ot 

ſoul, body , good name , outward Hate, preſent | 
or to come, thou maiſt by the ſoveraign power of | 
laith, working upon the word of his promiſe, } «+ 
no: 
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not only draw out the ſting, and expell the poiſon 
of it ; but alſo procure a great deal of comfort to 
thy eruly humbled (oul, and maintainit in deſpight 
of all mortal or infecnal oppolition, in a conſtant 
fpicicual gladnels. Conlidering, that all choſe Pro- 
miſes whereupon thy heavy and diſconſolate heart 
in ſuch caſes may repole and refreſh ic ſelf, have 
theic being and confirmation from the bleſſed mane 
Jebovah ic (elf, lee Exod 6.3, and therefore as ſure as 
God himſelf; they are (caled with the bloody ſufF- 
ferrings of his only Son, and therefore as trus as 
Truth it (elf z and if thou arc in Chriſt, ate all as 
certainly thine, as the heart in ely body, or blood 
that runs in thy veias. Nay, and alittle more for 
thy comfort, the glory of Gods Truth is mightily 
advanced, and himſelf extraordinarily pleaſed, by 
thy more reſolute, (tedtalt and criumphant clexving 
unto them. What a bleiled, ſweet and heavenly 
life then is the Life of Faith, as ic is exerciſed in 
the Promiles of God ? 

O then be encourazed co be ating Faith in the 
Promiſes, and to be (ſtoring up a good ſtock of 
Promies every day. They are of excellent uſe in 
all eitates, 12 all conditions, in all kind of diſtreſſes 
whatloever. By beleiving the Prpmiſes we (hall 
proſper, by beleiving and applying of them, we 
lhall come co participate of the Divine Nature, 
2 Pet. 1.4. And therefore they are called exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes, That by theſe 
( (aith the Apolitle) yow might be partakers of the 
Divine Nature ; not of the (ſubſtance, but of the 
quality, Non travusformatione nature bumane in di- 
vinam, ſed participatione donorum, quibus conformes 
efficimur divine nature, 25 one _diltinguilheth very 
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well z not by the transformation of the humane nz- 
rure into the divin*, but by the participation of 
gifts whereby weare made conformable to the Di- 
vine Nature, And (o it notes a fellowſhip with 
God in his holine(s, and a fellowſhip with God in 
his blefſedneſs, that is, in the beatitical viſion and 
brightneſs of glory ; upon which account, as © 
the excellent uſe and nature of them, one terms 
them a Chriſtians Catbolicon, a general purging 
Medicine, a Salve for every fore, being a help to 
all duties, a quickn-r of all graces, and a comfort 
in all diſtreſles. And like a well-fll'd Apothaca- 
ries ſhop, there is contained in them, hedvenly re- 
ceipts of all forts, wholeſome phylick of every 
kind, for expelling and curing all ſorts of diſeaſes 
and ackneſſes incieit to Saints, and for the core 
roborating and itrengrhening of the new nature, 
and keeping the foiricua) man in a good healthful 
conſtieution, luſty and ſtrong, able for Gods Ser- 
vice, and for working out tis own falvation with 
fear and trembling. 

Wouldit thou then have thy faith like the Light 
in the Lords Santuary, never eo g5 out ? then ac- 
quaine thy (elf with Gods Promiſes, know them 
well, meditate on them, confer about them : let 
them be continually in chy mind, memory, heart 
and tongue. Satan laboureth in nothing more, 
then to keep us in unbeleif, eſpecially of particular 
promiſes ; for he knows, if we beleive them, we 
(hall in all chings have the victory : Come before 
God with boldne(s, carry peace in our own bo- 
ſomes to our graves, and do, and ſuffer any thing 
for God. 

Oh , the abundance of ſwere cordial comfort, 
which 
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which all humbie beleiving ſouls draw by faith oue 
of every promiſe. And theſe precious promiles 
(our brealts of conſolation ) whereupon our come 
fort and happineſs ſo much depend, lye hid in the 
holy Scripcures, as veins of goldin theearth. How 
then ſhould we be ſearching into thoſe rich mines 
that bring £©o light ſuch heavenly creaſures? and 
how ſhould it ftir us up to go to God in prayer, 
for the accompliſhment of them unto us, and wait- 
ing in the _— uſe of all means for the gaining of 
them 2 you (hall find God not only making you 
heies of Promiſes, but you ſhall be comfortable 
poſſeflors of thole many good things, which God 
hath promiſed to beleivers. And the more you 
medicate,and the ofener you pray upon them, the 
more good will you fee in them, and find eo flow 
from them. And this leads me to the next Spiri- 
gal Receipr and Soveraign Antidote, and that is 
Prayer, 


The Fourth Spiritual Receit, 


4|y. The fourth ſpecial Receit and preſervative 
againlt this contagious diſeaſe, or which may be of 
excellent force and efficacy for che removal of itz 
is faithful and fervent Prayer. This is a tried re- 
ceipt , an approved remedy ; of which } may fay, 
as David ſaid to Abimelech the Preilt, concerning 
the Sword of Golieb, There is none likg to it, 1 Sam. 
21.9. A molt incomparable weapon, if we have 
Skill co uſe it. 

Let us conlider a little then what Prayer is, as 
fo the derivation and definition of it. 1 find that 
Prayer comes of a word in the Hebrew, which fig- 
M 3 nifiech 
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wſieth, Appesl ; whereby we refer the Cauſe of 
our ſelves or others unto God, as unto the Sy- 
pream Judge 5 calling upon him , appealing unto 
him for right, preſenting our (elves and our cauſe 
nato him, as to 0ne who hath power to der mine 
Cauſes, and to whom appeals.may be niade. And 
if you would have a breit deſtaprion of it, It is 
the pouring out of the humble, penicenr, belei- 
ving foul before the Lord,: + Sam: 1.15. Ov as 
que very pichily dehines it, 1t K Devote anime cum 
Deo colloquiam, that is, It is che malk or conference 
of the devout foul with God, For 2 man barely 
to. (peak in the atr, and hys hearthave no approa- 
ches unto God 11 it, this 1s ;norPrayer in Gods ac- 
count. I cannot therefore :et-pats, that excellent 
ſaying of Bernard, Cum oramia,cem Deo loquimur, 
cans lepimus ,- Deus nobiſcurs lahnitar.: $i vis cm 
Dea Semper eſſe, ſemper 574, &. ſeraper lege ;- that is, 
When we pray, we ſpeak with God; when we 
read, God ſpeake:h with us: If chou wilt always 
be wich God, thets wlways pray,.and always read. 
More plainly and fully : ti a work of the ſpirit of 
(arilt in'tbe beleiving ſoul , by which we defire of 
God alone, tbings lawful and. xeedful, with eonfidence 
to obtain them, throngb the aloe. mediation and. in- 
terceſſion of Chriſt , to the praiſe and glory. of bis 
name. 

So then, if thou wilt pray aright, and find 'ac- 
ceptance with God therein; thou muſt pray to 
bim, and to him alone; in che name, and through 
the alone mediation and interceſſion of Chrifd, 
the powerful, and immediate help and aſliftanice of 
his own ſpirit ; and that beleivingly , from the 
' heart, with underſtanding , and feeling of our 
wants, 
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waits, in fervency of ſpirit, forgivingly, reverent- 
ly and perſeveringly : Without which ingredients, 
never think of pitting up an -cceptabie Prayer 
unto God, with any contdence or aflurance to be 
heard at thetargn1e 1t ace. 

I \kall couch a litele 1pon the particulars, for the 
help of ' ach poor fouls, wiſe defires are tg 
grow into a more [piritua! acquainetatice with 
God. 

Firſt chen, If chovu wile prop at ighe, chou muſt 
pray co God, an] to» firm ©niy, and Chat in che, 
name of Chiift. Gol atone i* to be mvncatedand 
prayedunto, not Saints, nor Angels. Chriſt in his 
prayer which he tavghe hits Diſciples, would have 
us dire our Petitions unco G1 our Father which 
is in Heaven, Luk 11.2. Mit 6 9 And why to 
God alone? 

1. Becauſe God onley is 0-7 preſent , every 
where preſent, in all pizces, and at all cimes. Bur 
this is inconliſtent ro any creature to be abiquitary, 
or preſent inall places. But that God is (o, lee Fer, 
23.23,24. Am I 2 God at band (nth the Lord) and 
not 4 God a faroff * Can any bide himſelf in ſecret 
places, that 7 ſhall not fee bim , ſaith the L»id ? Ds 
nt I fil beaven and earth, ſaith the Lord ? (ee Pſal. 
139.7, $. God is not only the God of the bills, but of 
the valleys alſo. 1 K mg. 20. 25. 

2, Becauſe God as he is Omni-preſent, ſo heis 
Ommniſcient ; he knoweth all chings 5 a!l che hearts, 
of the Sons of men. So ſaid Solowon in the prayer 
he made at the Dedication of che Temple, For 
thow, even thou only knoweſt the heart; of all the chil- 
dren of men, 1 King, $. 39. So Fer. 17.9. Ithe' 
Lord ſearch the beart, and try the reins. Neithey is 
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there any creature , that is not manifeſt in bis ſight, 
but all things are naked and opened to the eyes of bim, 
with whom we bave to do, Hev. 4.13. For the ways 
of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth all his goings, Prov, 5. 21. Doth he 
not ſee my ways, 2ad countall my ſteps, faith Fob ? 
Chap. 31.4. There is no darknels , nor (haduw 
of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide 
themſelves, Job 24.21,22, So Pſal. 94.9, 10,11- 
He that planted the ear, {hail he not hear ? he that 
formed the eye, (hall he not fee ? he chat teacheth 
man knowledge,(hall not he know? the Lord know- 
«th the thoughts of man that they are vanity. 
2. God is ſtited a God bearing prayers, Pſal. 
65.2. and this David could ſpeak experimentally ; 
Verily,God bath beard me : be bath attended to the 
voice of my prayer © bleſſed be God, which hath nat 
turned away my prayer, nor bis mercy from me, Plal. 
66.19, 20. 
4+ Asheisa God hearing prayer, (o he is moſt 
able to help, Pſ./,52.2. I will cry wnto God moſt 
bigh : wnts God that performeth all things for me He 
ſhall ſend from beaven and ſave me, ph. 3. 20.Now 
unto bim that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we as: or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us 3 Tnto bim be glory in the Charch by 
Chriſt Feſus, tbrongbont all ages world witbout end, 
Amen,>0 Aſa,when a mighty hoſt came againſt him, 
in his prayer, lays hold on Gods power and abilicy 
co help, Lord (faith he) it i, nothing with theeto belp, 
whether with many, or with them that have no power : 
belp w © Lord God, for we re(t on thee, and in thy name 
we go againſt this maltitnde,2 Chron,14.11.50 Febve 
ſ«pbat, when a great mulcitude of the Moabites and 
Amonites 
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Amonites came againlt him, he (ers himſelf to ſec 
the Lord, as able and all-ſuthciene co help him, 
And aid, 0 Lord God of our Fathers, art not thou 
God in beaven, and ruleſft nit thou over all the king- 
domes of the Heathen ? and in thine hand is there uot 
power and might , ſo that none is able to withſtand 
thee ? O our God, wilt not thow judge them ? for we 
bave no might againſt this great company that cometh 
againſt us, neither know we what to do, but our eyes are 
upon the? 2 Chrow. 20, 6,12: 

5. Prayer is a Divine Worſhip and a Spiritual Sa- 
crifice. God would have us to call upon him in 
the day of trouble, Pſal. 5-. 15. And if we 
ſhould be ſeeking help from any other; he will take 
it very ill a: our hands. If we have forgotten the 
name of our God, or ftretebed out our bands ts a ſtrange 
gd ( faith the Church all not God ſearch this 
out f for be knoweth the ſecrets of our bearts, Plal. 
44- 20, 21, In every place Incenſe ſhall be offered 
unt) my name, and a pure offering ( faith the Lord.) 
Mal.1 11, So Pal. 141. 2, Let my prayer be ſet 
forth before thee as incenſe: and the lifting up of mine 
bands as an evening ſacrifice, There was given 
to the Angel that ſtood at the Altar, having a 
golden cenſer, much incenſe, Tbat be ſhould offer it 
with the prayers of all Saints npon the golden Altar, 
which was before the throne of God. And the ſmoke 
of the incenſe, which came with the prayers of the 
Saints, aſcended up before God, owt of the Angels 
band, Rev.$.3,4. By this Angel, we are to un- 
derſtand Chrilt our Mediator, called the Angel or 
Meſſenger of the Covenant, or the Angel of Gods 
preſence, Mal. 3. 1. and 1ſa. 63. 9. who alone is 
che High Preiſt of Heaven , and offereth and pre- 
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ſenteth onr prayars with the incenſe of his merit? 
and interceſſion upon the golden Altar, thatis, up- 
on himſelf, unto God, for a (veer (melling avour, 
Ai isceitified, Rom.3.34. Epb.s.2. He5.1.14, See 
alſo Kev.5:5. 

6. In God onely we ought to belezve, therefore 
he onely isto be called npon. Hethat commeth to 
God mutt beleive that be is, Oc, Hev.11.6. The ſame 
Lord whois «ver all, is rich wnto a'l that call upon 
bim. For wh1iſvever ſhall ' call nton the name of the 
Lord ſhalt be faved, Rom. 10,12,13. Again, we 
are to pray unto God in the name of Chrilt, which 
is not rudely and cuſtomarily £+ fy theſe words, 
Through Jeſus Chri/t oler Lord, 5c. but in conſi- 
dence of the merits and interceilion of Chriſt - to 
call ov Go our heavenly Father ; For ſince the 
fall of man one are called tocome to God, or 
have promiſe eo (peed, bat in the name of a Me- 
diazgor, 4 amthe way, the truth and the life, ith 
Chriſt, 1» man commeth'to the Father but by me, 
Joh.14 6: And there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Chrit Feſus, 1 Tim. 
2.15. John calls him! the Advocate ( he who 
pleady our cauſe) with the Father, r Fob, 2.1, 
IWherefore be is able alſo t» ſave them to the uwttermiſt 
that come une» God by bim,ſceing be ever liveth tomakg 
znterceſſion for them, Heb. 7. 25, In Chriſt alone 
we have acceſs to the throne of grace 3 Or as the 
Apoſtle expreſleth it, Throwzb bim we bane an ac+ 
ceſ7 by one ſpirit unto the Father, *Epheſ.2.18. [In 
whom wo have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence 
by the faith of him, Eph.3 12, And what faith Chrilt 
himſelf > Whatſoever ye ſhall as; the Fatber in my 
name be will give it you, Joh.16, 23, $o Col.3.17- 
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' Whztſever ye doin word ant deed, d» all in the name 


of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God, and the Fa- 
they by bim. Angels or Sainrs departed dv nor, 
nor cannot preſent o'r prayers before God, Abra- 
han is ianorant of ws, Ma.63.16. Chriſt onely is our 
Medtiat'rr and High Priett, who getteth an accepta- 
tation of our prayers before God, Heb. 4. 14. 
Rev. 8.3. 

Again, We are to pray in the name of Chriſt 
through che (picit : Likewiſe the Spirit belÞeth onr 
infirmitier, for we know tot what we ſhould pray for 
4 ice ought, but the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſi» 
on for us with groanings which caunot be uttered. And 
be that ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the mind 
of the Spirit, becauſe be makgth interceſſion for the 
Saints according to the will of God Rom, $.26,27. 
But ye btloved, buildhigup your ſelves in your moſt 
holy faith, praying in the Holy ghoft, Jude ver.:0. 
Praying #lways with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirnr,Ephel.6,18. No praying arighe bur in 
and by the Spirit; God #4 Spirit, and they that 
worſhip bim muſt worſhip bim in ſpirit and in truth, 
Joh, 4.14. And prayer ſurely is a principal part of 
his ſpiritual worſhip. Is it not (ad then to con» 
hder how carnal and formal worlhippers do deride 
and make a mock at the Spirit of God ! Olay they, 
you cannot pray,but by the ſpirit. 

So for Faith, that alſo is a neceſſary ingredient 
in prayer. 7ames (peaks of the prayer of faith 
that ſhall Gve the ſick, Fam 5.15. Soalfo 1 Tim. 
2.3. and Mgtth,21.22, And all things whatſoever 
ye ſhall azk in prayer, beleiving ye hall receive ; 
Now this faith will work to the purifying of the 
heart, For if we regard iniquity in oar —_— 
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God will not hear us,Pſa.66.18, We haveing there. 
fore gracious promiſes from God that he will 
grant our requelts, chat he will be very gracious 
unto us at the voyce of our cry, Iſ4.30.19. That 
when we call he will anſwer, I/a-55.9. and deli- 
ver us out of all our attiiftions, Pſal. 34,19. We 
muſt come unto God , beleiving his word, for 
that he is true and faithful ; as Sarabywho received 
ſtreagth co conceive ſeed, and was delivered of a 
child, whenſhe was paſt age; becauſe ſhe judged 
him faichful who had promiſed, Heb.1x.11. But 
if hope to (peed does not accompany our prayers 
they are vain. Let notthe doubting and wavering 
man think chat he (hall receive any thing of the 
Lord, Jam.1.6,7. Yet know withal, that this hope 
ſomeripies is very weakand feeble, and many times 
ſeemsto be overwhelmed in the godly, Pſc13.1,2. 
31-22, and 77-7,5,9- 

Again, As it muſt be a prayer of Faith, ſoit 
mult be from the heart, with fervency of ſpirit. 
Prayer isnota lip labour, nora formal devotion ; 
bur it is the fighsand groans of a broken and peni- 
tept heart, Hannes (pake in her heart when her 
voyce was not heard, 1 Sam.1.13. Moſes is ſaid to 
cry unco the Lord, when we find not one word 
that he uttered with his mouth, Ex14.14.15, Hence 
is the exhortation that we be fervent in ſpirit, ſer- 
ving the Lord, Rom,12.11. Anditisfaid, that the 
effeQual fervent prayer of a righteous man avai- 
leth much, Jam.5.16, As the things we beg are 
of more excellent uſe for us, ſo mult we be more 
eager and importunate with cheLord for the obtain» 
ing of them. I criedunto the Lord with my voice, 
with my voyce unto the Lord did | make my ſup- 

plica- 
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plication. 1 poured ont my complaint before him. 
I ſhewed before him my trouble, P/al.142. 1,2. 
This ſhewed the carneſtneſs and ferventne(s of his 
ſpirit in prayer, So Pſ.85.1. Give ear, Oſhep- 
herd of 7ſraet, thou that dwelleſt berween the 
cherubims, ſhine forth. Before Ephraim, Benja- 
min and Manaſſeb, ſtir up thy trengrth and come and 
fave us : This ariſeth from the conlideration of the 
neceſlity and excellency of what we delire, as allo 
from a burning zeal of Gods glory, and hearty 
love of our brethren, in oppolunon oo a ſpiritof 
hypocrilie, formality, fluggiſhne(s and vain-bab- 
ling ; Thou ſhalt ariſe and have mercy upon Zin : 
For the time to fav er ber,yea the ſet time is come. And 
what then?2For Stons ſake [will not bold mypegce,and 
for Jeruſaler ſake I will not reſt entil the righteouſneſs 
thereof go forth 44 brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof 
as 4 lamp that burneth,P(. 102.13.com,with Ia.62.1, 
Again, when we pray, we mult pray with under- 
ſtanding, 1 Cor, 14-15, Blind devotion is no way 
plealing coGod.T he ſoul without knowledge isnot 
good , Prov, 19. 2. God will not be ſuperſtiri- 
ouſly and ignorantly worſhipped, AGs 17. 22, 23. 
The blind and the lame was not to come into the 
houſe of God. 1f ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is 
it not evil ? and if ye offer the lame and ſick, wit 
not evil } Offer it wnto thy Governour,will he be ples- 
ſed with thee, or accept thy perſon ? Mal.1.8, God 
[ requires tobe ſerved with the mind, Matth.22.37. 
We muſt therefore know the will of God, as he 

hath revealed it unto us, by his commandments, 
promiſes, threatnings , the approved praftices of 
the Saints, and chat we mult dehire and pray for, 
and onely fo as we know Gods word doth warrant 
us, 
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us. This tbe confidence that we have in bim, that 
if we ath, any thing according to bis will, be beareth 
as, 1 Joh.5.14-eAnd whatſoever we a5; we receive of 
him, becauſe we keep bis commandments, and d» thoſe 
things that are pleaſing in bi ſigot, ' John 3. 22. 
So (aid the blind man thathad his tight reltored 
to him again; Now we know that God heareth not 
ſinners, but if any manbe 4 worſhipper of God and 
doth bis will, bim be bearetb, Joh-9.31, 

Again, We mult pray with a freling of our 
wants. Chcilts invitation co comennto him, 15 to 
all chat lavour and are heavy laden, Matth. 11.28, 
' In prayer we lhould feel lin as a burden, and mourn 
undec the leniibilicy of our want of grace. So E. 

braim bemoned himlelt, fer.431, 18. And the 
Church, I/a.63.17. O 1.ord, wby baſt thon made ns 
10 err from thy ways ? and bardned our heart from 
thy fear ? return for thy ſervants ſake the Tribes of 
thine inberitance.. $5 FC vid being made very ſen- 
hble of his greac Fail, after wiat manner is his (pi- 
1it led forth in prayer ? Create in me a clean beart, 
O God, and renew aright ſpirit within me. Ca't me 
mt away from tyy preſence, an4 taze nat thy bly ſpi- 
rit from me. Reſtore wnto me the py of thy ſalvation, 
and upbs/d me with thy free ſpirit, Pidl.,g1.10,11,12, 
Now chis arileth from the conlideration of Gods 
judgements due to fin , and of che neceſlity of (a- 
ving grace, So Ezra; O my God I am aſhamed, 
and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, my God, for our 
aniquities are encresſed over vr heads, and our treſ- 
holds grown wp unto the beaveng, E2.9.6.And the A- 
poltleg being fenfible of the imbicility and weaknels 
of their faith, pray unto the Lord for the increaſe 
of it. And for this thing, Gid Paul, I beſonght the 
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Lord thrice that it might depart from me. So ſenſi. 
ble was he of the thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger 
of Satan that buffeted him, 2 Coy. 12.7, 8. 
Again , our Prayer muſt be accompanied with 
a ſpirit of love and forgiveneſs, fark 11. 25, 
And when ye ſtand praying , forgive , if ye 
have ought againſt any man, that your Fathey 
alſo which is in Heaven » may forgive you your treſ= 
paſſes.” For if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes , 10mr 
heavenly Father will alſo forgive you ; But if ye 
forgive not men their weladie , meithey will your 
father forgive your treſpaſſes , Mat. 6. 14,15. And 
as we mult forgive our cnemies, and ſuch as have 
offended us, {o muſt we hear a hearty affeRion to 
the Children of God , Ephe/. 4. 32. and Celof. 
23, 13s 
. Again , 0: r Prayer muſt be accompanied with 
fear and reverence , inreſpet of the purity and 
Majcſty of that preſence we come into. So faith 
Soelomen , Be mit raſy With thy month , and let not 
thy brart be hafty to utter any thing before Ged 3 
for God is in Heaven , and then npen earth, therefore 
let thy words be few , Eccleſ. 5.2. And we are to 
ſerve God acceptably with reverence, and godly 
fear, Heb, 12. 28. Surcly , did we ſcrioufly con- 
ſider Gods moſt excellent Majeſty , we ſhould not 
raſhly conceive , or utter any thing before him, 
but with reverence. So Abrabam , Behold ſaid hes 
I have now taken wpen me to ſpeak nnto the | ord, which 
am but duſt and aſhes, Gen+ 15. 27. This reve- 
rential fear , is an unfeigned abaſement of the 
mind, proceeding from a conſideration of Gods 
divine Majefty , and our own indignity. So the 
Prodigal , Father I have ſinned againſt Hraves 


196 The Canſes and Cure of 


and inthy fight , and am #0 more Worthy to be called 
thy Son , Luk- 15-21. So Jacob, 1 aw not worthy 
” the lealt of all the mercies , and of all the truth 
which thow haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant , Gen. 
32.10. Jobabborred himſclf, and repented ig uſt 
and aſhes , Job 42.6. The Propher 1/aiah cries 
our he is undone , woe unto him, for bis eyes 
had ſecn the K:ng , the Lord of Hoſts, 1/a. 6. 5. 
and Ezra alſo , h: did bluſh and was aſhamed to 
* lifr up his face ro God, for that their iniquities 
were encreaſed, and their rreſpaſſe grown up un. 
to the heavens, Ezra-9 6. 

Laſtly, our Prayer muſt be with perſeverance, 
withour ceaſing, 1 Theſ-5+ 17. The Parable con- 
cerning the importunate Widow, was to this end, 
that men ought always t pray and not to faint , Luk. 
18. 1. That is, that we ſhould be conſtant and 
carneſt in prayer , uſe all im/orcunity with the 
Lord , and not to faint ; this ts that which will 
diſtinguiſh ns from being Hypocrites, and falſe- 
hearted beforethe Lord ; For what is the hope 
of the Hypocrite , though he hath gained , when 
God taketh away his lov! ? will God hear his 
cry when trouble comme h upon bim ? Will he 
delight himſelf in the Almighty ? will he always 
call upon God ? No , he will not, Job 27. 8, 
9, 10. But the gracious ſoul loves to draw nigh to 
God,and rakes delighc always in his approaching 
to him. 

Thus baving ſpoken of the ſeyeral ingredients 
chat will make up an acceptable Prayer unto the 
Lord 3 I ſhall ſpeak a lictle as to the firgular worth 
excellency , and efficacy. of it; and theworth 
and excellency of ir appears in this : Becauſe , it 
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is a ſweet priviledge which Chriſt hath purchaſed 
of the Father for us , Fphe/. 2.18. Ie is through 
him thas we have an acceſs unto the Father , ſo 
45to come with boldneſs unto the throne of his 
prace , Heb. 4. 16. Hereby we do and may con- 
tinually commune with the Lord after a familiar 
manner , and lay open our griefs into his bo- 
ſome. 
As David , Who am 1 O Lord God, and what 
i my bouſe , that tho haſt brought" we hitherto ? 
And is this the manner of man O Lord Gdd ? 2 San. 
7.18, So again, From the end of the earth will 1 
cry unto thee , when wy heart is overwhelmed; lead 
me to the Rock that is higher then I , for then haſt 
been a ſhelter for me, and a ſtrong Tower from the 
enemy , Pla. 61.2, 3, Hereby we teſtific our duti» 
ful affeQtion to him, as the Prodigal to-bis Father, 
Lack, 15. 18. And become helpers ro others, 
Rom. 15+ 30, Phil: 1; 19. Col. 4- 12. 2 The. 3.1. 
This adds ſtrength to our fairh , and gives life tv 
the graces of God that are in us, By it we obtain 
at the hand of God whatever good we Rand in 
need of , Mat. 7.7. Wa. 65. 24. And do grow 
mo 4+ better acquaintance with God. As Abra- 
ham , Gen- 18, 23, 27. For ſuch is the Promiſe, 
that if we draw nigh to God , he will draw nigh 
tous, fam. 4.8. By it we fight manfully againlt 
our 4n-bred unmortified corruptions , Ephe/- 
6.18. Byit Croſſes are prevented, removed, or 
ſanQified, yea, all things are ſanRified unto us; 
and we are ſo kept and preſerved , that we fall 
not into temptation, 1 Tim. 4-5. Aat- 20. 41. 
Yea , often times we obtain much more good then 
we defire or expe. Solomon begged onely of the 
N Lord 
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'Tord , an 'underſtanding heart , and God gave 
him borh riches, and honour, whick he 6skednert, 
1 King. 3+ 13+ SO able is the Lord co do gaggeding 
ebunteatly above all char we Can a*kx_ or think, 
Epheſ. 3+ 20. So that of_ Prayer , we may Jay», it 
is a Key to open the door of Gv4s treaſure:houle, 
a preſent remedy for an oppreſſed mind , a-giyer 


of ſtrengh to the weak , ani 2n «ip c30s tO 
make a man fit to liveknowinglv, {r :iclully, an; 
ſerviceablygo God in every Hare 55:4 canizuon, 
Col. 1. 9,\A0- What ſhall 1 lay vt i; 7 bytaz one 
ſaich well and truly ; 1: is » Confulatio £-atiznm, 
cure dolentiuw , & ſanitas 68101 un. N Looriart 
for them that mourn, the 1©-07 ſag ww 
and health for thoſe that »: . 44 wats 
force and efficacy what wih 1c .) + « ach 
it notdone ? It goes through: . $4 4ad 
ceaſeth nocunti! ict come wnto ri 3 - 2.4 If 


entreatics willnot do , it will (with rev cre. 4c be 
it ſpoken) lay commands upon him , {/a- 43+ £1 
Yea, it dothas ic were , bind up the bands vi the 
Lord , and hinder him from executing bis judge- 
ments,overcoming him that overcomerh all things, 
Let me alone, faith the Lord to Moſes, or ſuffer me 
that my wrath may wax hot againſt them, (to wit) 
the Iſreclites , that 1 way conſume them , Exod- 
32.16. Abrabamy prayer had ſaved Sedew from 
being deſtroyed , kad there been found ten 
righteous perſons thereia, Gen. 18. Yea, it is 
very obſervable , that the Lord did not leave 
granting, till Abraham left off petitioning, By 
prayer Jacob was delivered from the wrath and 


tury of his Brother E/as, Gen.-32. 11. Joncb | 
out of the Fiſhes belly , Zenah 2, 10, The three | 
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Children from the fiery Furnace * Damict from 
the Lions Det , Dan. 3+ 6: Jonabs, and Paul: 
Mariners from the danger of the Seas ; and 
Foſeph , and Pant y and Silas and Peter, and 
others out of Priſon , AW. 5.116. By Prayer 
fliah ſtayed the Rain three years and fix months, 
ani again obtained Rain , ſo that the earth 
yeilded her fruit , James 5+ 17. By Prayer Eliſhe 
hed the ſpirit'of Fliah dovbled upon him'; and 
procured Bears to deſtroy the mocking Children, 
2 King. 2. raiſed from dearh to life the Shung- 
mites Eon. Ss Chap-4. Had the eyes of bis Servant 
opened , ſo that he ſaw Mountains full of Horſes, 
and Chariors of frreround abour him , and ſmote 
the Syrians with blindneſs , which Camg to take 
him , Chap-* 6- By Prayer 7o2ua commanded 
the Sun to Nand Milt in the midſt of Heaven, 
eritil the people had avenged themſelves upon 
their enemies, fo ro. 12, 13, By Prayer 1ſaiab 
brought back che Sun cen degrees in the Dial of 
Abaz, 2 King- 20 11. By Prayer David fru- 
ſtrared the wicked counſel of Achirgphel., and 
often! pur his enemies co flight, 2 Sum. 15. 31. 
and 16.23. and P/a- 56. 9. ty Prayet Hearkiab 
was delivered from the King ot «{ſyriah ant his 
healrh reſtored unto him again, 1/235. and 
2 King -18. The Ninevites were delivered From the 
jadgements- threatned againſt them , Jonab 3+ 
Petey raiſed Tabitha , and Pax! Extichus , that 
Iizd"' fallen down by ſleeping, A#. 9. 40. and 
20. 10. The Cent rians Serv int, the Canauites 
Daughter, and Lunatick perſons were healed 3 
men blind received their ſight ; fie ſNtammering 
and deaf were made to hear and ſpeak ; Lepers 
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were clenſed , and certain perſons being dead, 
were reſtored to life again- +S9 much availeth 
Prayer with che Lord , if it be fervent. But to 
bring ic a lictle morecloſe as to the preſent viſita- 
tion of the Lord ; See of what force and efficacy 
it hath been with the Lord to appeaſe his wrath, 
and ſtay the execution of his judgments. When 
the Childrea of //rac! fell a murmuring , and 
had greatly provoked the Lord by their unbe- 
lief , inſomuch chat the Lord threatned to ſmite 
chem with Peſtilence, and dilinherit chem ; Aeſes 
falls 2'pleading and interceeding with che Lord for 
them. . Pardon I beſcech thee , the iniquity of 
this people , according unto the greatneſs of thy 
mercy , and as thou haſt forgiven this peopke 
from Egypt , even until now. And the Lord 
ſaid , 1 have pardzed according to thy word, Numb. 
14, 12,19, 20. Sothat only thoſe men whobrought 
wp the evil report 1: 50n the land, dyed by the Plagne 
before the Lord, veil. 37+ So in the caſe of Korab 
Dathan and eAbirem , when the Congregation of 
the Children of /7acl murmurcd againſt Moſes 
and Aarod, ſaying , they killed the prople of the 
Lord ; This ſo greatly incenfed the Lord , that 
he bad them go «p from the congregation , that ke 
might conſume them in 4 moment ; Hereupon the 
Text ſaies , they fell upon their faces , and Aaron 
according to the command of Molcs,, takes bit 


Ceuſer and puts fire therein, from off the Alter, and 
put on Incenſe , and made an attonemtst for the 


people, for there wat wrath gone ont from the Lords 
the Plague Was begin. And Aaron ſtood berwees 
the dead and the living , and the Plague wat 
ſtaid 3 Numb. 16, 45,462 47» T his ſhewerh how 
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greatly the Prayers and ations of Gods Servants 
do prevail with him , when they are faithful, fer- 
vent, and according to his will, Fam. $, 16. 
1 Fobn 5. 14. and foreſhewell ali ihe power and 
efficacy of Chrilts meditation for poor linners,who 
is repreſented by the Angels ſtanding at the Altar, 
having @ golden Cenſer , and much incenſe given 
wnto bim , to offer it with the prayers of all Saints, 
Rev. 8. 3- 

For God heareth him always, Jobn 11, 40. 
And he it is that makes intercelſion for the 
tranſgreſſors , Iſa. 53.12. and is che attonement 
or propitiation for our fins , « Fobn2. 1. and for 
his fake God before whom the Peltilence goeth, 
in wrath remembreth mercy , Hab.3. 2, 5, And 
as the blood of the Paſchal [amb (figuring the 
blood of Chriſt , 1 Cor. 5. 7.) ſtayed the Angel 
which deſtroyed the Egyptians trom touching the 
Iſraelites , Exod. 12. 23. Heb. 11. 28, So the 
ſmoke of Aaroms incenie (figitring the medita- 
tion of Chriſt , Pſa. 141. 2. Kev. $. 4. Stayed the 
Plague here from the Iſraelites which ſurvived. 
That as it is written of the Peltilence in Da- 
vids time , The Lord repented bim of the evil, 
and ſaid to the Angel that deſtroyed the people ; It 
is enough , ſtay now thy band, 2 Sam. 24. 16, So 
in this verſe, the further efficacy an etfeft of faich- 
ful fervent prayer, for the removal of this fore vi- 
heation of the Lord, 1s clearly held forth in that 
Prayer of Solomon at the Temples dedication 3 
If there be in the Land Famine , if there be Peſti- 
lence , whatſvever Plague , whatſoever Sickneſs 
there be , what Prayer and Supplication ſoever be 
mage by any man , A. all thy people Ifrael, 
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which ſpall kynw every man the plague of .his own 
beart, and If read forth bis bands towards this baxſe. 
Then bear thou in beaven thy dwelling place, and for- 
give, and dy, Kc, 1 King. S. 37, 38, 39, andthe 
Lord gave approvation to tais prayer of his, as 
you have heard. Thus you fce in what way the 
Lord hath uſuaily been found for the diverting 
of his judgments, and in which he hath ingaged 
himſelf co hear, and co be entreated, 

Shall we conider a lictle then, what is the gene- 
ral ſpirit of the Nation at this time ; now that 
the hand of God lies fo heavy upon it, I there 
any preparation now of meeting God, in this way 
ot humble and fairhful ſupplication ? O England 
where are thy tears, where are thy ſtrong crys unto 
unto the Lord ? Will noe the King of Nineveb 
riſe up in judgmear agai 1lt thre, and condemn thee? 
He commanded that M11 2nd Bealt ſhould be co- 
vered with fackcl}ota, and cry mightily unta God, 
and turn every one from his evil way , and 
from the violence tat w2s 11 cheir hand 3; and God 
was enti eel, and wine away from his herce an» 
oer, that they perithed nor. 

What elmmkett cx.-1, O Exzland, of thy tins? 
Have taey not bee crying lins ? May aot the Lord 
ſpeak uncothee, and fy, as unto Cain ; Ibo ſlew 
bis Brother, what haſt thwe dane? The voice of #by 
Brothers bio3d cryeth unt» me from the ground, Gets» 
4, 10. Or as Fames in his cime, to the rich ungod- 
ly men of that generation ; Bebold tbe bire of the 
Labourers, which bave reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kypt back by fraud, cryeth, and the 
cries of them which bave reaped, are entred into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbath, Te bave lived in ples- 


ſure 


| 
| 
| 
k 


j 
: 
o 
& 
: 


the PESTILENCE, 193 


ſure on the earth, and been wmnton + ye have nowrilly. 
ed your bearts as in a 4ay *f Izw1'ter ; Te have cons 

| demned and killed the jſt, and Anh nt reſiſt you, 
James 5+ 4, 5, ©- : 

May it not be ſaid of thy tins, as 15 far of the lin; 
of Babylon, That ber finr bave reached unto bea« 
ven, and God bath remembrc4 ber iniqnities, Rev, 
18.5. Surely thy fins haye been crying lns, they 
have entred into the ears of the Lord, they have 
reached unto heaven : Go hath heard thy hide- 
ous Oaths, thy new helliſh invented Uaths, thy 
horrid execrations and curiings, thy reviliags and 
blaſpemings. But whom haſt thon reproacked and 
blaſphemed ? and againit wiom halt choy exalted 
thy voice ? and lifred up tine eyes 03 high ? may 
it not be faid of thee, a5 of railing Rabpbekab; 
Even againſt the boly ane of Iſrael ? And if thy lins 
have cryed (o loud, mayit chou not think that 
thy erars and crys for pardon [hould found as loud 
in the ears of God ? 

Burt where are thy repentings and mournings ? 
where are thy weepings and fuppticaticons ? Sure» 
ly, I eremble eo think, what ſtill-mine ears do hear 
and mine eyes fee, how tew of choſe lin; ace left, 
which cauſe the Land eo mourn, and the Lord to 
have a controverſie with che ininabitants thereof. 
May it not be laid co thy charge, even now when 
thoufands are (wept away by this Jeitc »ying judge- 
ment, that when God calls to weeping and mourn» 
ing, to faſting and praying ; behold, joy and glad- 
nels, (laying oxen and killing ſheep , eating Eeih 
and drinking wine , playing and gaming, ranting 
and roaring, curſing and (wearing, pride and vu- 
luptuous hving ? And what faid the Lord ? Swre- 
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ly this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you , bill ye 
dye, 1G3.22.12,13,14Nay, is it notmoſt fad and la- 
mentable rocontider,as it is very crediblyrepoi ted, 
that ſome under the hand of Gods vilitation, Jo 
dye ſwearing and curling, in a molt dreadful and 
deſperate manner- 

Well then , conſider this ye that forget God, 
lelt he tear you in peices, and there be none to de- 
liver, before the whole land be devoured by the 
fire of his jealouſic, and that he make a ſpeedy 
riddance of all ach as dwell in the land. Bur for 
you, who have received an anointing from the ho- 
ly one, and are acquainted with the divine art of 
prayer, and holy conterence and familiarity with 
God ; be much in the exerciſe of chis heavenly 
Skill, be now improving to the utmoſt your in- 
tereſt in God ; lift up your voice with [trength, 
ſtir up your (elves and take hold of him. And if 
your conlciences tell you, you have fallen by your 
miquities, even in the late Apoitacy. Take with you 
words, and turn unt? tbe L rd, ſay unto bim . 1 ake 
away all iniquity, and receive us 2raciouſly. Say: 
unto him, Aſhur all nt ſave ws, we will not ride * 
wpon borſes, neither will we ſay any more to the work 
of our bands, ye are our gods, Hoſea 14-1, 2,3+ Say 
unto him, O Lord, though our iniquiries teltifie 
againſt us, do thou it for thy cames lake, for our 
back-ſlidings are many , we have linned againſt 
thee. O the hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof 
in time of t:ouble_ why ſhould thou be as a 
Itranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man, that 
rurneth altde £o tarry for a night ? Why (houldit 
thou be "2 man aſtoniſhed, as a mighty man that 
cannot ſave ? yet thou, O Lord, art in the midſt of 

us, 
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1s, and we are called by thy name, leave us not, 
Fer. 14.7, $,9- Say, IP; are all & an wich an thing 
and all ouy righteouſnefÞ are «s filthy raggs, andwe 11 4, 
fadeas 8 leaf and our iniquities like the wind bag taken 
us away; But yet, O Lord, thou art our Fathe, ; ,, 
are the clay, and thow our potter, and we all ,ro th, 
work of thy band. Be not wroth very ſore, O p,,q, 
neither remember iniquity for ever : behold, ſee we 
beſeech thee, we are thy people, Ia. 64. 6,8, 9, Thine 
enemies roar in the midft of the Congregation, they (4 
up their enſigns for ſigns : They bave eaſt fire int, 
xl $ anlinary, they bave defiled, by caſting down the 
dwelling place of thy name to the ground. They [aid 
in their bearts, let ws deſtroy them together : 0 Gad, 
bow long ſhall the Adverſary reprogch ? ſhall the ene- 
my blaſpbeme thy name for ever ? Why withdrawe( 
thou thy band, even thy right band 7 pluck it out of 
thy biſome, Wilt tbow refrain thy ſelf for theſe 
things, O Lord? wilt thou bold thy peace, and of- 


_ fiſt us very fore, Plal. 74. And let the Preifts, the 


Miniſters of the Lord weep between the Porch and th; 
Altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people , O Lord, 


. and give not thy beritage to reproach, that the beatben 
ſhould rule over them : wherefore ſhould they ſay 


among the people, Where is their God ? Then will the 
Lord be jealous for bis land, and pity bis people, Joel 
2,17, 18, Yea, let the Lords Watchmen, whom 
God hath (er upon the Walls of 7er»ſalem, never 
hold their peace day nor night ; even thoſe who 
make mention of the Lord, and are the Lords 
remembrancers, let them not keep filence. 
And give bim no reſt , till be eſtabliſh and make bis 
Jeruſalem s praiſe in the earth, Wa. 62.6, 7. Till 
the heavens drop down from above, and the skies 


| pour 


186 The Cateſts'and Cure of 


- pour down righteouſneſs, and the earth open, and 
bring forth ſalvation, and righteouſneſs ſpringup 
cogether, Iſa. 45. 8, Till the Lord of Hoſts be ex- 
alted in judgement, and God that is boly be ſantlified 
in righteowſneſ, la.5.16. Thus much forthe fourth 
foveraign Receipt, 


The Fifth Spirienal Receipt. 


5ly. The next Spiritual Receipe , and eſpecial 
preſervative again(t chis Peltilential {icknels, which 
I ſhall recommend unto thee, is this, Have thy 
dwelling now in the ſecret place of the moſt bigh, 
Plal. 91.1. or as it is further expreſt in the 9. ver. 
of the fame Pfalm, Make the Lord thy refuge, even 
the moſt bigh thy babitation. 

In Peſtilential and contagious times , and when 
the lickneſs comes near £o our own houſes , moſt 
men and womens thoughss are bufied abour their 
habirations and dwellings ; where they ſhall remove 
and have their beings, (o as they think they may be 
molt ſafe and ſecure from the ftroke of Gods Vili- 
cation ; and therefore they will chuſe ( eſpecially 
ſuch as are more able and wealthy ) the belt coun. 
ery where is the beſt aire, and moſt healchful foil, 
and the beſt company, and food, and ſuch other 
accommodations, as may probably conduce to the 
keeping of themſelves in a (ound and healchful 
conlticution. In ſome caſes ſuch proviſions as 
theſe may be neceſſary , expedient , and lawful. 
And therefore it is upon my heart now to direft 
thee where thou mayſt rake up a molt ſecure and 
lafe habitation, and that is in God, in the ſecret 
place of che moſt bigh, under the ſhadow of = 
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Almighty 4 and let me tell thee , whoever thou 
art that ſeekeſt ſecurity and protettion elſewhere, 
and cakeft not up thy dwelling in God, thou wilt 
be fraftrated in thy expetation. Showldſt thox bid 
thy ſolf in the top of Carmel, Amos 9.3. Or take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the nitermo 

parts of the ſea, Plal, 139. 9- even there his hand 
will find thee our, and the ſtroke of his indignati- 
on will light upon thee. The only way then to 
ſecure thy (elf, is not eo be flying from, but to be 
flying unto God ; to be living and dwelling in 
God. God as he is a (ſecret) place, fo heis a ſecure 
place. Every man would be there (eſpecially in 
times of danger ) where he may be moſt ſecret and 
ſecure. But what may we underſtand by making 
God our habiration, or by dwelling in the fecrert 
place of the molt high, The words are very com- 
prehenſive, and of a large extent, but I ſhall re- 
duce chem under (ome following heads ; after 1 
have touche a little by way of explanation , or 
opening of them. | 

By tae ſecret place of the moſt high, we may 
underſtand Heaven, the ſeat and throne of God, 
which the Scripture holds forth under theſe chree 
denominations or exprefſions, 
ou wit, His bigh place, bis holy place, bis ſecret 
place. 

His bigh place, Pfal. 93. 4. The Lord on bigh is 
mightier then the noiſe of many waters, Pſal. 97+ 9. 
Thou Lord art bigh ab»we all the earth, above all peo- 
ple, Plal.99.2. The Lord is high above all Nati- 
ons, and his glory above the heavens, Ibo is like 
unto the Lid our God , who dwelleth on bigh, Pal. 
113.5. heaven is a high place. | 

So 
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So it! is his} Holy place, in Pſal. 46, 4. they are 
joyned both together : The Kiver , the ſtreams 
where»f make glad the Cityof God ; is (aid to be, 
the boly place of the tabe-nacles of the mnt high. So 
in Iſs. 57.15. Thus ſaith the bigh and lofty ime that 
inbabiteth eternity , whoſe name # boly ; And mark 
what follows? I dwell in the bigb and boly place, 
with bim alſo that is of a contrite and bumble bir 
&c. In Pal. 63.5. of Fatber of the fatherleſs, 
and a Judge of the widows, is God in his boly babita- 
tion, that 15, j3n heaven his holy habitation, or the 
habitation of his holineſs, and of his glory, as it 1s 
termed, 7ſa. 63. 15, 

So here it is called his Secret place, the lecret 
place of che moſt high ; and heaven may very ficly 
be called Gods lecret place, as well as his high and 
holy place 3 becauſe God and Chriſt, and the chings 
of heaven and eternity, they are (ecrer, hidden, and 
myſterious things. Great is the myſteryof godlineſr, 
1 Tim. 3. 16, So in Col. 1. 26. Tae Apoſtle 
calls it, The my/ery bid from ages and generations, 
but now ( faith he) is made manifeſt to bis Saints; 
and the Saints them(clves they have hut an impers 
fect (ight of God. Weſee but his back party, Exod. 
33- 23. but as through a glaſs darkly ; We know but 
in part, but when that which is perfett is come, then 
that which is imperfelt ſhall be done away, 1 Cor. 13+ 
9, 10, 12, Henceit is, that God is (aid, To dwellin 
that light which ny man can approach nuts, whom no 
man bath ſeen, or can ſee,2 Tim. 6. 17. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt may be ſaid to be Gods Secret 

lace, 
: 1+ In that he is (aid as before, To be the myſtery, 
which was kept ſecvct ſince the world began, Rom, 16+ 
25» 2.1n 


5 


the PESTICENC E, i189 - 
2.1n reſpet of that incomprehenhble untog that ; 
is betwixt the Father,and the Son, Fob. 17.21. 

3« Becauſe the declaration or revelation of the 
Father is from Chriſt, -who is in the boſome of the 
Father, Johs 1. 18. and thats a Secret place. And 
the Apoltle ſpeaks of a life that is hid with God jn 
Chrilt,Col. 3: 3. 

4. lareipect of Chriſlts eternity with the Father, 
The Lord peſſeſſing bim in the beginning of bis way, 
before bis works of old. Then was Chriſt by bim, as 
one brought up with bim, Prov. $. 22, 3O. 

5. Chrilt himſelf 15 (aid eo be, A bidding place 
from the wind, and a covers from the tempe(t Ma,32.2. 

3. The Church (which was tigured by the Ta- 
bernacle) may be ſaid co be Gods Secret place, his 
dwellino place. God bath defired it far bis babiteti- 
an; This ( laith he ) 15 my reſt for ever, bere will I 
dwell, for I have defire {it Plal.132.13,14: To which 
purpoule is that 1» Pſal. 27.5. where we read of 
the ſecret of his tabernacle, /n the [ceret of bis ta- 
bernacle frail be hide me 3; which hath reference to 
the Sanctuary or Ark, the phce of Gods abode or 
vitble preflence, {o to be hid m his pavihon, the 
Prophet declares the a(lurance he had,being ſhroud- 
ed under Gods protectioznhide me or keep mefſaſe, 
a4 in the moſt holy place of thy Sanftuary, where 
uone might enter, but the High Preiſt, and that alone, 
once every year, and not without hload neitber,wbich be 
offered for htmſelf, and for tbe errers of the people Heb . 
9.7. And this is called Godi'fecret or hidden place, 
Ezchk 7.22. As his Saints are called his hidden ones, 
Pſal.$3.3. $0 Pſal.31.20.Tbaxiſhalt bide them in the 
ſecret of thy preſence, or thou hideſt them in the hiding 
place of thy preſence, where thou always looks unto 

them, 
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them,in ſecret favour which the world knoweth not 
of. So then to dwell in the ſecret place of the moſt 
high , isto dwell in God, in Heaven, in Chriſt, 
in his Church , to have 2 converſation with God 
inthe heavens ; A+the Apoſtle expreflerh ic, Phil. 

3. 20. For our converlation isin Heaven ;z To have 
our affeftions on things above, C4.3.2. to live 

2 life of fellow(hip and communion with Cod, a5 
the Apoltle J-bn expreli-thit, 1 Fob, 1.3, 

Again , | © make God our havitation, includes 
theſe four or hve particulars. 

r, A mans habitatio1 15 the place of his conſtant 
rehdence and abode. 

2; It is the place of lis ſafety , ſecurity , and 
ſtrength. 

3+ It is the place of his ſecrecy. 

4+ Iris the place of his recreation, deletarion, 
or delight. 

5. le is che chief place of his negotiation ,coms 
merce and converte, WT - 

Under theſe five heads , or (everal fences, may 
we underitand our dwelling in God, or making 
God our habitation. 

t. Thenche place of # mans dwelling , is the 
place of his conſtant retidence or abode, When 
we would ſpeak with a man , we enquire where 
be dwells, where bis habication is, for there we 
ſuppote he is rehident;z So chen , if thou dwelleſt | 
in-God , if God is thy habitation, thou wile have 
thy conſtant abode with him , thy reſidence with 
him ; chis holds forth a fixed tation or habitation | 
a. and with God. Thou wile not be as a ſtranger 
ina forreign Land, and 2s a wayfaring man, that 
curneth afide to tarry for a night , as Feremgab ex» 


prel. 
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preſſcth it , Coop. 14: 8, Thou wilt act take up a 
nights ' lodging vs with hin , aad then away.,. and be 
gone z Travellers and wayfaring men, uſe to do, 
but thou wilt abide with him , ſet uþ thy dwel- 
ling vw ich him 3 many will out 'of 3, complement, 
now :nd then . go and give a Fried or. an Ac- 
quaiptanice a vilit 4 or for diverlions fake, being 
tixed jt may be in their Shops , through multi- 
cy, of bulineſs , aad their worldly negotiati- 
ons, they are williag co take a little recreation, 
wheathenc *111 beſt dilp« nce with it. Lven (o do 
many deal with God , they will give him, it may 
be ,. >} compirmeyra! VIilic HOW Atl " then 5 Some, 
Cy wall ge & Church new and. Mews and hear 
Divine Servire (36 they call it) ox, it- may, be:af 
they ear wee a able powertul map Preacheth, 
they will, perzays our of a humgur ,,or ſome 
IC hing de: al C20 and hear him 3 A; 4] others chey 
will give eo. 2 vilitaow andthza ;. it ic be bug to 
ſtop ce ,mouth of coalcience, they will pray maw 
a04 rhe: 1, aad hear now and then, whea their 
r1.liy occalions will give them leave, they will 
be lervieg God when they know not how toferve 
thenilelyg;. Nay , it may be , they. will go a 
(ir2in higher, and exprefs ſome. kind. of delight 


in what they do, it ſhall be ſome kind of .recre- 


ation 1960 them now , and thento come amoag 
the aliemvlies of Gods. Saints , like thoſe 'whom 
Cie Lord repoves, in the Prophet [Exzelyels time, 
locward bearers they were, they {pake one $0 aug» 
Lec, Every one to. his Brother , laying, Come. T 
pray you ,.and bear wha is 1b« word that cametb forth 
from the Lord y 4d (ares the Lord) tbey.come xw- 
to thee ws tbe people camub , and they fit before vbee 
they 
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» t, and they bear thy words, but the 
o ay jo them ; for with their mouth they Fas. 
, much love , but their beart goeth after their cove- 
towſneſt. And lo , thou art unto them as a very lovely 
ſong of one that bath a pleaſant voice , and can play 
well on an inſtrument ; for they bear thy words, but 
they do them not , Ezek. 33. 30,31, 32, O he's a 
gallant man , a learned man, (ay they , how ex. 
cellently did he (peak ? even like a lovely ſong, 
that ſoundeth pleaſantly. So is it ſaid of Herod, 
thac he heard Jobs the Baptiſt, and obſerved 
him ; yea, didmany things, and heard _ — 
yet rather then he will part with his Herodzas, his 
darling fin , off mult go his head, Mark 6. 20, 
*Bur chis'is not to dwell with God. Some people 
they have their fits in Religion, they will be ſeem- 
ingly devour now and then , ande(pecially if their 
religion (wims along with the times, and is in fa. 
ſhion , anda itep et worldly preferment, ſo long 
they will follow Chrilt ; but theſe not having root 
in chemſelves, endure but for a while ; for when 
tribulation or perſecution artfeth , becauſe of the 
word, by and by chey are oftended, Mat.13.21. See 
then that chou haft chy dwelling , in God thy fixt 
"habitation and abodein God. So had the Church 
m Pſe. 90. 1,2. Lord, Thow haſt been our dwelling 
place in all generations ; Before the Mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou badſt formed the earth ; 
even from everlaſting to everlaſting , thow art Gad, 
This Pſalm is (aid co be a Prayer of Moſes the man 
of God, in which Moſes does acknowledge the 
Lord to be their dwelling place , their habitation 
or manſion-houſe , or place of retreat in all ge+ 
nerations , in all cheir trayails chrough the =_ 
e 


ble Wilderneſs , wherein God lead them ; God 
was a refuge unto them in their greateſt ſireighes, 
and troubles at all times ; He had promiſed that 
his preſence ſhould go with him, and that he 
wouldgive him reſt , Exod. 33. 14. and Moſes did 
experiencethe truth of it. And therefore in Det, 
33-26,27. Itis aid , There is none likg wnto the 

God of Jeſuran , who rideth upon the beavens for 
thy belp , and in his excellency on the rkie ; The 

eternsl God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 

everlaſting armes 5, So in the 29, verſe, Happy art 

thow, O Iſrael; Who is like unto thee, O people, 

ſaved by the Lord , the ſhieldof thy belp , and who 

is the Sword of thy excellency , and thine enemies 

ſhall be found liers unto thee , and thou ſhalt tread 

pon their bigh places ; And then indeed mayſt chou 

be aid co dwell in God, to havea conſtant abode 

with him, 

1, When (as David) thouart continually with 
him , Pſa.73- 23- and (er'it the Lord allways bes 
fore thee , Pſa. 16, $. This will awe us when we 
have opportunities and temptations £o ſecret lins, 
Gen, 39,9. This will poſſeſs us with more reve- 
rence and godly fear in duties of his worfhip and 
ſervice, 1 Cor. 11, 10. This will provoke us to 
diligence in every good work. The eye of the 
Maſter makes a diligent Servant, Col. 3. 22, This 
will comfort us in our aftlitions, andencourage us 
againit ferrs 3 If we walk chrough the Valley 6f 
the ſhadow of death , we (hallfeac no evil, if che 
Lordis with us, Pſa. 23.4. Ang he will be wich 
us while webewith him, 2 Chron. 15. 2. If we 
ſer, the Lord always before us, we ſhall not be 
moved, Pſs. 16. $8. Moſer endured , as ſeeing 

09 him 
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him who is- inviſible, Heby: 11. 27. 

2, Then mayſt thou be ſaid ro dwell in God, 
and make him thy habitation and conſtane place 
of abode \,, when thou makeſt him thy chiefeſt 
good , when thou choſeſt him as thy portion, 
and chief happineſs, and liveſt wholly upon him 
as thy All im all , Row, 11, 36, When his name 
and glory is firſt inſcribed on thy heart, chiefly 
in thineeye, and principally as thine end and aim, 
in all thy ations and undertakings, 1 Cor. 10.31, 
When thou canſt Gay with the Pſalmift, hom beve 
T in beaven bit thee, and there is none upon earth 
that I defire beſides thee : My fleſh and my beart 
faileth ; but God is the ſtrength i my beart and my 
portion for ever , Pla.73.26, Then wilt thou not 
know , nor delire , nor love any creature, but 
purely , as ſubordinate co God. If this were but 
ſetled in our hearts, how would it ballaſt chem, 
and keep them fieddy , that they would not be 
tofſed up and down with the various occurrences 
of this life , neither lifc up with Proſperity , nor 
caſt down with adverlity , for whether we have 
more of theſe things, chey make no conhiderable 
addition tous ; God 15 our happinels, and not the 
creature ; or whether we have leſs of cheſethings, 
it is no diminution to our happineſs; we ſtill have 
our portion : We are bat as 2 man thathath curned 


his eſtate into money , though he hath not houfez, | 


nor lands, nor flocks, nor herds; yet he hath chat | 
which anſwers oll things, Ecclef. 10. 19. Soitis 
with one that hath Godfor his portion, whoſe 5 
the carth and the fulneſs thereof ; He can with 
Habakkak , rejoyce in God, in the deprevation 


and abſence of all other things , Heb. 3+ 17, 15 
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Aad (ay with Paz! , As ſorrowful , yet alway re. 
joyeing 3 «8 poor , Fr makzug many rich; as having 
nothing , yet poſſeſſing all things ; 2 Car. 6. 10. 
Give twenty pounds to a poor man, and you make 
him; cake fo much from him, and you undoe 
him ; but it is nothing in a rich mans Purſe, that 
hath chouſands coming in yearly 5 Let an uibe- 
leiver looſe the World , and he looſeth all ; he 
complains with Laban that his gods are gone, let 
him have theſe things in abundance, and he is 
tranſported like Haman, but theſe are (mall things 
with him , whoſe portion is the Lord; And there- 
fore call nothing proſperity or pleaſure , but his 
love, and nothing adverſity or miſery but his diCſ. 
pleaſure. When any ching would ſeem lovely and 
delireable which is againit him , call it Dung 3 
And hear that man , as Satan or the Serpent, that 
would entiſe thee from him 5 and count him but 
vanity , a worm and dult, that would affrighe 
thee from thy duty eo him. 

3. Then maylt thou be ſaid to dwell in God, 
to have thy conſtant abode with him 3; When thou 
ſhale prize all opportunities of communion with 
God in his Ordinances ; as Prayer, Reading, 
and Hearing , the Word of God. So David, As 
tbe Hart panteth after the water=brooks , ſo panteth 
my ſoul after thee O God ,, Pla. 42. 1. 0 God thow 
art my God , early mill I ſeek tbee; my ſoul thirfteth 
for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee , in @ dry and 
thirſty land , where no water is. To ſer thy power 
and thy glory , jo 4s I bave ſeen thee in the Santtu- 
ary , Pla, 63-1,2. and$4. 1,2. How amiable are 
thy Tabernacles © Lord of Hofts ? my ſoul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord 3 my 
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beart and my fleſh eryeth ont for the living God, So 
Pſal, 122.1. I was glad when they ſaid unto me ; 
let ws go into the Honſe of the Lord, This to do is 
our Duty, and our Priviledge. 

1. Ir is our Duty, aud pert of that homage 
which we owe © God, as our Lord and Lawgiver, 
by prayer to acknowledge our dependance on him, 
Pſal. 65. 2. and our ſubjeftion co him , by fitting 
down at his feet, to receive the Law from his 
mouth, to take our inſtruftions from him, Det. 
—. | 

2. It is our Priviledge, which coſt ewo of the 
greateſt gifts which heaven could afford, Eph.2.17. 
the Son of God,|that we might have acceptance; The 
Spirit of God, that we might have aſliſtance. W hat 
breater priviledge are we capable of ? then at any 
time to go and reveal our cauſe to God, and to 
pour out onr complaints before him, Jer, 20. 12. 
To have leave to beg any thing of him, Lak.11.13. 
To ask Counſel of aim, Pſal. 119.24, There be- 
ing in our communion with God a transfuſi- 
on of (pirics, the Lord communicating his Spirit 
or Divine Nature to 1s therein, 2 Cor. 3+ 18, Be- 
fides our own prelling neceſſities, which ſhould 
daily provoke us hereto. And the oftner we come 
to God, the more welcome ſhall we be, Cant, 
2. 14. and the more boldneſs, and liberty, of ac- 
ceſs we (hall have ; diſ-uſe and. in-frequency,breed- | 
ing a {trangnels betwixt God and che Soul, and | 
"deading the heart co communion with him. | 
**.2, A Mans Houſe is the place of his ſafety, ſecu- 
rity, and ſtrength: We uſe co ſay, a mans Houſe 
is his Caſtle ; then we make God our habitation, 
when we make him our refuge and our Tags 
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So did David, 1 will love thee, O Lord, my (trength* 
The Lord is my rock, and my furtreſs , ana my des» 
liverer : my God, my ſtrength in whom I will zruſt, 
my buck/er, the born of my ſalvation , and my bigh 
rower, Pſal. 18. 2. God was hjs itrength, bis de- 
fender in all adveriities 3; God was his rock, where 
he fledjfor refuge, when hunced and purſued by his 
enemies, his fortreſs or ſtrong hold, wherein he 
was ſafely kept and preſerved ; his ſherild co over- 
lhadow and defend bim. The i.orn of his (ai vati- 
on, that is, the ſtrength of his deliverance , and 
the high cower or {trong tower of his proteQtion, 
wherein to his righteous foul did run and was 
ſafe, Prov. 18, 10. In the 61. Pſal. 2. and 3, David 
prayeth , Tbat God would lead bim to tbe. rock, that 
ws bigher then he. For thou baſt been a ſhelter for me 
( faith he) aud a ftrong tower from the enemy, So 
in the Pal. 71. 3- Be thou my ſtrong babitation, 
whereunto I may continually reſort. Be thou to me 
for a rock of habitation, where I may continually 
fly unto in all my difficulties and diftrefſles. See 
allo Pſal. 31.2, With what confidence in God was 
the Chuch carried forth upon thisaccount 4 Ged #s 
our refuge and ſtrength, s very preſent belp in trouble, 
Therefore will not we fear , thowgh the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midſt off the ſea. Though the waters thereof roar 
nd be troubled, tbongh the monntgins ſhake with the 
ſwelling thereof, Plal. 46, 1, 2,3- By the changing 
of the earth, and remqving of mountains, are 
often meant the alteration of States and Polities, 
Hagg, 2.21, 22. Jerem. 51.25, Rev. 6.14. By 
which We arg. given to underſtand , That in the 
rime of the greateſt mutations and revolutions in 
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time of the greatelt tofingsand tumblings, turn. 
ings and over-rturniags, the Church would got be 
diſmayed, but confidently expett deliverance from 
God. 

- Well then, if ghou wilt make God thy habita- 
tion, thy place of ſecurity and ſtrength, thy rock 
and thy fortreſs 3 Thou wilt make him thy only 
rock, thy only ſtay and cruſt ; thou wile ſeek help 
and deliverance in all thy ſtreights and trouble 
from him, and from him only. He only (faith the 
Plalmiſt ) is my rock and my ſalvation , be is my de- 
Fence, I ſhall not be moved, And from hence it is 
that he encourages his ſoul, To waite only wpgn God, 
telling us that his expeCtation was from him, P/al. 
62. 6, 7, Nor would he truſt in his Bow, nor on 
his Sword to (ave him. Pſal. 44.6. 

Now then dolt thou make God thy only rock, 
thy only refuge > Doſt thou fiye unto him in all chy 
ſtreights, and to him only ? or haſt chou recourſe 
to ſome other rock ? to ſome other refuſe ; Take 
heed of eruſting in man and making fleſh thine 
arm : There's a curie denounced agiinſt ſuch, Jer, 
17.5. Dolt thou go down into Egypt, to ſtreagchen 
thy (elf in the ſtrength of Pharaoh ? know then, 
that thou truſteſt bur upoa a broken ſtaff, and 2 
bruiſed reed, as Rabſbekeb aid ro Hezelzab, 2 King. 

18, 21, even ina ſhadow. And that the ſtrengeh 

of Pharavb ſhall be thy ſhame, and the truſt in the 

ſhadow of Egypt thy confuſion, Iſa.30.2,3., Doſt 
thou pur thy cruſt 1n Princes, or in the Sons of 

Men > know that thou truſts but in a ſhadow 

likewiſe, F*dz. 9. 15. and that there is no help in 

them ; their breath goerh forth , they return to 
their earth, in that very day their thoughts pe- 
riſh, 
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rilh, Pſal. 46- 3, 4+ And that its better to truſt an 
tbe Lord, then to put confidence in man ; yea, then to 
put confidence in Prizces, Plal. 118.8, 9. Dolt thou 
eruſt in graven Image-, 3nd lay to che molten Ima» 
res; ye are our gods? know thou (halt be. curnaed 
back, and be greatly alhamed , yes, confounded, 
Iſa. 42.17. Pal. 97.7. 1s thy ertiit (uch as is the 
hope of hypocrites ? know that the hypocrites 
hope ſhall periſh and be cut off, and his eruſt (hall 
be as a ſpiders web, Fob $. 14. Doſt thon make 
gold chy hope, and (ay tv tae tine gold, thou 
art my confidence ? trulting in the abundance of 
chy wealth, and ſtrengrhening thy lelf in thy wick» 
ednefs : know that chis is an iniquity to be puniſhs 
ed by the Judge, for that thou demett God that 185 
above, Fob 31.24, 28. Yea, furtner know , That 
God ſhall deſtroy thee for ever, and take thee away, and 
pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, a14 root thee out 
of the land of the living. And the rightexzs ſhall ſee, 
and fear, and lawgb at thee (and (ay) Lo this is the 
Man that made not God bit jtrength, Plal. 52.5, 
6,7. Dolt thou crult in thine own beauty, and 
play the harloc, and pour out thy fornications? 
know that God will judge thee, as women that 
break wedlock and ſhed blood are judged, and will 
give thee blood it fury aad jealoulic, andthrow 
down thine eminent places, and break down thy 
high places, and [trip thee of thy cloaths, and take 
thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare, and 


| execute jadgments upon thee, Ezeck 16. 15, 36, 


35, 41. Dolt thou cruſt in lying words, faying, 
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord are theſe ; and notwithſtanding 
Steal, Murder, and Commit Adultery, and Swear 

O 4 fallly, 
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fallly, and Burn Incenſe unto Baal , and Walk after 
other gods, and ſtand before che Lord, and fay, 
thou art delivered to do all theſe abominations ? know 
that thele are lying words, that will not profit; 
buc conſider ratier, what the Lord did to Sbil-b 
( where he ſet his name at the firſt ) for the wick- 
edne(s of his people Iſrael, Jer. 7. 4,8, 12, Doſt 
thou trult to thine own righteoulnels, and commit 
iniquity ? know that all thy righteouſne(s ſhall nor 
be remembred, bur for thine wiquity, which thou 
commircteſt , chou ſhalt dye tor ir, Ezek, 33. 13. 
Doſt chou crult in thy way , in the mulcicude of 
thy mighty men ? know, that therefore a ctumule 
ſhall ariſe among the people, and all the tortrefles 
ſhall be ſpoiled, Hoſ. 10. 13, 14. Doft thou truſt 
in thine own purity , and (ay , ſtand by thy (elf, 
come not near co me, for | am holier then thou ? 
know that thou art but a ſmok in Gods Noſe, and 
a fire that burneth all che day, /ſa. 65.5 and that 
the -Lord hath pur no terult in his Servants, and 
his Angels he charged with folly. How much lef 
on;them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foun- 
dation 1s in the duſt, which are c:ulbed before the 
moth, Job 4. 18, 19. 

Bur afcer all this, perhaps thou wile (ay, Thou 
wile truſt in thine own heart, for that will not de- 
ceive thee; wilt chou do (o 2 know then thou art 
but a fool for thy labour in Gods account, Prov. 
28, 26. Thy heart will deceive thee, for it is de- 
ceitful above all things and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it ? Jer. 17. 9. Thus you fee 
that God alone is to be crutied in, and co eruſt in 
any thing elſe, will be but as an Egyptian Reed to 
lean unto, 

And 


—_— 
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And as God alone is t» be our rock and ous re. 


fuge, ſo are we to make him our rock and our 
truſt at all times, So is the Exhortation ; Truſt 
in bim at all times; ye people, pour out your hearts 
before bim : God is a refuge for w, Pal. 62.8, So 
Iſa. 26, 4. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah & everlaſting [trength; At what time 
I am afraid ( laith David) I will truft in thee (when 
his enemies were ready to (wallow-him up ) In Ged 
1 bave put my truſt, 1 will not fear what fleſh can do 
wnto me Plal. 56. 3,4- And whatfaid Fob ? Thowgb 
be ſlay me, yet will I truſt in bim: I will maintain 
mine own ways before bim, Job 13.15. Isitatime 
of evil tidings , thou wile nor be afraid, if chy 
heart is fixed , truſting in the Lord, Pſal. 313. 7. 
Doſt thou fear the Lord, and yet walk in a dark 
diſconſolate eſtate? even thea art thou to truſt in 
the Name of the Lord, and ſtay upon thy God, ' 
Iſa. 50.10. 

And as thou art to make God alone thy rock, 
and thy refuge , and truſt in him at all cimes., o 
with all thy heart, Not leaning to thine own under 
ſtanding, but in all thy ways acknowledging him, and 
be ſhall dire thy paths, Prov, 3.5, 6. Tees, the - 
Lord ſhall belp thee, and deliver thee : be ſhall deli- 
ver thee from the wickgd, and ſave thee, becauſe thou 
truſtefs in bim, Plal, 37. 40. This David acknow- 
ledged Pal. 22. 4, 5. Onr Fathers truſted in thee ;; 
they truſted, and thou didft deliver them. They cryed 
unto thee, and were delivered : they trufted in thee, 
and were not confounded. 

Well then, wouldſt thou have God tobe a help 
and defence (unto thee ? Truſt in him. Hei 8 
Buckler or @ ſheild , to all thoſe that truſt in bim. 


Plal. 
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Plal.1$.30. Prov. 30,5, For who is God ſave the 
Lord? or who is a rick ſave our God ? Plal. 18. 30, 
31, 1Sam,2.2, He js the rock, bis work is perfed, for 
all bis ways are judzment : a God of truth, and 
ithout iniquity ; ju/t and right is be, Dent. 32. 4. 
Wouldi chou be ſtedfaſt and unmovable, as the 
rock whereupon the Church is builded, againſt 
which no ſtorms, nor cempeſts 3 no, nur the gates 
of hell ſhall ever prevail. Tralt in God : They 
that truſt in the Lord ſhall be s CAMmme-Sion , 
which cannit be removed, but abideth for ever, Pal. 
125-1. Wouldi(t thou poſſeſs the land, and inhe- 
rite Gods holy Mountain ; fee that chou trult in 
him, 1/2. 57, 13. Wouldſt thou be fat and flou- 
riſhing, and got ceaſe from bearing” of fruit? 
and that bleſſedne(s ſhall be chy portion. Truſt 
in the Lord. Bleſſed is the wan that truſterh in the 
Lord, and whoſe bope the Lord is. For be ſhall be #s a 
tree planted by the waters, and that fpreadeth out ber 
roots by the river, whoſe leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall 
not ceaſe from yeilding fruit, Jerem. 17. 7,8. Pro. 
28, 25, And as David Pfal. 40, 4. Bleſſed is the maz 
that maketh the Lord bis traſt : and reſpedetb not the 
proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies. 
3. A mans Houle or Habitation is the place of 
his Secreſie. Whkere does the Husband and the 
Wiſe, or a man and his freind , unboſome them- 
ſelves, communicate their thoughts , and the very | 
ſecrets of their hearts. each £o other ; but aſually | 
and for the molt part in their Houſes, in their pri- | 
vate Chambers and Cloſets? vo ic is with the Man 
or Woman that makes God their habitation. They' 
go to God, and in their Cloſet and cloſe retire- 
ments with 'the Lord , how will they —_— 
them 
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themſelves, and lay open their very hearts , and 
molt ſecrers thoughts , and ſpread them before 
the Lord. 

So did Henna in the ditterne(s of her foul, ſhe 
prayed and wept fore, and in her fecret 1erire- 
ments ſhe poured out her ſoul before the Lord, 
1 Sam. 1, 10, 15. meaning the trouble and anguiſh 
of her heart. So David when his (pirit was over- 
whelmed within him , chen he cried -unto the 
Lord, and poured out his complaint before him, 
and ſhewed him all his trouble, Pſal. 142. 1, 2, 3, 
So Feremiah 20, 10,11, 12. when he lay under evil 
reports and defamation, and his familiars watched 
for his halting, what courſe does he take ? He goes 
to God, and opens his cauſe unto him, or difco- 
vers his cauſe unto him, as to an Advocate or Pa- 
tron. O Lord of Hoſts ( Gaith he) that trielt the 
righters, and ſeeſt the reins and, the beart ; let me fee 
thy vengeance on them, for wits thee bave ] opened my 
Cauſe $9 izit ſaid of Hezekjab,when he hadreceived 
the Letter of railing Rabſhekab and read it, he goes 
up into the Houle of the Lord, and ſpreads it be» 
fore the Lord,in this manner, O. Lord God of Iſrael, 
which dwelleſt between the (bernbims ; thox art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth, 
thou baſt made beaven and earth. Lord bow dywn 
thine ear and bear : open, Lord, thine eyes and ſee ; 
and bear the words of Sennacharib , which bath fent . 
bim to reproach the living God. This hath been the 
manner of the Servants of the Lord , who have 
made God their habitation ; they go to God in 
ſecret, and pour out their ſouls before him. 0 
( faith Fob ) thet 7 knew where 1 might find bim, that 

I might come even to bis ſeat ? I would order my cauſe 
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before bim,and fill my month with arguments, Job 23, 
3, ++ Holy Job ( even now a Proverd, or a Pro- 
digy rather ) perceiving his freinds diſcourſes , 
were fuller of reproaches then confolations, neg» 
lets co anſwer them , and reſolves'to get aim to 
God, the on*'y ſuppo: ce and retuge ofthe miſerable, 
The ſoareſt ſtrokes, cannot drive away gracious 
ſouls from God, but rather draw them gearer unto 
him z they (eld>me or never think chemſelves near 
enough unto God,its Sungand Sheild, and CeatereO 
that 1 knew where co hind him, that 1 might come 
even © his Seat. And Gods Judgment-feat, where 
he fits co hear and determine Cautes, 1s not terri- 
ble or unapproachable co a Beleiver, who knows 
It £o be a Throne of Mercy, as * an did here. And 
happy are all chat can fay ſo; For we muſt all ap- 
pear defore the Fudgmentſeat of Chriſt , 2 Cor. 5, 
10,11. and it will be terrible co all thoſe that do 
not often reſort thither before hand. And it is 
good to have our hearts and mouths hd with 
Arguments, when we come ©o plead, and expoſtu- 
Tate, and reaſon out our great conceraments with 
our Gad ; who hath all good things lying ready 
by him, and waits only for Prayer to come and 
ſerch them away. Not that God ſtands in need 
of our informing him concerning our neceſſities, 
which he knows better thea we ; but becauſe 
hereby we give (ome proof, that weare not altoge- 
ther ſtrangers at home (as many careleſs onesare), , 
but know ſomerhing of our (elves and our own 
cafes, and of him and his dealings cowards us. IV 
our mouths then be hId with arguments, we may 
be ſure of an Anſwer. God will not fit (till and fay 
nothing, he will not hit like an mage, like a ons 
Idol, 
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Idol , as the Abominatioas of the Heathens , their 
Dii Stercorej , their Dunghil Gods ( as they 
are called , Deut. 29. 17.) muſt of neceſli- 
ty do, they can do no otherwiſe, though men 
fill cheir mouths with Arguments , and empty 
their veins of their blood before them, x King. 
18. 28. Go boldly then to the Throne of grace, 
plead with God, and fill your mouthes with argn= 
ments 3 ſpread thy complaints before him , and 
open thy cauſe unto him, for when ever you do fo, 
beyond all , peradventure , God will anſwer ; 
There's no fear that he will interpret this ſawcineſs 
and preſumption in thee , and ſo anſwer thee with 
his filts about thine ears, or with his foot to kick 
thee out of his preſence; there 15no fear that he 
will (mother thee under the waight of his great- 
neſs, or dazle thee with his beams, or burn thee 
with his flames , or drive thee from the jadgemenc 
ſeat, as Galli did the Jews , ACt. 15. 16, No, be 
never beats his people lower then their knees, and 
thence (uftersthem , yea, helps chem co riſe againg 
nay , he will Jay his hand upon thy head 3 yea, 
under thy feet to do thee good 3; he will ſtroke 
rather then ſtrike a pleading foul ; He will ftrength= 
enthee, and pur mettle into thee ; He will noe 
plead againft thee with his great and abſolute 
power. 
So he dealt with Daniel a man that had great in- 
timate acquaintance with God , Chap, 10. 19» 
How was he ſtrengthened when the Angel touched 
him 3 The Righteous may plead and diſpute with 
him , evenat the bar of Equity and Juſtice, and 
the Judge cannot but pronounce and pals ſentence 
'n their fayour ; Thus righteous Feremiab PRES 
wi 
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with him ; Righteous art thow O Lord, when T plead 
with thee , Jer. 12. 1. And he invites his people 
eo come and plead freely , 1/4. 43-26, Put me in 
remembrance , ſaith the Lord , let us plead together, 
declare , that thou mayſt be juſtified; if thow baſte 
any thing to ſay for thy ſelf , ſay on. Yea, Idolaters 
{hall have chis permillion, to plead for themſelves 
and their dumb Idois , it they have any thing to 
(ay for them , Iſa. 41. 21. Produce your cauſe, 
ſaith the Lord , bring forth your ſtrang reaſons, ſaith 
the King of Jacob , Shall Idolaters have this li. 
berty , and not the erue Worlhippers, that wor- 
ſhip him in Spiric and in truth ? The wicked fhall 
they have it, and noc che righteous 2 Yes doubt. 
leſs, this is chat boldnels of (peech, 2 Cor. 7. 4. 
mentioned as the great priviledge of the Saints, 
eſpecially now under the new Teſtament , Heb. 
4. 16. Accedamis cum loquendi nbertate ad thronum 
gratie Letus come boldly unto che throne of grace, 
Heb. 10. 19. Having therefore boldnels to enter 
inco the holielt by tne blood of Jeſus, (a right and 
freedom to enter in with 011: perions hereafter, and 
now by our Prayers) lets Jraw neer with 2a truc 
heart, wich full affurance of faith ; Hehath given 
us ewo great triends Of [11s for our Advocates , the 
one at his own right hand in heaven , moving and 
' negotiating, and always appearing for us; the 


other ſeated in our brealts, his holy (pirit , making \ 


interceſlionfor us. Yea, the Fathers own heart is 
full of love , brim full , and cunning over , and 
he loves to hear his childrca :cafon it out with 
him ; and he doth of fer purpoſe dclay to grant 
their requelts (ometimes, becauſe he loves co hear 
often from them , to hear cheir yoiccs , n_ 

cacir 
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their faces', Cant. 2. 14. to hear what they can ay 
fot themſelves : and fo he dealt with the woman of 
Canaan , in thoſe ſeveral repulles he gave her, 
Mat, 15.22, 23. Acquaint thy ſelf then with him, 
and be at peace: thereby good [hall come unto 
thee, Fob 22.21. O the ſecret, intimate, and hes- 
venly familiarity , that is berwixt God and the 
ratious beleiving ſoul ; It is ſaid ot Muſes, that the 
ordſpake unto him faceto face, 45 a man ſpeaketh 
unto his friend , Exod, 33.18. That 1s, plainly, 
familiarly. The like phraſe is uſed of ſpeaking 
mouth to mouth. My ſervant Moles (faith the 
Lord) is not ſo , who is faithful in all mine boſe ;; 
With bim will I ſpeak momth to month, even ap- 
parently , andnot in dark ſpeeches , Numb.,12,7,8. 
Well then, if thou makeſt God thy habitation, 
thou wilt not , thon canſt not be a (tranger to 
God, thon wile have ſome intimacy with him, (ome 
ſecret talk and communion with him ; thou wile 
ever and anon be opening thy heart unto him, and 
be pleading and expoſtulating the caſe with him. 
Daniel could not be reſtrained from this , though 
he knew the decree or wricing was ligned , that 
whoſoever ſhould ask any petition of any God or 
Man tor thirty days, fave of the King Deriw, be 
ſhould be caft into the Den of Lyons. But he 
goes into his Houſe and kneels upon his knees three 
times a day , and prayed , and gave thanks before 
his Godas he did aforetime, Dar. 6, 10. he would 
rather dye then omit his wonted Worſhip , and 
that cloſe intimate communion he had with the 
Lord in prayer. And it muſt needs beſo ; for how< 
loever natural men and worldlings , out of. their 
obnoxiouſneſs and ſecret terror do {layiſhly n_— 
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and do not willingly , neither dare they draw neap 
to that God, which to them is a conſuming fire, 
Heb, 12.29, Yetalltheſe , who have truly taſted 
how gracious the Lord is, ſhall find their hearts 
out of a ſecret ſence of Gods love unto them firſt, 
kindly inflamed with infinite defire coliveunderthe 
comfortable influence of his pleaſed countenance, 
toenjoy his holy Majeſty with conſtane peace, and 
an humble ſpiritual acceſs and acquaintance conti- 
nually. His ſpirit of Prayer, intinite love, yea, 
all bis loving kindneſs, protettions , preſervati- 
ons , bounty , patience , divine i1Huminations, 
ſpiricual bleſlings, exerciſe of repentance , temp- 
tations and troubles from Satan , preflures and op- 
preſſions from the world , loſs of inward peace, 
faineneſs of faith, want of ſpiritual ſtrength , af- 
ſaule of ſome ſpecial lin, (weernels of meditation, 
daily favours (howred down without number, and 
above meaſure, the forethoughr of the great and 
laſt account , motions of the bleſfled (pirit, (pi- 
ritual deſertion , &c, bur aboveall , the unutre- 
rable, and inexprellible blefſedneſs, goodneſs, and 
excellency of that highelt Majeſty it (elf, are, and 
ſhould bequickening and powerful motives to drive 
us frequenely and inceflancly unto God. 

Obje, But perhaps thou wilt fay 3 It istrue, 
the righteous may be chus familiar with him, plead 
with him , and not be caſt in their (uir ; Bur 
where are thole righteons ones ? And who are 
they ? for it is not (fo with me 5; God be mer- 
ciful co me a greivous ſinner ; 1 dare not be 
ſo bold with him ; Mine iniquity ſtops my 
mough. 


Anſw. 


( 
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Anſw. 1anſwer, Every one that hath a ſhare in, 
yea, a lincere delire after the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, is righteous before him, and may in thac 
righteouſneſs plead and prevail, and as a Prince 
have power with God : For this is bis own righte» 
ouſneſs, of h1s own contrivance and appointment, 
The righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. 3. 
$, 9+ A righteouſneſs (pun and woven out of his 
own bowels, and. the oveicnce of his dear Son, a 
better thea ever came upon the back of Angels 3 
for which the perſonal and legal righteouſnels of 
a Paul, of an Angel isto be abandoned 3 Evangeli- 
cs] being far better then Angelical rightenejneſs. 
Thou canſt not mi(sa bleiling in vis garments, who 
is not aſhamed co be called thine Elder Brother 3 
who came to change cloaths and places with thee, 
and eo rake all upon himſelf , tat chou mightrelt 
eſcape. The Father cannot but be well pleaſed 
with the (mell of his Sons raiment: and he fits coo 
upon a Seat of Judgement, and mult do thee right; 
and Juſtice it ſelf ( which will not be ewice paid) 
is as much for thee, as much thy treind as Mercy, 
Rom. 3.26, Hes juſt, and yet ( nay therefore) 8 
juſtifier of bim that beleiveth in Feſws, So that if 
thou art not utterly ſhur up in unbeleif, if there 
be bug tne leaſt (park of true faith alive in thy 
heart,thou mayſt go boldly,and plead,and proſper. 
Objed. 2. But | have nothing co (ay for my (elf, 
my heart is dryed up like a Potſheard, and wither- 
edlikegrafſs ; 1 have (in'd away all arguments, and 
muſt never open my mouth any more vefore him. 
Anſw, True, not to boaſt, bur to plead thou 
mayit, And haſt chou nothing to ofter ? not a 
gh ? nor the groanings of thy ſoul? Let the figh- 
# ing 


> re Rhett: gens 
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Ing of th: Priſoner come before tbee ( faith David) 
Pſal.79.11. And fr the oppreſſion of the poor, and 
for the fighing of the needy, now will I ariſe ( faith 
che Lord himſelf ) Pſa!. 12.5, I will ſet bim at 
ſafety , from bim that puffeth at bim. We own 
help from the ſpirit , when we are enlarged. He } 
helps us, even when we are ſtraightned. Likewiſe [ 
the ſpirie alſo helpeth wr infiemities, forwe know no; 
what we ſhwild pray for as we owght ( no not Pay] 
21d ch: Apoſtle) but the ſpirit vit*ſelf makgth intey- 
ceſſion for us, with groantngs which cann:t be uttered, 
Rom. $, 26. with wmtterable ftraighenings : Our 
enlargemeats may be but the flowings of the 
Gifcs of che Spirit, but our inward pinchings and 
coarftations, may lc the Intercellion of che Spirit 
ic ſelf, the more immediate operations of the 
Spiric, 

And we forget « :2t there is ſuch a Prompter be- 
hind the Hangi'7+ , (ach an Interpreter ( as hi 
Title honhnes, as | 2« a Comforter ; Ile ſagperit 
vobis omnia, He (.5 terch you fl things, and bring 
all things to your romen brance, Joh. 14. 26. ) (11ch 
an IntErpreter, | {»y, 1» make known the mind of 
God to us, an. * (5 1m ;; and ashe betrayes 
the ſecrers of Go to the Saints, ſo he rips wp 
their hearts before God, 2nd fill there mouths, 
not ouly with windy words, but weighty argt- 
ments, Haft thou not ung then £©o cymplain oft 
before thy Maker ? No $in, no Devil ? no Diabo- 
lical Temptations ? no ſtronge unmortitied cor- 
ruptions ? no Spiritual Plunderers ? no Egyptian 
Task-maſters ? no Cruel Bondage, that maketh 
thy life bitter to thee ? no Enemy coming in as 1 


flood to oppref3 and do the wrong ? Nolron-yoke 
chat 
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that galls thy ſhoulders > no violence and ſpoil 
to cry out and complain of > Sure thou haſt nor 
ſtudied thine own caſe, thou halt noc ordered thy 
cauſe aright, if chis fountain fail thee. 

Objed. Bur all Complaints are troubleſome,men 
cannut endure them, 

| Anſwer, God will, Ont of the abundance of my 
complaint, and greif bave I ſpoken hitherto, (ays Han« 
na, i Sam. 1.16. 2d you know how ſhe ſped. 

4ly, A Mans Houle 15 the place of his Recreati« 
on, Delettation or delight. Where do men re- 
create and d-light themlelves fo much ( I ſpeak as 
to ordinary and daily recieations and delights) as 
in theic own Habications andDwellings !t Where are 
thoſe intercourſes of delights between Man &Wife, 
but in their Domeltick havitation ? where are thoſe 
reciprocal attions of Conjugaluttetionsdemonttra- 
red (0 much as at home 11 their own houſes? they 
eat and drink together, they commune and con- 
verle cogether, tiey lleep and f(olace themielves 
together , they joy and rejoyce together 4 yea, 
where true conjugal love 1s, they would not onely 
ive, but they would dye together. 

Even (0 it is with the Soul, that makes God his 
habitation. O the intercourſe of delights that 1s 
verwixt God, Chrilt, his Spirir, and the gracious 
beleiving foul. What elſe doth the Book of the 
Cantzeies or Sang of Sol»ymon hold forth > What 
does it contain as the cheit matter thereot, but a 
molt excellent Marriage Song, by way of Dia 
logue between Chriſt and his Church > Chrilt as 
tne Bridegroom, and the Church as his Spowſe or 
Bride 3 under the Type or Figure of Silammn, and 
bis Spouſe or Bride: In which Song , 19 fourth» 
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ing Allegorics] and Rhetorica) words ; the true 
hearty love, and che molt excellence benefits and 
favours of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Bridegrome, 


unto the Chriſtian Church his Spouſe or Bride.” 


And on the other fide, the earneſt and hearty long- 
ings of the Spouſe his Church, after her beloved 
Bridegroom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , is lingalarly 
demonſtrated and held tor ch. 

In it the Bridegroom and his Bride do highly 
extol and praiſe each other. The Bride eo (et 
forth his excellent dignity, his riches, and glory, 
with all choſe (weet things that How unto her 
from him ; ſhe doch bring in all che (tatelieſt, the 
richeſt, the govdhett, and the ſweeteſt things un- 
der heaven. The like doth He in prailing her 
beauty, and her d-letaible (weetneſs. 

From hence doth (pring the great delight and 
pleaſure, which che one taketh in the other, where 
they do (as it were) wnitold the vehement paſli. 
ons of their Love wich that fervent defire which 
ſhe hath co be molt nearly Joyned unto him, and 
to dwell with him for ever. Alſo there do many 
goodly tokens pals between them : For he be- 
{toweth upon her very rich jewels and heavenly 
ornaments, to deck and to beautifie her withal ; 
and ſhe again rendreth unto him, the ſweet fruits 
of her love. Let bim kiff me ( faith the Spouſe) 
with the hiſſes of bis month for thy love is breter then 


' 


—_—— 


1 


wine. Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointments, \ 


thy name is 4s ointment poxred forth , therefore do the 
virgins love thee. Draw me, we will run after bee: 
the King bath brought me into bis Chambers : we will 
be glad and rejovce in thee, we will remember thy love 
more then wine: the wprigbt love thee, Tell = U, 
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thow whom my ſou! loveth, where than :feede/t ? Then 
in the Sch. verſ. Chriſt highly commends her 
beauty, cerming her the fairett arnong women, and 
under (ſeveral compa: ilons he doth highly praiſe 
and extol her , Chap. 1. So (4p. 4. even the 
whole thereof, (avea verſe or ew" , is the (peeci 
of the Bridegroom, coniilting in praiſes and com- 
mendations of the Bride, mm dectaration of his love 
towards her, Bebold thou art fair my Love, be- 
bold thow art fair, thos bait Doves eyes within thy 
locks, ver. 1. Thou art all fair, my Love, there i no 
ſpot in thee, verl. 7, Thom haſt raviſhed my beart, my 
ſiſter, my ſpouſe 3 thou baſt raviſhed my heart with one 
of thine eyes, with one cbain of thy neck, vetl. 9. 
How fair is thy love, my ſiſter, my ruſe how much bet- 
teris thy lovetben wine ? an1 the (mell }f thine oint- 
ments then #'l ices ? Thy lips, O my ſpouſe, drop as 
the bony-comb : hony and milk, are under thy tongue, 
and the ſmell of thy garments is like the ſmell of Le- 
banon, verſ, 10, 11.- So Chap. 6,7. How does the 
Lord Jeſus give forth very great and fingular com- 
mendations of his ſpouſe, teſtifying his great love 
aad hearty afteftion cowards her :; Thou art beanti-» 
ful, O my Love, # Tirzah, come'y as Jeruſalem, Oc. 
My Dove, my undefiled is but one, ſhe is the only one of 
ber Motber,ſhe is the choiſe one off ber that bare ber &c+ 
How beautiful are thy feet with ſbres , 0 Princes 
daughter ? the joynts of thy thighs are like jewels, and 
{0 goes On 1n a deicription of the Churches graces. 
And in Chap. 7. 6, How fair, and bow pleaſant art 
thou, O Lowe, for delights ? And having praiſed the 
beauty anJ comelineſs of his Spouſe by ſeveral 
parts, he breaks forth into an admicacion and great 
wonderment of ber beality, in the whole or in all 
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laid ronether. They be rare thinrs, that Princes wu) 
0n earth do» wonder at : muit rare which the Kings of 
Kings bath in net on | wiltance this, tolet you 
ſee the mutual folace and delight, that 1» betwixe 
Chrilt and che grations (oul. 
And f(urely, if eho'y halt caſted chat the Lord is 

gratious thou canit not but take (weet delight, 
( —_— Mm and deleftation jn him. Cant. ky 3. 
I fate down wider bis hadiw with great delight, and 
bis frat was ſweet to my taſte. The (ſhadow of a cree 
( as all men know) is very comfortable, and doth 
r1efreli choſe chat are parched with the (corcaing 
heat of the Sun, When the Ciuuirch 1s under hot 
perſecutions au tiery temptations of oatangandthe 
burning heat of Gods wrath fo: (1ns genie in the C09 
(cience ; what, bue Chrilt can be as a ſhadow t > 16+ 
jreſb, Lit. 11.20. There ſÞallbe a Tabernacle for a (br 
dow in the day time from the beat, Ia. 4, 6. Thou hot 
been a ſtren:th to tbe poor, @ trenetht» the needy in hi; 
diſtreſs, a refuge from the firm, a fhadiro from the 
heat. when the blatt of toe terrible ones is 6 @ rm 
PESTEYL | f,0 wall, ia. 2% 4 \:1 } £:4ns was not 'l} 
bt ſait1 tie Souſe, His frat wis ſweet ty my taſte, 

or to my pallate. 

She doth not o 1:y receive comtortable refreth- 
ing lhadow from es fruitful tree, but the eateth 
of the Applics alſo which it beareti, and the ſame 
are {(weert and pleaſant £o her talte ; Which is ano- 
ther benetie the Spoule enj wet! | by C hriſt ; To 
wit, that ihe 15 not only freed and delivered fron 
evil, buc made partaker of his goodneſs; in thut 
all tie works of Iis Prophcfte, Preifthood, and 
ingdom ; big Death, Refarredtion , Aſcention, 
a1 all che trumns of chem are communicated yato 
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her by the Goipel ; wiica ſhe f-edeth upon by 
faith, to the abundant r: feeihing 24 Curfattion of 
her foul. 

Fruits lignilying g1125.4 wor ks and the Graces of 
Gods Spirit, wizica a; rot our (elves 
and others, Mat. 3.5, 10. G4l.5.2:, which is alſo 
applied co the Doctrine of the Guipel, Job.15.16. 
and {1gnifieth a conforea vie reward, Pſal, 5$.11. 
and Prov. 27. 15. So David ie expreſſerh his de- 
light in God, by tis De(izhe le £50k 10 { his words 
or promites rather, How jw ras rento 
my talte f Jea , fweete then Loney fo my mouth, 
Plal. 119,103, How tweer ? | ay not nor able to 
expreſs the tweetne(s ot them. How (weet unto 
my taſte,unto my mouth ? eat 15,pnto tae moutl 
of my heart and foul, for orherwite the tpiricual 
promiſes yeild but liccle (weetnels unto the bodily 
mouth, | pleaſant unto my 
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They are more (vet and 
mind, then honey is to my math. He meanerh, thac 
he never talted any meat with his month,how good 
or pleaſant foever it were, as he felr Gods word 
(weet and comtortable to his (ul, 

To which agrees that 1a Pſal. 19 3, 10. The ſta. 
tutes of the Lord areright, rej:ycing the brart, Mice 
to be deſired are they then gold ; yea, then much fine 
gold, ſweeter alſs then the boney, and the hyney-comb. 
And in Pſal. 119. ti. Toy Tetimmies have I $akon 
4s an beritage forever : for they are the rejoyeing of 
my beart, Yca, fo delighted was he in the Lord, 
that he would never chink of him, but his medica. 
tiog of bim (ſhould be (weer, P/2/. 104- 34, His 
foul ſhould be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatne(s, 
and his mouth ſhould praiſe him with joyful lips; 
when he remembred God upon his-bed, and medi- 
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tated on him in the night watches, Pſal. 63. 5, 6, 
What more pleaſant and deleCable co the palate 
then marrow and fatne(>? andiuch was the medita« 
tion of God co his (oul, even in the night watches, 
in the darkeſt and moſt diſmal feaſon of Gods diſ- 
penſations. 

To this agrees that 1a Pſal, 36.S. They ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the fatnefi of thy bouſe : 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river f thy 
pleaſmrer, There's a river of pleaſures and delights 
that flow from God, which as a wel! of hving wa- 
ters, and a1 ever-(pringing 10-ex{auſtible fountain 
of life and all divine graces, can never be drawa 
dry ; bur the freams thereot are always running, 
To make glad the City of God, Plal, 46. 4. Hence 
It is that tac ſouls Communion with Chriſt, and its 
ſpiricual participating of Chrilt in his Ordinances, 
14 held fortz under the term of Supping with 
Chrilt. If any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will ſup with bim, and be 
with me, Revel. 3.20. 1 will communicate my (elf 
unto him, have mncval fellowſhip with him ; 1 
will dwell in bias (pirmually, really, operatively by 
my grace z and he (ha!l dwell in me by faich, feed 
npon me, receive lirength and nouriſhment from 
me, and (0 come to participate of my divine na» 
cure. 

Hereby then mayſt thou come to know whether 
thou makeſt God thy Habiration or not : Men take 
delight in cheir habications, there they (olace and 
recreat chemſelves ; and Husband and Wife take 
mucual comfort and contentation in each other. 
Conlider then what delight chou halt in God, in 
Chrilts in his way and worſhip, his ordinances and 
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holy appoinements, fob 27. 10. Doſt«thou take 
delight in approaching to God ? Iz thy delight in 
the Law of the Lord, and in that Law doſt thou 
meditate day and night > Pſal. 1.2. Rom. 7. 22, 
Are his teltimonies thy delight and thy counſel- 
lourg?Pſal. 119. 24. Is his word unto Chee, the joy 
and rejoycing of thine heart ? as it was tothat good 
Propher Feremiab,Jer,15.16.And doſt thou delight 
to do the will of God, as Chriſt did his Fathers, 
Pſal.40.8. What fellow({hip and ſociety 15 there be- 
ewixe Chriſt and thy Soul ? Oar fellowſhip ( faith 
Fobn ) is with the Father, and bis Sin Feſus Chriſt, 
1 Fob. 1. 3- The baptized and new added mem- 
bers to the Church , continued ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtles DoQrine and Fellowſhip, and in break- 
jog of bread, and in prayers, 44.2.41,42. They 
held communion with Chriſt, and each with other 
in breaking of bread, 1 Cor. 10, 16. They afſem- 
bled together, prayed together, praiſed God to- 
gether, ſung together, ſuffered and rejoyced toge- 
ther, AQ. 4.31. and 2.47, and 16.25. and 5,41. 
Conhder then , what entertainment thou haft 
with Chriſt, does he invite thee to come unto 
him ? and does he b:d thee welcome when thou 
comelt ? does he bid thee eat chat which is good? 
and that thy (oul ſhould delight it ſelf in fatneſs ? 
Iſa, 55.1,2. Waſt thou never at dinner or lupper 
with him, when be killed his beaſts, mingled his 
wine, and furniſhed his table > and hath he noe 
bade thee to eat of his bread , and drink of the 
wine which he hath mingled?Prov. 9, 1, 2,5. Chriſt 
keeps a plentiful cable, you'l hardly find ſuch ano- 
ther noble and generous houſe-keeper. When 
he prepares a dinner , he kills his oxen and his 


fatlings, 
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fatlings, Mit. 22. 4. and will entertain thee with a 
ſecond courte ali» ; He has his fruit thats very 
{tweet © the talte, [41S [11,5005 wid bas ap pie3, the 
oneto itay thee, che other © comfort thee. And 
as Princes and] great Perſians have, he has a noble 
Banqueting howle to, of houte of wiac for to 
weicoie tnee ; and it chen he and; tixe but 2 
lietle lick of love, he will nor (hun to put his Veft- 
hand unidcr © wy aez I. an] wit ins C42 ic-hand £o 
emvrace the? yea, his Banacc over ace lnall be 
love, Cant.2.3 4.5 6. 

But now it acl INS (14C1 1nter CONTie of love 
and mutual Jc)ig it berwixe Chrilt and hy foul? 
if chou arc Itrl1 a (ts nger unto him , azd kaowf 
not what it IS tO nave conmuntiyn Wita im, Or 
to be (lupping with him ? If when he has bidden 
thee to tae welding , and hath made all ehings 
ready, 21d (cit Oit his (er vants to call thee , aud 
thou (halt make light of ir, and refuſe ro come, 
and chuſe rather eo 26 to thy Farm or Merchan- 
dile, and be feeling (hill upon thy huzks, or be 
making excule*, and telling him thou hat bought 
hve yoke ot oxen 5 ind T4 'u 111k 40, 8 pi ove 
them ; or haſt married a Wife, and che: core thou 
canſt no: come; Orc it thou ſhouldſt do worle then 
this, take his ſervants and e:trezt then ſpighttully 
and (lay them, Mat, 22.5, 6, comp. with Ly 14 
16, Let me cell thee, thou wilt incenſe him great- 
ly, even to fend forth his Armies to deltroy thee. 
Fay, if ehy heart 1s dead, and drowlie, and eltrang- 
ed co- God ; and void of love, and dutiful affeftt- 
ons © Chriſt z chou art far from dwelling in the 
ſecret-place of tie moſt high, and making him thy 
hatication. 


, 
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$. A mans houſe 1s the chic; place of is nego- 
tiation and commerce ; where does a man diive 
his trade, and utter his comm 1ditics , but at 
homwe . in his houſe or 14 lis ſhop ? Svitis with 
the (foul that makes God big havitation 4 he drives 
a (pecial trade and comme; ce with God ; makes 
Relig! m his butinels; Chrilt tavites all co come 
and buy of his Commodities, and he ex poſes 
ric commotiries £o (ale, and there are (ouls thac 
do trade and erathick with him, Iſa, 55. 1, Ho, 
hiriteth , come ye t» the waters, and 
be that hath no moncy , come ye, buy and eat ; yea, 


, 
every one toat t 


come , buy wine and mil; withrut money _ and with- 
out price IF beref re 41 Fe ſpend mumey for that which 
is nt bread ? and y wer labour for that which [atisfictb 
not ? bearken diligently wits me , and cat that which 
is ond, &c, Chrilt excites and ſtirs up allclhat do 
tinrit , and greatly longafter righteonſnels, being 
ſeniiile of their own lins , thei aothingne(s and 
unworthiitels to come unto im, ag tothe fountain 
of hivins waters, chatis, by faithco beleive on 
him, an| thez out of bis belly (laith he) all foe 
rivers of living water , but this ſpaks be of be 
ſpirit , Joh. 97.37, He invites all, I ſay , that are 
money-le(s . and poor worthleſs, helpleſs, and 
meritle(s creatures, to come unto him and buy 
thoſe heavenly goods which he offers unto us by 
tne Golpel 3 namely, wine and milk , chat is, 
all things requilite and neceſſary for our ſpiritual 
life 3 the graces and fruits of the {picic, which are 
tweet and delightful as wine ; and which are 3s 
necellary co a heavenly life, as milk is to this na- 
tural life, and may take in alſo forgiveneſs of fins, 
and the pure andunſpotted righteouſneſs of Chrilt 
(whic1 
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( which are given us of Godin him,and that freely 
for nought, and without any merits and deſerts of 
ours) together with life eceraal, And wherefore 
(faith he) do ye fpend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which ſatisfietb 
not ? or waigh out your money for that which is not 
bread ? Wherefore are ye at (o great coſt and 
charges in vain, and take pains and roil eo no Pure 
pole, for dry, empty, husky, nnlatisfying, unfruit- 
fal and unprofitable ehings 2 which whea you have 
them, and enjoy them, will miniſter no eruc cam» 
fore,nor (atisfation unto your foul. How vain and 
profuſe was the Prodigal , to walte his (ubltance 
with riocous living, co purchale to himſelf a few 
busks, unſatistying food, which the (wine did eat; 
which when he had them, was ready to periſh 
with hunger, Luk. 15.13, 17. Of (uch the Lord 
compla.n'd by the Prophet Haggai, Te bave ſown 
much , and bring in little: ye eat , but ye bave not 
eningb : ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink: 
ye cloth you, but there is n1me warm : and he that earn» 
eth wages, earneth wages to put it into a bag of boles, 
Hag. 1. 6. A fore judgment to beltow ones labour 
and pains for that which ſatisheth not. Wilt thox 
ſet thine eyes ( (aith Solomon ) upon that which is not, 
Prov. 23, 5. what is that which is not ? the ver/. 
before tells us. He exhorts that we labour not to 
be rich, and that we ceaſe from our owa wiſdom. 
What are riches nothing ? nor a mang own wiſe 
dom nothing ? which the world fo highly elteems 
of, and ſo eagerly purſueth after : No, they are 
nothing, that is, as it were nothing, they are not 
matters or things of any great importance, for 
thee to (et thine eye upon 3 and cherefore thou 
ſhouldſt 
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ſhouldit not ſo greedily gape after them , or ſet 
thine eyes or heart upon them ; becauſe, when 
chou haſt attained chem, ehou haſt gor as much as 
a thing of nothing : And adds another reaſon, 
taken trom the vncertainry of riches, For riches 
certainly make themſelves wings, they fiy away as an 
Eaple towards heaven : that is, they fly (wittly away» 
The Eagle fiyerh fo ſwiftly on high cowards hea» 
ven, as that ae is ſoon vaniſhed away out of amans 
light, ſo do riches (uddenly periſh and vaniſh a- 
way z being ſ{1uvject co hre and water, evil debrers, 
and many other caſualties. And therefo: e ceaſe from 
thine owp wiſdom , which may rather be called 
difiraſt in God, and covetouſneſs then wiſdom 3 
when itſhall violently carry thee away with a defire 
after riches, which are (o cranfitory and vain. And 
therefore it is that Jeſus Chriſt does invite theſe 
fooliſh traders to come and buy of his wares, of 
his commodities , that are not fading and peri«h- 
ing. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is gnod, and let your ſou! delight it ſelf in fatneſs- 
Incline your ear and come unto me, hear and your ſout 
halt live. As much as if Chriſt did (ay, if you 
will come and trade with me, you (hall be fure to 
have good ſubſtantial commodities, no braided 
wares 3 you (hall have that which will ſtand by 
you, and be of fpecial uſe and advantage unto you. 
Hear and your fouls ſhall live', and I will makg an 
everlaſting Covenant with you', even the ſure mercies 
of David, 2 Som. 23,5. And theſe commodi- 
ties of mine, you may have for the fetching , I 
don't expe ready money for them, Fle lect 
you have them upon cruſt , and ſee how well 
you will improve them ; but be afſnzed they are 
hſting , 
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laſting commodities, ſound wares that will not fail 
you; Riches and hours are with me, yea , durable 
riches and rizbteoſns(s ; my fruit is better then gold, 
yea , then fine gold ; and my revenue then eboiſe 
filver >, I lead in the way of rightenuſucſs, in the 
midi of the paths of jud;ment ; Toat [ may cauſe 
thoſe that Iwoe me 31 inverit ſubſtance, and [ will fil 
their treaſures, Prov. &. 15, 19, 20, 21, Mark, | 
pray you , Riches ant Panours are with me , laich 
Chriſt, char is, tive ricies and honour, ſuch as 
will not tade and flye away, and chey are with me, 
T7 my power eo wIVeE and below them N when and 
upon whon | liitz een daravie riches, fuch as 
(hall continue , when orher mens thall Melt away 
as wax before the Sun 3 And thoſe that love me, 
that is , tho'e that do untarnedly love me, (hall in. 
heric ſubſtance , that which 15 durable ; meaning 
fuch wealth or lubitauce a+ 15 ſuch really and indeed, 
and bringeth t> man ae greatelt happineſs and 
proſperity, even eternal jitc , that endureth tor e- 
ver. Taryoutre, thre isa trade, that Chriſt 
and the bulciving (oul docs drive together, and all 
Ghritts comm .ditice , te are rich ſubſtantial 
commodities, whoever have them thall inheric 
lubltance ; not (had ws Tue tnbitance, hike unto 
the Merchandiſe of Tyre, wavie Merchandiſe: and 
hirethall ve holinef corae Lo-d , and (hall befor 
them that dwell before the Lord (whole havitati- 
on the Lo-dis, mark chat) co cat luthciencly, and 
for durable cluathing , Iſa. 23. 15. What can be 
better then {atisfying tood, and laſting cluathing, 
like the Iſraclites cloaths in the Wilderneſs, which 
waxed not old, Dent. 29. 5, The neceſſity and 
excellency of which , the Lord Jeſus ters fort! 10 
chat 


' 
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that exhortation of his tothe Church of Laodices, 
Rev. 3.18, I comnſel theeto buy of me gold tried in 
the fire , that thu mayſt Le rich ; and white raymens, 
that thou may/t be cloatbed , ana that the ſhame of 
th) nakednel(s d» rt appear > and avn:int thine eyes 
with eye-ſalve, that this marit fre. 1 connec! thee co 
buy of meCfairh Chrilt)from whence e obſerve that; 
all crue ſpiritual richesand graces, (il | ibſtantial 
commodities) areto be fetc hed from 3 Cl 11ilt alone. 
Chriſt ſends us not to our own works, or £o bis 
blefled Mother , or to any othe! * it departed, 
with ſo many Ave Marius, to many Pater Nofters, 
or fo many Yor, and Pilgrime cs , co buy them 
at their hands, but he bids us; Come = them 
of me ; Chriſt alone is the great defſpenſer of his 
Fathers treaſure , all power is given into lt 
hands, and in vainit is to (eek the Kingdom of 
God, or the treaſures thereof, bur j , by, and 
through the Son 3 and it 1s moſt juſt ie "ſhould be 
{5 , it venng rae pl urcha'e of Nis death and paſli- 
on , he Powred one las foul unto death for us; 
chat he might have power to heal our fouls of 
all cheir inficmities ; cherefore he 35 made unto us, 
both wiflom, juſtification, fanftitcation, and alf 
in all, And what are thoſe pi ecious commo=- 
dities Chac Chriſt would have this Church of La- 
At ay and 1s alſo (if we be fornd in the Game 
vain-glorious, yet beggerly condition, as ſhe was 
in\ ec » buy of him? Surely, even fuch a5 might be 
2 remedy proportionable to her diſeaſe. 
. Here is gold, not outward vlittering , or 
mm gold, bur eryed gold offered , to help 
her of her povet ty. 
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2. Here is white rayment, a glorious rayment, 
of Chriſts righteouſneſs offered , to cover her 
ſhame and nakednels, 

3. Here iseye-(alve offered , even true know- 
ledge and wiſdom from above , the fpirics divine 
illumination co cure her of her blindneſs, that the 
might (ee the way to everlaſting happineſs. And 
the manner of feeking and obcaining theſe rich 
.commodiries is as it were by bargain and fale; I 
connſel thee to buy of me; And let us inquire alittle 
how this bargain is made pp, 

Firlt , Underſtand in all legal contratts, there 
is an agreement of both parties, or elle it cangot 
be a bargain. 

Secondly , Inſome dargainsand contradts, there 
is a legal conltderation , given for the thing bar. 
gained for , either co the full value , or ſome» 
what equitably , proportionable thereunto-; 
Or, 

Thirdly , There are other ablolute bargains and 
fales of Lands and 1004s , diſpoſed therennfreely, 
onely on the conlideration of the Donors or 
Granters , love, aff:&#n, and preterm-ne tothe 
parties beloved, 21d (© given freely to them and 
their heirs for ever , witzout ſo much as paying 
a Penny by way of legal retribution for it ; Tea, 
the Donor often is {o free in his deed of gift, that 
the Donee is freed of all fear of forfeiture of his 
eſtate ; for there is not reſerved ſo much as a Roſe 
or Pepper-corn by way of Rent, that for non» 
payment thereof the ſtate ſhould become forfeited. 
And that party that would not bethankful co ſuch 
a free-giver, is worſe then an Inlidel, 


Now 
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Now to apply this co our heavenly bargain:1If we 
will buy of Chriſt gold and heavenly .crealure, we 
muſt het come uuto him, aad ftrike up the bargain 
with him, He will not (ell unto us againſt our wills 
(rhough he himſelf muſt make us firſt willing ) 
and therefore he crys, as before, Iſa. 55+ 1. Come 
unto the waters, come ye, buy and eat. And Revel, 
22.17. 4nd the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, 
and let bim that is a thrift, Come ; and whoſoever 
will, let bim take the water of Life freely. And they 
now that will not be obedient to the commands 
and laws of this gratious Donor, by way of graticude 
and thankfuineſs, for (o glorious and free an Inheri- 
tance beſtowed upon them ; are not worthy of the 
leaſt mercy in his kingdom. 

If chis inheritance were entailed on us , On con 
dition of payment or performance of a {mall petty 
grain of Corn, or thelike , as is the mite of our 
faith and obeilience, we ſhould be in bondage, fear 
and danger all our litelong, if not, at lealt forfeic 
all by our non-payment and performance : There- 
fore blefled be God, that hath not left our falva- 
tion in our own hands,but founded it on Chriſt, the 
rock which cannot be removed. Now he chat 
goes about to buy a great Trealure, is very cares 
tal, diligent, and his atteQions intenſe upon it, that 
none put him by of his bargain: So it muſt be here 
for this Heavenly Treaſure , we mult be earneſt 
with Chriſt co trike up this bargaia, we mult noe 
let him alone by our prayers, until we have ob- 
tained this precious pearl at bis hand. 'Tis true, 
Chriſt will ſell us this pearl freely,, yet we mult 
agree with him for it ; though we have nothing to 
give him iv the lealt, by way of legal compen(3- 

tion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


>——  — CC 1 —— — 
—_—u — = 


226 The Cauſes and Cure of 


tion for ir, yet me muſt buy ir, receive it in his 
own way and method. 

If you will buy any goods, that you want, you 
muſt repair to the Fair, Houſe, or Place where it 
is © be bought ; So if you want tryed gold to in- 
rich you, or garments to cover you, or eye-lalve 
to inlighten you z you mult come to Chrilt, who 
is the Merchant of thele heavenly wares, upon 
his Fair-days, or when he opens (ſhop, when fuch 
precious wares are ſet to ſale : To his Ordinances, 
in his Aſſemblies on the publique days of his hes 
venly Bartering, it you will attaiv unto this hea- 
venly Treaſure ? 

And theſe are Commodities worth the buy: 
ing, the cryed gold that comes from Chriſt is ſuch 
that makes the foul truly gratious where it is; 
and it is eruly refined gold, becauſe it is the wiſ- 
dome and way of God, which is as gold refined, 
Prov. $. 10. and Pſal. 12. 6- It is tryed, and there- 
fore will hold water ; we may become rich in the 
eyes of the world, in parts, abilities, and humane 
learning ; and they may ſhine like gold in the eyes 
of the in-judicious, fimple and 1gnorant z: but 
alas, if Chriit doth noc ſanifie chem unto us,they 
may make us the worſe, not the better for them. 
So for the white garment that muſt cloath us 
Chriſts garment is ſuch a garment chat will reach 
us from top to toe, that no part of our ſhame or | 


nakedneſs (hall appear. 

Sin brings ſhame, and fin brings contempt and 
nakedneſs upon us ; and Chrifts raiment is a white 
raiment, an innocent raiment, a glorious honourt- 
ble raiment ; which will not only cover all our 
ſhame and nakednels, that the pure eyes of oo 
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ſhall not behold ir, Iſs, 61, 10. but therein alſo 
( he having granted thee to be arrayed therewith ) 
will preſent thee therein glorious to himſelt, 
without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch ching, Eph. 
5. 27. and therefore ſurely it is worth the buy- 
ing : our own raiments are ſpotted, defiled, and will 
not ſerve the turn, but Chriſts is white all over; 
If' we expett to appear perfetly righteous, holy 
and juſt tefore God ( or otherwiſe we ſhall 
never appear before him to approbation 
and abſolution, for no unclean ching thall enter 
into his preſence) then we mult be (ure to cloath 
our ſelves in the white raiment of this our Elder 
Brother. 

So for the Eye-lalve, with which our eyes muſt 
be anointed, it we wilL.be cured of our blindneſs, 
and fee the way to everlaſting happineſs. Surely 
this is of excellent uſe, and worth the buying, 
and where are we to get it but from Chriſt > He 
# given for @ Covenant to open the exes of the blind, 
and to bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and 
them that fit in darkneſs out of the Priſon-bouſe, to 
lead them in vbe paths of life, Iſa. 42. 6,7. and Pro. 
8. 20, Itg 1 vain to go to our own prudence or 
carnal wifdom , that will more entangle us, and 
darken us, and leayy iis our of the way, according 
to chat of Chrilt, Fob. 9.39. 1 am come into this 
world for Tudgment , that they that ſee not , ſhould 
ſee ; and that they that ſee ( that is, in their own 
wildom) ford be made blind. Chriſt made an 
Eye-falve for the cure of the blind perſon, Fo 
9, 6. of his (pittle and clay, a compound matter, 
proceeding from his mouth and che earth, where- 
by he made the blind man fee ; Chritt tome- 


Q_* what 


228 The Cauſes and Cure of 


what follows the ſame method , in his compo» 
firions of Eye-falve, which he uſes towards his 
ſpiritual blind fouls that he cakes co cure : 

Firſt, He gives us the knowledge of our ſelves, 
and of our own earthly matter , and that we (a- 
vour in our unregeneracy , nothing but of earth 
and earthlineſs. 

Next he brings us to the knowledge of himſelf 
and his word, which proceedeth our of his mouth; 
and ſo makes us a happy compoſition and Eye- 
ſalve ; whereby we come to (ce our poverty, our 
ſhame andnakedne(s, and all our ſpiritual waats;and 
alſo where remedy is to be had, to heal and to fave 
us from all our maladies. 

And indeed, this is as great a bleſſing as Chril 
can beltow apon us, to be truly ſenſible, and w 
have a clear ight of our condition, it 1s the next 
ſtop to amendment, it is ignorance and blindnels 
that makes us err ad go aſtray ; but crue ſaving 
knowledge will keep us cloſe to Gods Commande- 
ments. If we take any other Eye-falve to anoint or 
eyes with,lave what Chrilt hath prepared for us in 
the Treaſury of his Word, we may take Bird-lime 
inſtead of Eyc-talve, which will ciofe our eyes tht 
faſter. They are not the traditions of men , nt 
the wiſdom and underſtanding of the wiſe that wi 
make this precious oiotment ; bur it is a (piriew 


extraftion and ojatment, drawn out by the (pitt 
of Chriit, out of the holy Limbeck of his Word, | 
and applyed by him unto the blind patient 3 thi 
will make him fee the glory of Godand his grac 
and to praiſe him for ic'to all eternity. 

Thus you ſee there are rich and precious com 
moditiesto be had in Chriſt, and Chriſt ſers the® 


— 
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to ale, and invites 15 to come and buy them of 
him ; and there is a (piritnal and heavenly com- 
merce that is driven betwixe Cuarilt ard che belei- 
ving foul : And no marvail, for where elſe ſhall 
the (oul in all irs exigents and ſtraights have re- 
courſe, if not unco Chriit > In whom are bid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. 2. 3, 
eFfud in whom dwelleth all the fullneſs of the God- 
bead bodily , verl. 9. And as he is full of grace 
and eruth, (o it is, Of bu fulneſ; that we all re- 
ceive, and prace for grace, Joh. 1.14, 46- Thus I 
have ſhewed you in ſeveral particu'iars, what it is 
to dwell in the Secret Place of the moſt high, and 
what it is co make God our Havitation, 

1, To have our fixed Habitation and Abode in 
God. 

2. To make God our Refuge and Strength, 

3- To make God the place of our Secret Re- 
ticement, 

4, To make him the Place, or Ovjett of our 
delight. 

5. To make him the Place of our Negotiation 
and Commerce. 

Which to do, will aſſuredly incifle and intereſt 
us in the promiſes ot protetion and preferva- 
tion, even from this fore Vilitation of the Lord, 
the noiſome Peſtilence, Pal. 91. 1, 3- He that 
dweleth in the ſecret place of the moſt bigh, ſhall abide 
under the ſhady of the Almighty. Surely, be ha'! 
deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler 3 and from 
the noyſome Peſtilence. He (ball cover thee with bis 
feathers, and wnder bis wings ſhalt thou truſt : bis 
truth ſhall be thy ſheild and buckler. Thos ſhalt 
not be afraid for the terrour by night : nor for the ar- 
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row that flzeth by day : mar for the Peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs : nov for the deſtruftion that watt. 
eth at noon day. So 1n the 9, 10. ver(. Becauſe thog 
bait made the Lord, which is my refaze, even the mf 


bigh thy babitation : There ſhall no evil befal thee, 
neither ſhall any plague come nigh thy dweling, ( 


Which promiſes, though i cannot be denied, but 
they had a {pecial reterence unto Chriſt, yer {o to 
Chriſt, 2s not excluding his members, 

' For the head cannot be ſevered trom the body, 
but head and members make one perfet and en. 
tire body. Now if we are the Body of Ckrift, 
and Chrilt the Head of this Body ,, a5 (© it is, 
Col. 1. 18, 24. then ſurely all the good and cor. 
fort that the head partakes of, cannot bur be com- 
municable to the relt of the body, For from th 
bead, all the body by j'ynts and bands baving now. 
riſhaent miniſtred and knit together, encreaſeth with 
the encreaſe of God, £01. 2. 19. fo that | conceive 
there is not a promiſe in the Word of God, that is 
made unto Chriſt the Head, bur all che members 
&f his Body are intereſted and concern'4 in it. And 
(o much does che prayer of our deer Lord in- 
port. Tbat they ail may becime one, 4a thus Fa. 
ther art in me, and I in thee ; that they alſ» may be 
one with ws. I in them, and thou in me, that thy my 
be made pertef in one, Joh.17.21,23. 

Is it promiſed to Chriſt chat he hall have a king 
dom, ani that all People , Nations and Langus 
ges (hall ſerve him ? Dar. 7. 14. Pſal. 72.11, Th 
ſame is promiſed to the Saints, that (hall out-lir 
Anti-chrilts rage and tyranny, Dan. 7. 21, 
Jſa. 6o. 14. 1: it promiled unto Chrilt, that they 
that dwell in the Wilderneſs ſhall bow _— 
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him , and his enemies (hall lick che duſt, ? Pſat* 
7249, The fame is promiſed 1to the Saints, 
who ſhall continue faithful co Chi #it in the latter 
day, Iſo. 60. 14. and 49.23. and Revel. 3, 9. Is 
it promiſed chat choſe that will nor, he (hall raign 
over them, ſhall be deſtroyed? And that God will 
beat down his fues before his face, and plague 
them that hate him ? Zxk.:19. 27, Pſal. $9. 23. 
The like is promiſed to the Jewiſh and Gentile 
Goſpel.church in the latter day. To wit, That 
the Notion and Kingdom that will not ſerve ber (ball 
periſh, yea, thoſe Nations ſhall be ntterly waſted, 1a. 
60. 12; 1s it promiſed eo Chrilt , That be ſhall 
break, bis enemies with a rod of Tron, and daſh them in 
peices,likg a potters veſſel?Pla.2 9 Rev,19.15.Thevery 
ſame is promiſed co the Gofpel-luttering, endu- 
ring, over-coming Saints in che latter day, Rev. 2. 
26, 27+ Is it prophefied or fore-ipoken of Chrilt, 
that out of his mouth goeth 2 lnarp (word, even 
a ewo edged ſword, that with it he ſhall (mite 
the Nations ? Kevel. 1. 16. and Revel, 16.15. The 
lame is prophelied and fore-cold of the Golpel- 
Saints in the latter day,»Pſal. 149. 6,7, $,9., Is 
it promiſed to Chriſt, that God will anſwer him 
when he calls upon him, that he will be with bio 
in.trouble, deliver him, «nd honour him, And 
with long life will Gtistie him, and fhew him his 
ſalvation? Pſal. 91. 14,15,16, It this (ſhould be ap- 
plicable only co Chriſt in that place, which 1 con» 
ceive ought not to bez, yet are the ſame promiſes 
made to Goſpel beleivers, in other places of Scri- 
pturce, Þſal.50. 15. Iſa, 42. 2. and 65, 24. Mat, 
7 7+ Job ge Ig. Pſal. 34. 17, 19+ fob. 12. 26; 
Epb, 6, 2,3. 

Q. A Mbiel, 
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ObjeQ, But theſe promiſes of temporal preſer- 
yation and deliverance, of honour and long life, 
were made upon the accompt of Legal Qbe- 
dience. 

Anſwer. True, If upon the accompt of Legal, 
then (urely upon the accompt of Evangelical obe, 
dience. For Godlineſs bath the promiſe of the life 
tbat now is, and of that which is t9 «ome, 1 Tim. 4.8, 
If theretore thou dwellelt in che ſecret place of 
the moſt high, thou mayſt beleive, chou ſhale abide 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, and be delive. 
red from the noyſome Peſtilence. That is, thou 
maylt beleive thou thalt have glorious proteRti- 
ons , and ſweet heavenly refreſhments from the 
Lord. Shadow lignifying both protetion andre- 
freſhment, as here in this place ; ſo Namb. 14.9, 
Iſa. 30.,2. Pſal.121.5. Iſ2.51.16. and 49. 2. and 
4-6, and 25.4. and 32.2. Pſal. 17.8. and 36.7, 
And 10 particular, a preſervation from the noy- 
ſome Peſtilence, So then, if chou makelt God thy 
Habitation, thou maylit beleive that no evil (hall 
befal thee, nor that any Plague (hall come nigh 
. thy dwelling ; that is, no puniliment or plague, 
no affliction, croſs or calamity , (hall come unto 
thee from the Almighty, as to hure chee. This is 
the fife Spiricual Receipt, and (pecial preſervative 
azainlt this Peſtjlential Sicknels. 


The Sixth Spiritual Receips | 


6ly. The ſixth Soveraign Antidote and Preler- 
vative againſt this Infetious Diſeaſe, is this, Get 4 
merciful, tender,pittifal and compaſſionate beart.This, 
as it, will demonltrate us co be like unto God 
himlſelh, 
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himſelf, who is the fountain of mercy. Be ye 
meroiful, as your Father alſo is merciful, Luk. 6, 36, 
So it wilkdenominate vs £o be ſuch as are righte- 
ous before God, Pſal. 37, 214 who live in the 
power of that Religion, that is pure and unde- 
tiled before God. And ſurely if thy heart is melt- 
ed with the (ſenſe of Gods everlaſting mercy co thy 
ſelf, chou canit not but have thy heart drawn forth 
compationately cowards fuch as are in miſery, ne- 
cellity/and diltreſs, 

Bur if the world hath locked up thine heart , 
and congealed the bowels of thy compaſlions to- 
wards thy poor brethren ; lec the blaze of thine 
outward profeſlion thine never (o fair, and manage 
the duties of externat holineſs never (© demurely, 
and keep the times and tasks of daily duties with 
never” (0 great auſterity ; nay, though thou be 
able to amuſe weaker Chriſtians with ſome affet- 
ed, ltrain'd, and artitical fervency in Prayer ( for 
by the meer power of hypocrilte and vain-glory, 
2 (nan may Pray fomertimes to the Admiration of 
others, eſpecially leſs judicious ) I fay, for all this, 
if the holy heat of Brotherly love doth not warm 
thine heart, and upon occalion work afte&ionately 
in thy foul, thou wile diſcover thy (elf to be rot- 
ten at the heart-root, and that there is lictle of the 
true love and grace of God in thee, or hope of (al. 
vation, 

For the difſvlving therefore of thy frozen heart, 
and the enlarging of thy bowels ot pity towards 
the poor Brethren of Chriſt Jeſus ; without which, 
never think hereafter to look him in the face with 
comfort, or to find mercy at the great day. Con= 
lider well that place, in 3 Fob. 3. 17, Who fo hath 

ERC 
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this worlds goods, and ſetth bis brother hath need, 
and ſhutteth up bis bowels of compaſſim from bim, 
bow dwelleth the love of God in bim ? And above 
all other motives of mercifulne(s to the poor ne- 
ceſhcous and diltreſſed members of Chriſt , me- 
thinks that Argumeat which Paul prefſeth to this 
purpole, in 2 Cw, $. 9, ſhould melt the moſt 
flinty heare ; For ye kw (ith he) the grate of 
onr Lord Feſns Chriſt , that thmegb be was rich, yet 
for your ſakes be became poor , that ye throwgh bis 
poverty might be rich. Shall the onely dear in- 
nocent Son of the All-powerful and ever-bleſſed 
Lord and King of Heaven and Earth , diſcinrich 
as it were, and diſrove himſelf of ehe Royaly 
and Majelly above, and b-come (> poor , that 
whereas the Foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the Air have neſts, yet he noe where co lay his 
head ; that chrough his poverty , and pouring 
out his heart-blood , he might crown vs with the 
ineſtimable riches of heavenly glory , with joys 
and pleaſures for evermore ; And (hall not we 
worms and wretches , moſt unworthy the leaſt bit 
of bread we pur into our months, part wick 
ſomething of our ſuperfinities , to releive the 
fainting (onl of him for whom Chriſt died, and 
which he wil! take as dons unto himſelf , Mat. 
25. 40. Though it be but a cup of cold water on- 
ly > Mat. 10. 42. | 

Beſides, the laſt and everlaſting doom at that 
great and dreadful day , towit , either che | 
ous ſentence of abſolucion , Come ye bleſſed z oc 
the dreadful ſentence of condemnation, Go ye 
emrſed, &c. ſhall be pronounced upon the godly, 
accordihg to the effe& and fruit of their _ 
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which works by love ; Or paſs upon the Repro- 
bates for omiſſhon and neglett ofthis moſt excellence 
duty of mercifalneſs to the poor members of 
Chriſt , Mat. 25, 40, 41+ 

Conhider withal, as an inflaming Motiveto draw 
forth the bowels of thy compalhons to poor needy 


and neceſlicous fouls , that by laying out thy ſelf 


cheerfully , ſeaſonally , liberally , and yer bue 
according to thine ability , towards (uch , Deut. 
15. 10. 2 Cor. 9.7. Prov. 3. 27, 28. 2 Cor. 9.6. 
Prov. 11.25. 2 Cor. $8.13, 14. A. 11. 29, Thou 
ſhale bereby becomea Creditor , even to thy moſt 
glorious and bountiful Creator, For be that bath 
pitty mpon the poor , lendeth wnto the Lord , and that 
which be bath given will be pay him again , Prov. 
19. 17, Now what a Motive I fay is chis, to be 
merciful , that we ſhall make God himſelf our 
debtor , the ever-ſpringing fountain of bliG, and 
Lord of all goodne(s, who doth all things like 
himſelf, omnipotently , bouncifully , above all 
expetation , as becomes the mighty Soveraign of 
Heaven and Earth > It he works, he makes a 
World ; If he be angry he drowns the whole face 
of the earth ; It he love , the heart blood of his 
deareſt Son is not too dear ; If he ſtand upon his 
peoples fide, he makes the Sun to ſtand ſtill , and 
the Stars to fight 3 If he repay , he gives his own 
all-Cifhcienc (elf , with the overflowing torrents 
of all pleaſures and glory through af ceraley 
Lat to bring it a lictle nearer co the thing in 
hand z3 Conhder a few of the Promiſes of God 
as a further provocation to this fo pious and 
prohctable a work and ſervice for the Lord, 


Wouldſt 
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Would!t thou be in a thriving and proſperous 
ſtate in this world , whether asto the outward or 
inward man ? Surely , co be compallionate this 
way , is the very ready way ; If tho dream out th 
ſoul to the bangry (faith the Prophet) and ſairhe 
tbe offlided ſoul , then ſhall thy light riſe in ob- 
ſenrity , and break, forth as the murrning , and thy 
darkneſs be as the noon-day ; and thy bealth ſhall 
ſpring forth ſpeedily 3 Mark that, The Lord ſhall, 
gwide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy ſoul in drought 
and maly fatthy bones , and thou ſhalt be like a wa- 
tered Garden , and like a ſping of water z whoſe 
waters fail not , la-58. 10, and$. 11, Thine born 
ſhall be exalted with banner , and thou ſhalt not 
want , Pla. 112.9. Prov. 28. 27. Yea, for this 
thing , the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy 
works , and in all that tho putteſt thine hand un- 
to, Deut, 15.10. It will be chen a profitable in- 
quiſition amonglt others 3 whea a man tinds him- 
{elf co go backward in his eſtare , whether upon 
the temporal or ſpiritual account, and Gods ſecret 
diſpleaſure co blow upon his wealth , or aftli&t his 
body with painful diſeaſes, £o examine well, whe- 
ther he was not ordinarily woat to (hue up his 
bowels of compalliog, then to pour out his ſoul 
to the poor, For be ſhall bave judzment without 
mercy , that bath ſhewed no mercy, Jam, 2. 13. 
But with the merciful , God will ſhew bimfelf mer- 
ciful , Pla. 13. 25, Yea, faith our Saviour, Bleſ- 
ſed are the merciful , for they (hall obtein merey, 
Mat. 5.7. Which brings to my remembrance that 
pious and moſt atfeCtionate wiſh of Paul, in 2 Tim. 
4+ 16, 18. The Lord give mercy unto the bouſe of 
Cneliphorus, Why ? for be oft refreſhed me, faid 
he, 
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he , and was not aſhamed of my chain, The Lord 
grant unto bim , that be may find merey of the Lord 
m that day ; and in bow many things be miniſtred 
wnto me at Epheſus, thou knowoſt very well. It ſeems 
he was a very Charitableſoul ; fe did not (as many 
profeſſours of our times do, talk much and do 
little , have cheir mouths open , but the bowels 
of their compalhons ſhut faſt enough , his readi- 
neſs to diltribute, and willingnel(s to communicate, 
did clearly and plainly demonſtrate , his care to 

lay up in ſtore for hinfelfa good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that he might lay hold on eter- 
nal life. According to the counſel that Paxl gives 
to the worldly rich men of his cime, 1 Tim. 6. 
17, 18, 19. To which concurs that of Solomon, 

Prov. 11. 17. The merciful man d.th good to bis own 
ſoul , but be that i4 cruel, troubleth bis own fleſt. 
The mercitul man, cheHebrew ic (eems renders it, 

a man of mercifulne(s , of bounty , liberality ; 
So a man of knowledge , that is , a knowing and 
underſtanding men ; a man of eruth or faithfulneſs, 
that is, a true or faithful man, Neb. 7. 2. A man 
of peace, that is , one that is peaceable ; Men of 
holineſs, that is, holy men, Ex:d. 22.31. This man 
that is merciful to others that are neceſlitous, and 
in diſtreſs ; or as James exprefſeth ic, that vititeth 
the Fatherleſs and Widows in their aftiition, and 
hides not himſelf from his own fleſh , Jſa. 58. 7. 
(For what is mercy but a pittying of others that 
are in milery > Mercy aad miſery being relatives, 
were there no want nor treſpaſs , there needed no 
mercy ;) This man, faith Solomon , doth good to 
his own (oul, or as other tranſlations have it , he 
rewardeth his own ſoul , he doth good unto him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, as well as unto others, for it pleaſeth God 
to reward the good works of his poor Servants, 
according to that of Solommn , Prov. 11.25. The 
liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat , and be that wa. 
tereth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. And of that 
of our blelled Lord , in Mat, 10. 42, who brings 
it down to a cup of cold water onely , that this 
merciful man ſhall give co drink to one of his little 
ones , which Mark expounds © (uch as belong to 
him , Mark 9. 41. Ferily, I ſay wnto you , faith 
our dear Lord, be ſhall in'no wiſe looſe bis reward ; 
which gives us ſome |1ght into that expreſlion of 
Paxl to Timrtby, 1a his advice, as before, to rich 
men, Of laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
goud foundation againlt thetime to come ; Some 
reads, for in ſtore , laying up for a Treaſure, a 
good foundation, that is, a foundation of hope; 
ot that the liberalicy of che rich does merit it, 
bat becauſe it is a fruit of faith, and God hath 
promiſed eo reward the fame grace for Chrilts 
ke ; It being a ſacritice wich which ke ig well plea- 
ſed, Heb. 13. 16 Or as Paul expreſleth ic , in 
Phil. 4, 18. An odone of a (weet and fragrant 
lmell, a facr-fice acceptable , well-pleaſiag to 
God, For as (weer odours are 2 refreſhing of 
the ſenſes, ſo our refreſhing of the Saints bowels, 
is ina manner a refreſhing of Gods own leaſe and 
Spirit. A term borrowed from the perfumes 
which were made upon the Altar of Incenſe. | 
ſhall add further , but that in, Pſa. 41. 1, 2,3: 
Which I judge very pertinent to the thing in hand ; 
Bleſſed #4 be that conſidereth the poor , the Lord wil 
deliver bim in time of trouble ; The Lord will pr 
ſerve bin and keep bim alive, and be ſhall be " 
f 
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ſed upon the earth. And thou wilt not deliver bin 
into the will of bis enemies. The Lord will firengthes 
bim upon the bed of languiſhing, thou wilt make bis 
bed in bis fichneſs. 

David being now fallen into a heavy ſickneſs, 
or ſome other great diltemper or {treight, he de- 
(cribeth here the happineſs or b!cthing which they 
ſhall obtain at Gods hands, that carty themſelves 
piouſly and compallionately towards the afiticted, 
Bliſſed i be that confidereth the poor , that judgeth 
wiſely of the poor, and will n:4 ra/oly condemn bim 
4s a Malefafior whom God doth viſt. The poor here 
is taken for 2 miſerable one, one that 15 thinn, ex- 
haulted of his abilities ; whither of che body, and 
ſo a lick one; or of goods and means, and fo a 
poor one. The Lord ( faith he) hal! delaver bins ins 
time of trouble. The Lord (hail preſerve him and 
keep him alive, the Lord (hal! revive, quicken,heal 
him or make him whole, and make him happy on 
the earth ; and will not deliver him, or give him 
over into the delice or will of his enemies, The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of Janguiſh- 
ing , or the bed of ſurrow, others read it, The 
Lord ſhall under-prop him upon his lick bed, up- 
on his bed of faintneſs, weakneſs, feebleneſs ; yea, 
makxe his bed in his lickne(ſs, or change his bed: 
which may admit of this two-fold ſence. As if he 
had aid, ſpeaking in 2 prophetical manner 3 Thou, 
O God, ſhalt as ſurely turn his fickne(s to the beſt, 
as if 1 (aw ir already performed. Or thus, thou 
ſhalt Cupply all humane helps unto him, that is 
uſed to be beſtowed upon tick, diſeaſed and dif- 
tempered perſons. 


Now 
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Now what a comfortable promiſe is here for ot 
faich co take hold of, in fuch a -languilhing and 
dying time. O how thould it encourage and ſtir 
up the rich, eſpecially in this world, To be rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi. 
cate, 1 Tim-6-17,18. Yea, all of us that can make 
our our EleGion of God, as holy and beloved; Ts 
be putting 0n bowels of mercies, fndneſs, humbleneſy 
of mind, meekneſs, long- ſuffering, forbearing one ana. 
ther, and forgiving one another ; if any man have a 
quarrel againſt any, even #s Chriſt bath forgiven w, 
fo alſo ſhruld we 4d : And above all theſe things 
(Caith the Apolile ) put #n charity, which is the bond 
of perſeAneſs, Gol. 3-12, 13, 14. He wiſhes chem, 
as they would be (ure of their EleQtion, and have 
a found note or mark of their holineſs, and chat 
God loved them to be putting on bowels of mer- 
cies; as if he had (aid, letrheſe be your robes and co- 
verings, wear them as you wear your garments; let 
chem be as render aid inward unteo you, as your 
ow? principal and moſt vital parts. Such a mes- 
ſure of pity and compallion, as maketh the inward 
bowels to yearn ; and this is proper to (uch as are 
in aftiCtion and miſe: y - 

Bue Kindneſs extendeth further, and reacheth to 
all, whither in proſperity or adverlity, which iga 
ſyeer aud loving difpolition of the heart , and 2 
courteous affeftion to all, ſhewing it (elf in plex 
fing, and goed ſpeech, and behaviour towards all. 
But becauſe Love is the coot of all , he doth 
therefore compare Charity to the moſt precious 

rment, which is or can be put upon all others; 
Calling it, The bond of perfetinefs, or the moſt per- 
ſet bond, which is among men to unite them 

together, 
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together. Vinculam perfedtions, is, Vineul ym per= 
feltiſimum , (169 plures inter fe colligantut. I thall 
conclude this point, with that faitutul laying and 
affirmation of , 7d. $, and 14, That they which 
have belaved in God, might be carefu! co main« 
tain good works for neceflary uſes, that they be 
not uafruitful ; they (ſhould learn to be eminent in 
good works above others. The Yulgar hath it, 
Curent bonis operibus pre efſe : They (ſhould go be- 
fo: e others in good works. And gives this as his 
realo1"n therefore. Theſe things are good and 
profitable unto men. Thus much for the Sixth So. 
veraign Remedy. 


The Seventh Spiritual Retzeipt. 


7ly. The (eventh and laſt Soveraign Receipe, for 
the prevention or curing of tis Peſtilential diſeaſe ; 
I; an Evangelical univerſal obedience to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt : Call-\l by the Apoltle in Kome, 16. 26, The 
obedience of Faith, confiiting i» a creadinel(s to do 
the Will of God, in things commanded or forbid 
den, be they never (o troubleſome or contrary to 
our reaſon or liking. I call it Evangelical, to di- 
ſtinguiſh ic from that whica is Legal; wich re- 
quired an abfolure univerſal con;ormity , not of 
our ations only, bur of our attetions allo co the 
will of God, exaftly in every poinc and title thet e= 
of, upon pain of Ecernal Damnation, Gal. 3. 10g 
13. And therefore by the Apoltle called , The 
miniſtration of death and condemnation , 2 Cor. 
3. 7, 9+ This Evangelical Obedience , conhiſts 
in beleiving the Goſpel, and ſubjecting our ſelves 
thereunto 3 whence it is, that it is put tor fait 
R Or 
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or'the receivingof the Goſpel, Rom, 1.8, Comp, 
with Chap. 15. 19. andto obey Chriſt , for belei. 
vi ig in Chriſt, 2 [, 07. 10. J- and to obey chetruth 
fr beleiving the Doftrine of the Goſpel , Rom, 
6.17. 1Pet. 1.22, Which evangelical or Goſpel 
obedience isto be performed unto God, in and 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who as he is held / 


11. 1. So is he the Author of eternal ſalvation up- 
£0 all chemehartobey him, Heb. 5. 9, And through 
his obedience onelyitis that we are made righte. 
ous, Rom, 5. 19, This Ifay d>es conlift in a readi- 
neſs a1 chearfulneſs co do the will of God. L 
I come (ſaith Chrilt) to do thy will O God, Heb, 
10. 7. My meat is to do the will of bim #bat ſen 
me , andto finiſh his rork,, Joh. 4. 34+ Andie muf 
be performed from the heart , out of love unto 
Chriſt , Rom, 6, 17. Upon this hing all Goſpel 
obedience hangs, Kom. 13.10, This is the ſpring 
from whence it originally Hows, 2 Cor, 5. 14, The 
love of Chriſt conſtraizerh ns ; The force and ef- 
cacy of which will make difhcule things eafie ; The 
Saints loved not their lives unto the death , for 
the love they boreunto Chriſt, Rev. 12.11, |» 
cob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel , and (laith the 
Text) they ſcemed unto him but a few days , forth 
love he bad unto ber , Gen. 29. 20. Charity ſuffereb 
long and is kind , it beareth all things, beleiveth all 


forth co be the pattern of our obedience , 1 Cor. } 


things, bypeth all things , endureth all things, 
1 Cor. 13.4,7. Much water cannot quench it , nt 
ther can the flads drown it, Cant. $. 7. When the 
ſoul is mounted upon the wings of faith and chaty 
ty, it makes it like the Chariots of Aminzadib, 


Cant,6.12,1t will make the ſoul cleayeunto Chrift, 
| as 
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a5 Ruth unto Naomi her Mother-in-law, not © 
leave im , aorreturn from following after hin. 
It will fay chen unto Chriſt , Whither thow goeſt I 

will goz and where thou lodgeſt , I will ladge ; thy 

people, ſhall be my people; and thy God, my God ; 
where thow dieſt , will I dye; and there will I be 
buried ; the Lorddo ſo to» me, and more alſo, if ought 
but death pars thee and me, Ruth 1. 16, 17. Lordif 
chou goelt into a Prifon, faith the gratious, loving 
beleiviag, obeying (ual, | will go with cheezif thou 
lodgelt there 1n a Dungeon, 1 will lodge withthee 3 
I amreſolved in thy (trengrh not to leave thee , gn 
Where thou wilt ; It will Gy as Paul , Noneof tveſe 
things ſhall move me , nor ſhall I count my life dear 
wito my ſelf , ſo that I may but finiſh my conrſe 
with joy ; and the miniſtery which I bave received 
of the Lord Feſws , to teſtifie the Goſpel of the 
grace of God , At. 20, 24. Mount» Sion Saints will 
follow the Lamb whicher-ſoever he goeth, Kev. 
14. 4. They have aa inſeperable communion , an 
individual (ociety with the Lamb , which referred 
to the ſtate of their warfare , notes the lincerity 
and conſtancy of their faith and obedience under 
Anti-chriſts perſecution;they follow not the Bealt, 
but the Lamb, whereſoever he goeth, that is, they 
exaftly walk io the precepts and iteps of the lamb, 
whereſoeverhe leadeth chem, & heleadeth chem to 
the Fountains of living waters,Cbap.7,17.Thele (uf- 
fers not the decres and 1dols of the Bealt co be ob=- 
truded upon them,but wholly cleave co Chrilt their 
guide, and like Caleb & Jofhxa,they will follow him 
tully » Namb.14.24. This indeed 1s very dithculc 
Iu it (elf, and in our ſtrength ſo codo. Our own 
experience tells us , that Goſpel obedience 1s an 
R 2 up- hill 
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up-hill way , and its hard eo get a great waight up 
an hill ; cacrefore whea the Apoltle -prefleth Go- 
ſpel-obedience, he bids us lay aſide every weigh, 
that we may run with patience, Heb. 12. 1. The 
old Adam 18 a clogg to our obedience, and weight; 
eaſily pull us down ; and if down, to riſe again, it 
1s up-hill work. 

What a do have we to get up our hearts unto 
true Golpel-Corcow for our tins ? Oh, what a hard 
work it is eo bring our hearts up co a beleif of the 
promiſes ? to trult God in dittculties, &'c. Uh, 
how difhcnle to ger up the hill of Golpel-obeds 
ence 2 what pains mult we take to get to commu- 
nion with God in che Spirit? Gods call for our 
obedience, is like+his command to Moſes, Deut, 32. 
49,50- Go up to Mount Nebo, and dye there, -So, 
go up into thy Cloſet, and kill thy corruption 
there, let thy deareit luſts dye there, pluck our thy 
right eye there, and cut oft thy right-hand there; 
and we had as live dy,as do ſuch a thing,ſuch veril 
is our natiral ſtublLornneGs againſt God. 

When God bids us up and do this, orthat ; oh, 
how irkſome and unplealing is it to fleſh and blood, 
When the Goſpel bids us look above all things; 
Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Lands, Houls, 
Life ; and and leave, forſake and hate them ail, and 
then thou ſhalt be a Diſciple of Chriſt, upon th 
account of Golſpel-obedience. Are we not rea 
to ſay with thoſe Diſciples of Chrilt, This'i 8 bar | 
ſaying, who can bear it ? Joh. 6. 60. Yet I (ay, the 
{oul that ig carried upon the wings of faith andlor, 
and /iren;thened with might by the Spirit of tix 
Lord in the inward man, ican clearfully and wi 
hagly coatorm co (ach harſh, dithcult and w_ 

ut 
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ſing commands, conſidered as to fleſh and blood. 

But I ſhall come a liccle cloſer as ro the thing in 
hand, to Excite thee to this cv InNTe 1 2 obedience. 

Conhider frſt , how acceptable and well-plea- 
ling a thing it 1s unto the Lord . jn that he preters 
it above legal Sacritices whaticever, As Suruel 
ſaid to Saul, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt» 
offerings and $acrifices, as in obeying thewyce of the 
Lord ? Behold, toobey is better then Sacrifice, and to 
bearken then the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the 
ſin of witchcraft, and ſinbbornneſs is as iniquity and 
Idolatry, 1 Sam. 15.22, 23. Hoſ. 6,6. So Fer. 7. 
22,23, For I ſpake not unto your Fathers , nor com- 
manded them in the day that / brought them out of 
the Land of Egypt, concerning bifft-offerings and 
ſacrifices ; But this thing commanded I them , (aying, 
Obey. my voice , and I will be your God, and ye 
ſhall be my people , and walk ye in all the ways 
that I bave commanded you, that jt may be well with 
you. But they bearkgned 1: , nor inclined their ear, 
but walked in the counſels and imaginations of their 
evil heart , and went backward, and at forward, 
&c. And becaule they rejected the Lords Pro- 
Phets, he (ent among them, and would not hearken 
unto the Lord, nor mcline then ear, bur hardaed 
their neck , and did worſe then taeir Fathers 3 / 
Therefore the Prophet Jeremy was to ſay un« 
to them , This is a Nation that obeyeth not the 
voice of the Lord their Gad, nor receivetb correcti= 
on, truth is periſhed, and is cut off from their month. 

Objed. But did not the Lord command their 
Burnt-offerings and Sacritices after he had bro4ght 
them out of the Land of Ezype ? were they not 
things of his own appointment ? 


3 Anſw- 
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Anſw. Yea , Sarely the Lord did command and 
injoyntheir ſacrifices, and it was their lin eo omit 
them ; but the meaning is chis , as if the Lord had 
ſaid, This was not the chiectelt thing that 1 com- 
manded them , as ye Hypocrites do conceive and 
imagine, but it was their ſincere obedience, which 
they have not yeilded unto me, and you have ,cild- 
ed me leſs then they ; 1 did expett chart your fore- 
fathers ſhould have obeyed my voire mv all other 
things that I had enjoyued'and commanded them 
to do, as well as in matters of burat-otfermgs and 
ſacrifices , but (ſeeing they Jdiſobeyed my voice, 
and yet would comeand facrihce unto me with im- 
purehands, and unclean hearts, rebethous and 
diſobedient ſpirit , cheir Sacritices and Otterings 
to me were as if | had not commanded chem ar ll, 
my foul did loath them and abuminate them, and 
ſo they do yours , fo loag as you hearken ant to 
my voice , bur walk in tne countells and imagins- 
tions of your own evil hearts, The Propher Hoſes 
gives much light into ch1s undecftanding of the 
mindof God, in H-ſez 6.6. and (0 dves onr blef- 
ſedSaviour , referring hisipeech thereunto 3 For 
I defire mercy, and not ſacrifice , and the knowledze 
of God, mure thee burnt-offerings , See Mat. 9. 13. 
and 12.7. that is, | preferred works of mercy, 
before Sacrifice, and the knowledge of God, asit 
is joyned with obedience co the will of God , be- 
fore burnt-offering. The outward bare offering 
conſidered in it ſelf , withoart faith and repentzce, 
the Lord highly reproved and rejetted ; See to 
this purpoſe, Pſa. 50. 12, to 17. So Tſe. 1, I, 
to 15, See there how the Lord did ahominate ther 
offerings , notwithſtanding he had inſtienced- and 
appointed 
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appointed t! tnem, To what purpoſe is the multitude 
of your ſacrifices wnt» me ? lait: the Lord, I am 
fail of #be burnt- offerings of Kams, Oc. brings na 
more vain oblations » nceile is ant abrmnation wnt? 
me , the new Moms and $bbaths the calling of 
Aſſemblies , | cannot away with; it i 11:quity, eve! 
your ſolemn meeting , your new Myrns , and your ap= 
pomnted feaſts, my ſoul hatetb, they are 4 tromble unto 
me , I am weary to bear them. And when ye ſpread 
forth your bands, I will bide mine eyes from yu ;; 
yes, when ye make many prayers T will not bear : 
And why ? Toxr bands are full of blood, will ye 
kill and murder my ſervants the Prophets , and ſhed 
the blood of mine innocent ones? and come and think t» 
appeaſe my wrath with your bypocritical offerings? And 
therefore he exhorts them co repentancez Wah 
ye,make ye clean, put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes, ceaſe tn 4 evil, learn to do well , ſeek 
judgment , relezvetbe oppreſſed, dee the fatberleſe, 
plead for the wadoww ; 4. mW 47114 00 if reaſon $7. 
geatber , ſaith the Lord ; when theſe things are 
dme , then come unto me, then bring your offerings 
unto me, then ſhall they be 6: ce "Tec 4 b) ——_ we wall 
reaſon togetber, then [ will b Ty vour prayers, and par- 
don your ſins, and not before. 

Hence it is , that Solomon (ies, The ſacrifice of 
the wicked is an abymination to a” LM 4, but the 
prayer of the upright is bis delight, Prov. 15.8. 50 
Prov. 21, 27. The ſacrifice of the wicked is an a90- 
mination bow much more, when be brinzeth it with a 
wicked mind. It is always evil, but how much more 
abominable is it , when he brings it with a wicked 
mind ? or with a wicked intent, exprelly i intending 
to effet or accompliſh ſome wicked a& or enter- 
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priſe therevy 3; andas it were calliaz 1751 God to 
be an h:lp coadvance and fer forward , their villa- 
nous and miſchievous delignes 5 /\s Balaum and 
Balaack did, Numb. 23. Wil ye ſteal murger, and 
commit adultery, and ſwear falſly , and burn incenſe 
wito Baal , and walk, after other Gods whom ye bnow 
net, (tairh che Lord) And come and (tand before me 
in tbis boule , which is called by my name , and ſay, 
we are dc'ivered to dg all theſe abaminations , Jer. 7. 
9, 10. Asit the Lord had (aid, are ye not athamed 
to deal f» hypocritically and wicked'y, I do as 
much eſteem of (uch (ervices and (acritices, as the 
cutting off of a Dogs neck , or the cffering of 
Swines blood : as his exprethion is, in Iſa. 66. 3, 
| accept not of f1ych offerings» ; Take away from mt 
the noyſe of thy ſongs, for I will nt hear the melady 
of thy iolls ; But let judgment run down 48. waters, 
and riohteouſneſs as a mighty (treem, Amos 5. 22, 
23, 24+ Ther vocal and initrumentcal mulick, was 
at that time a Part of Gnys iitituted ontward wor- 
ſhip , but by them corrupted cogether wich the 
1eit , throgh their hipocrie and wickedm1efe, and 
eſpecially chrough tnewr hetnous Livlatt y , where- 
unto they abut ed thew Mulick, Amos $, 3. The 
ſmngsof the Temple hail be bowling in that day; | 
wilh chele things might be rightly contidered, and 
applyed in this day ; Lam atraid , chere is ſuch kind 
of ſervice an worthip performed now adays,which 
will come under the itharp rebuke and reprehen- 
fion of the Lord ; luch as God will abominate, and 
eſpecially it the ſame be offered with a wicked 
mind. To cry up the Temple of the Lord , rhe 
Temple of the Lord, tie Church of God , the 
Houſe of God, &c, Will be but a truſting in 
lying 
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lying words , if the men of this generation do not 
throughly amend their ways and their doings, 
This will notpriviledge them, nor deliver them co 
do all thoſe dreadful avominations, as are perpe- 
trated and afted in theſe times, God will fay, take 
from me the noyſe of your Songs,or Singing-men, 
& I will not hear the melady of your Organs. They 
are to me but as the howling of a Dog;So on the 0- 
ther hand,for ſuch as are in a congregational way, & 
have (eperated from the publique national worſhip. 
Let them take heed that they reſt not in the exter- 
nal part of Gods worlhip in ontward ordinances, 
and Church-fellowſhips, and ſo grow ſecure, and 
formal and carnal,heartleſs and fpiritlefs, and chink 
they have a diſpenſation hereby for any cloſe hypo- 
crilie 07 iniquity. 1 wouldlet ſuch know , that if 
they are not in the life and (pirit of ordinances, in 
the (pir1t of faith and prayer , anda holy commus- 
nion of Saints , beaurified with a prattical, holy, 
humble, heavenly, fruitful Goſpel converlation, 
that they {in againſt the Lord, and be ſure their 
lin will tind chem out, as Moſes (aid to the Rewbe- 
nite, and Gadites, Numb. 32, 23. 1 fay it is Gol- 
pel Obedience that is (0 acceptable unto him. As 
obedient children , not faſhioning your ſelpes accor- 
ding to the former luſts in your ignorance ; but as 
be which bath called yox is holy , ſo be ye boly in 
all manner of converſation , 1 Fer. 1. 14, 15. And 
that it is (0 well pleaſing a thing unto the Lord, 
and of ſuch ſpecial efficacy and force , to ſtay or 
divert the Judgments of God from falling upon 
a Nation or people; that pathertical , or rather 
paternal wiſh of the Lord , ſeems to imply fo 
much , Pſa. $1.13, to the end. O that my people 
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bad bearkened nnt» me , and Iſrael bad walked in 
my ways 3 What then ? { ſhould ſoon bave ſubdued 
their enemies , and turned my baud againit their ad- 


verſaries; The baters of the Lord ſhouid have ſub- 


- mitted themſelves unto him ; but their time ſhold | 


have endured for ever. He (hauld bave fed them 
alſo with the finelt of the Wheat , and with honey 
out of the rock ſhould I bave ſatisfied thee, What 
an ardent defire of the Lord was here, as to his 
peoples hearkening unto him , and walking in his 
ways, and ſee what the Lord would have done for 
them thereupon ; He would have ſubdued their 
enemies , and (o conſequently procured their 
peace; As Nathan told David , that they ſhould 
dwellina place of their own, and move no more, 
and that the children of wickednels ſhouid not 
afflict chem any more , as before time, 2 Sam, 
7, 10, He would haveturned his hand againſt their 
Adverſaries; What's that ? the hand of his Plagues 
and puniſhments ; he would have taken off his 
Plagues and Punilhmenes from them, and laid 
them upon hi5adverſaries ; fo fail Fob, Withdraw 
tbine band from me, and let nit thy dread make me 
#fraid, Job 13. 21. that is, put thy Plague and 
vifitation far from me , So Fudges 2. 15, It is thus 
readred, Whither. ſoever they went out , the band 
of the Lord was againſt them for evil , as the Lord 
had ſaid, and as the Lord had (worn unto them, 
and they were greatly diitrefled , and what hand 
was this, bur his ſore judgments, and among the 
reſt , this of the deſtroying Pelitilence , Lev, 26, 
25. which hethreatned ſhould cleave unto them, 
until he had conſumed them , Dext, 28, 2x, So in 
i Sam, 5,6,11, Itisfaid, the hand of the Lord 
was 


the PESTILENCE. 281 


was heavy upon the men of Aſh414,andhe deſtroyed 
them, and (mote them with Emerods , See alſo, 
Rath 1. 13. Lam.2.8$, 9, and AG, 13. 11, The 
haters of the Lord ſhonld have ſubmitted chem= 
ſelves , thote that opprefied them , ſhould have 
ſubjected unto them , either willingly , or con. 
ltrainedly , chooſe them whether. But their 
time ſhould have endured for ever; his peoples 
time, the time of cheir proſperity and flouriſh= 
iag eltate ſhould have endured for ever ; The 
meaning is , they ſhould bave had and enjoyed a 
long bleſſed and happy life. He would have fed 
them allo with the figelt of the Wheat , with the 
fat of the Wheat , the Flower of ir, or the beſt 
and chiefelt Corn , they ſhould have had what- 
ever was beſt for the maintenance of their life , as 
Numb, 18. 12. Dext. 32. 14. and Pſa. 147. 14. 
He maketh peace in thy borders , and filleſt thee 
with the fineſt of the wheat ; And what more ? 
With honey out of the Rock (hould I bave (arisfied 
thee, Dent. 32.13, The Bees inthe Land of 
Canaan uſed much to harbour in the rocks. Bur 
ſpiritually chis rock doth fignifie Chriſt , x Cor. 
lo. 4. and the honey , that ſweetneſs of (peech, 
and thole fayoury and gracious words, which 
did iſſue from his mouth , being ſweerneſs co the 
ſoul , and health co the bones , Pſa. 19. Io, Prop, 
16. 24. Cant, 4. 11. Noting by this manner of 
ſpeech, that chey ſhould have had all things, both 
pleaſantand profitable for the maintenance of their 
life, if cheic wickedneſs and diſobedience had 
not ſtopped the courſe of his goodneſs and mercy, 
Take thatconcurrent place alſo, in 1ſo. 48. 18, 19. 
0 that thou badft bearkened t1 wy Commandements, 
x | #ben 
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then bad tby peace been s 3 River, and thy rirbtenuſe 
neſs « the waves of the Seas ;, tbvy (ed all» bad been 
«the ſand, an4 the off ſpring of thy brvels like 
the gravel thereof , bis name (h1u/d nt have been 
cut off , nor de troyed from bef+re me \W'at a 
promiſe was here al{o upon the zcconnt of cacir 
obedience ? their peace Or proiperity rather (ſhould 
have been as a River, that is abounding and al- 
ways laſting, as a River floweth continually and 
ſtopperh not ; And their righte uſnels as the waves 
of the Sea 5, that is, the blefied and happy ettate 
of their Government ; a+ the trit of their righ- 
teouſaeſs ; ſhould ag the Waves of the Sea, been 
exceeding abundant , flowing and flouriſhing z and 
their ſeed ſhould havebeen a5 the Sand of rae Sea 
for multitude ; So I/z, 1, 12. If ye be willing and 
obedient , ye ſhall eat the good of the Land ; But if 
ye refuſe and rebel , ye ſhall be devoured with the 
ſword ; If ye obey my commandements , ye ſhall eat 
the beft things of the Lond, Job 21, 25 So Elibs 
in his ſpeech to Fob , If they obey and ſerve him, 
they ſhall ſpend thiir days in proſperity , and their 
years in pleaſures ; But if they obey not , they forall 
periſh by the ſword, and they (hall dye without yams 
ledge , Job 36. 11, 12. See ailo, Lev. 26. 13- 
Dewt. 6.3. ond 11. 22. and 26. 27. and 28, 15. 
What promiſes the Lord made up »1 the account 
of theic obedience. More particulaily to the rhing 
in hand, that in Dewt. 7. 12, 13, 14, 15+ Is worthy 
of our belt obſervation, where among many other 
things which the Lord promilcd as great and.lin- 
gular blelliags upon chat (core , his is not the 
leaſt nor meanelt 3 The Lord will taks away from 
thee all fickneſ7 , and will pat none of the evil dif 
eaſes 
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eaſes of Egypt pon thee , but will lay them » 
all them that hate thee, What the evil diſeaſes of 
Egyps were , is wel: known to moſt ; This of 
the noytom deltcoying Peliilence being one, Amos 


4.10. Let meadd ewo or three places more inthe 


New Teſtament, and then | (hall draw to a Con- 
ciulion; Jobn $8.13, ] am the liebt of the World, 
faith Chriſt, be that followeth me , all notwolkin 
darkneſs , but ſhall bave the light of life ; He that 
embraceth my D; fr. ne with 4 Irie faith X and o 
eth the ſame , ſhall not walk in the darkneff of error 
and fin but ſhall have the light of life to bring 
him to everlaſting life 3 $0 7 0412.26, If any man 
ſerve me, let him follow me ; and where I am, there 
ſhall 4ifo my ſervant be; if any man ſerve me,bim will 
my Father hannur Can that man be in 2 miſerable 
or uacyumtortable condition to be where Chriſt 
ſhall be ? and what honour c21 be comparableto 
that which Gud che Foiher ſhall confer upon thoſe 
who ſerve tie Lord Chrilt? I hall only add, Rev. 
22. 14. Bleſed are they that 4 bis cinmandements, 
that they ma; barr ribs tothe Tree f Life 5 and may 
enter 211 th» ED Ir mes anet theCily. to wit , of 
the new ard tic rven t) 7 ruſalem , which deſcendeth 
ont of Hcozves trom God, and commeth drwn from 
God oat of Heaven , preps e445 a Eride adorned for 
ber {nba = Rev. 21. 2. Whereof ſee the de- 
ſcription , verſ, 10, And what this Treeof life is, 
See Kev. 22.2, By this Tree of life is meant che 
Lord Jeſus Chritc 3 Fitly called che Tree of life, 
in reſpect of his vivifying , conferring, and pre« 
ſerving life unto them that eat thereof , which is 
but one ; though he is (aid to ſtand in the midlt 
of the ſtreet, and of either ſide of the _—_— 
that 
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that is , his leaves and roots, is on both ſides of 
the River, (o that there is no want on either 
ide. Hence Chriſt (aid , to bim that overcometh , | 
will give to eat of the Tree of Life , which is in the 
midi of the Paradiſe of God. This I lay is Chiift 
himſelf , the Fountain and Author of our life; 
The Bread of Life, Job. 6.51; The Water ol Life, 
Fob, 4-7+ The Reſurredtion and Life it (elf, Fob, 
Is. 25. And he itands by the River, becauſe 
he never witherech , or is fruitleſs. A Tree 
plauted by the Rivers of waters , is always green 
and fruitful 3; Ghrilt alone is (ufhcient for life un- 
to all , and to quicken all his ele&t for ever and 
ever. This Tree hath ewelve manner of fruits, and 
yeildeth ber fruit every moneth , and the leaves 
of the Tree are for the healing of the Nations; 
What does this hold forth, but the quickening 
vertue of Chriſts merits and ſpirit , which is 
vigorons and efticatious throughout the whole 
year ; that is, forever and ever, to preſerve al. 
ways this (ſpiritual life , and this bleſſed refrelbing, 
for the iſrael of Gol , without any weakening or 
enſeebling , Fob. 15, 36G, And mark in the cloſe 
of this dilcourle, that the leaves of this Tree have 
a medicinal uſe for to prelerve the health of che 
Nations; Not that there (hall be any intirmitie 
any more in the New Ferxſalem , but that the 
healing of all infirmities which was wrought here 
by the merits and f{pirit of Chrilt, ſhall be there- 
by the ſame power for ever kept and preſerved 
inviolate for all beleivers. See Ezek, 47. 13. 

Now bleſſed are they that do his commande- 
ments , as touching , the not worſhipping ot the 
Beaſt and his Image , the foriaking of Babgien, ad 
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the faithful following of the Lamb, ſubjeﬀing and 
fabmireing co all his holy , heavenly , pure, & 
yangeiical inſtitutions , appointments, and come 
mands , patiently and chearfally (uftering for his 
fake , in beariag witne(s untothe eruth, if called 
thereuto , perſevering in the grace of Chriſt, 
dowag juitly , loving mercy, and walking humbly 
with God, ſuch ſhall have right to this Tree of 
Life, and enter in through the gates into the 
City. They (hall have a righe of enjoying Chriſt 
and his unſpeakable benefits, and be perpetual 
and moſt happy Inhabitants of che heavenly Fern. 
ſalem ; And he that itteth on the throne ſhall dwell 
among them. They ſhall bunger no more , neither 
thirſt any more , neither ſhall the Sun light an them 
nor any beat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of 
the throne ſhall feed them , and ſhall lead them unto 
living fountains of water ; and God ſhall = awsy 
all tears from their eyes , Rev. 7. 15, 16, 17-1 
ſhall add no more, but that of Paxl to Timothy, 
Conſider what I ſay, and the Lord give thee under« 
ſtanding in all things, 2 Tim, 2. 7. 


